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THE       VERSE. 

THE  meafure  is  Englifli  heroic  verfe  without 
rhyme,  as  that  of  Homer  in  Greek,  and  of  Vir- 
gil in  Latin;  rhyme  being  no  neceffary  adjunft  or  true 
ornament  of  poem  or  good  verfe,  in  longer  works  ef- 
pecially,  but  the  invention  of  a  barbarous  age,  to  fet 
off  wretched  matter  and  lame  meter ;  graced  indeed 
lince  by  the  ufe  of  fome  famous  modern  poets,  carried 
away  by  cuilom,  but  much  to  their  own  vexation,  hin- 
drance, and  conftraint  to  exprefs  many  things  other- 
wife,  and  for  the  moft  part  worfe  than  elfe  they  would 
have  exprefled  them.  Not  without  caufe  therefore 
fome  both  Italian  and  Spaniih  poets  of  prime  note  have 
rejefted  rhyme  both  in  longer  and  fhorter  works,  as 
have  alfo  long  lince  our  beft  Englifh  tragedies,  as  a 
thing  of  itfelf,  to  all  judicious  ears,  trivial  and  of  no 
true  mufical  delight ;  which  confifts  only  in  apt  num- 
bers, fit  quantity  of  fyllables,  and  the  fenfe  varioufly 
drawn  out  from  one  verfe  into  another,  not  in  the 
jingling  found  of  like  endings,  a  fault  avoided  by  the 
learned  Ancients  both  in  poetry  and  all  good  oratory. 
This  negled  then  of  rhyme  fo  little  is  to  be  taken  for 
a  defe(^,  though  it  may  feem  fo  perhaps  to  vulgar 
readers,  that  it  rather  is  to  be  efteemed  an  example 
fet,  the  firft  in  Englifh,  of  ancient  liberty  recovered  to 
heroic  poem,  from  the  troublefome  and  modern  bon- 
dage of  rhyming. 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

This  firft  Book  propofes,  firll  in  brief,  the  whole  fubjeci^ 
Man's  difobedience,  and  the  lofs  thereupon  of  Para- 
dife  wherein  he  was  plac'd :  Then  touches  the  prime 
caufe  of  his  fall,  the  Serpent,  or  rather  Satan  in  the 
ferpent ;  who  revolting  from  God,  and  drawing  to 
his  fide  many  legions  of  Angels,  was  by  the  com- 
mand of  God  driven  out  of  Heaven  with  all  his  crew 
into  the  great  deep.  Which  aclion  pafs'd  over,  the 
poem  haltes  into  the  midft  of  things,  prefenting  Satan 
with  his  Angels  now  falling  into  Hell,  defcrib'd  here, 
not  in  the  center  (for  Heaven  and  Earth  may  be 
iuppos'd  as  yet  not  made,  certainly  not  yet  accurs'd) 
but  in  a  place  of  utter  darknefs,  fitlieft  call'd  Chaos  : 
Here  Satan  with  his  Angels  lying  on  the  burning 
lake,  thunder-itruck  and  ailonidi'd,  after  a  certain 
fpace  recovers,  as  from  confufion,  calls  up  him  who 
next  in  order  and  dignity  lay  by  him ;  they  confer 
of  their  miferable  fall.  Satan  awakens  all  his  le- 
gions, who  lay  till  then  in  the  fam.e  manner  con- 
founded :  They  rife,  their  numbers,  array  of  battel, 
their  chief  leaders  nam'd,  according  to  the  idols 
known  afterwards  in  Canaan  and  the  countries  ad- 
joining. I'o  thefe  Satan  direcfts  his  fpeech,  com- 
forts them  with  hope  yet  of  regaining  Heaven,  but 
tells  them  laftly  of  a  new  world  and  new  kind  of 
creature  to  be  created,  according  to  an  ancient  pro- 
phecy or  report  in  Heaven ;,  for  that  Angels  were 
long  before  this  viiible  creation,  was  the  opinion  of 
many  ancient  Fathers.  To  find  out  the  truth  of  this 
prophecy,  and  what  to  determin  thereon,  he  refers 
to  a  full  council.  What  his  aflbciates  thence  at- 
tempt. Pandemonium  the  palace  of  Satan  rifes, 
fuddenly  built  out  of  the  deep  :  The  infernal  peers 
there  fit  in  council. 
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OF  Man's  firft  difobedience,  and  the  fruit 
Of  that  forbidden  tree,  whofe  mortal  tallc 
Brought  deatli  into  the  world,  and  all  our  woe. 
With  lofs  of  Eden,  till  one  greater  Man 
Reftore  us,  and  regain  the  blifsful  feat,  5 

Sing,  heav'nly  Mufe,  that  on  the  fecret  top 
Of  Oreb,  or  of  Sinai,  didll  infpire 
That  ihepherd,  who  firft  taught  the  chofen  feed. 
In  the  beginning  how  the  Heav'ns  and  Earth 
Rofe  out  of  Chaos :  Or  if  Sion  hill  10 

Delight  thee  more,  and  Siloa^s  brook  that  flow'd 
Faft  by  the  oracle  of  God;  I  thence 
Invoke  thy  aid  to  my  adventrous  fong. 
That  with  no  middle  flight  intends  to  foar 
Above  th*  Aonian  mount,  while  it  purfues  15 

Things  unattempted  yet  in  profe  or  rhyme. 
And  chiefly  Thou,  O  Spi'rit,  that  doft  prefer 
Before  all  temples  th'  upright  heart  and  pure, 
Inftrudl  me,  for  Thou  know'ft ;  Thou  from  the  firft 
Waft  prefent,  and  with  mighty  wings  outfpread         2Q 
Dove-like  fatft  brooding  on  the  vail  abyfs. 
And  mad'ft  it  pregnant:  what  in  me  is  dark 

"f^  B  3  Llumin, 
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lUumin,  what  is  low  raife  and  fupport; 

That  to  the  height  of  this  great  argument 

I  may  afTert  eternal  Providence,  25 

And  juftify  the  ways  of  God  to  Men. 

Say  lirft,  for  Heav'n  hides  nothing  from  thy  view. 
Nor  the  deep  tracl  of  Hell,  fay  firll  what  caufe 
Mov'd  our  grand  parents,  in  that  happy  ftate, 
Favor'd  of  Heav'n  fo  highly,  to  fall  off  30 

From  their  Creator,  and  tranfgrefs  his  will 
For  one  reftraint,  lords  of  the  world  befides  ? 
Who  firfl  feduc'd  them  to  that  foul  revolt  ? 
Th'  infernal  Serpent ;  he  it  was,  whofe  guile, 
Stirr'd  up  with  envy  and  revenge,  deceived  35 

The  mother  of  mankind,  what  time  his  pride 
Had  call  him  out  from  Heav'n,  with  all  his  hoft 
Of  rebel  Angels,  by  whofe  aid  afpiring 
To  fet  himfelf  in  glory'  above  his  peers, 
Jie  trufled  to  have  equal'd  the  moll  High,  40 

If  he  oppos'd;  and  with  ambitious  aim 
Againft  the  throne  and  monarchy  of  God 
Rais'd  impious  war  in  Heav'n  and  battel  proud 
With  vain  attempt.     Him  the  almighty  Power 
Hurl'd  headlong  flaming  from  th'  ethereal  fky,       45 
With  hideous  ruin  and  combulHon,  down 
To  bottomlefs  perdition,  there  to  dwell 
In  adamantin  chains  and  penal  fire. 
Who  durll  defy  th'  Omnipotent  to  arms. 
Nine  times  the  fpace  that  meafures  day  and  night   50 
To  m.ortal  men,  he  with  his  horrid  crew 
Lay  vanquifh'd,  rolling  in  the  fiery  gulf. 

Confounded 
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Confounded  though  immortal :  But  his  doom 
Referv'd  him  to  more  wrath;  for  now  the  thought 
Both  of  loll  happinefs  and  lailing  pain  5  5 

Torments  him  ;  round  he  throws  his  baleful  eyes. 
That  witnefs'd  huge  afflidlion  and  difmay 
Mix'd  with  obdurate  pride  and  ftedfaft  hate : 
At  once,  as  far  as  Angels  ken,  he  views 
The  difmal  fituation  wafle  and  wild ;  60 

A  dungeon  horrible  on  all  fides  round 
As  one  great  furnace  flam'd,  yet  from  thofe  flames 
No  light,  but  rather  darknefs  vifible 
Serv'd  only  to  difcover  fights  of  woe. 
Regions  of  forrow,  doleful  fhades,  where  peace        65 
And  reft  can  never  dwell,  hope  never  comes 
That  comes  to  all ;  but  torture  without  end 
Still  urges,  and  a  fiery  deluge,  fed 
Witli  ever-burning  fulphur  unconfum^d : 
Such  place  eternal  Juflice  had  prepar'd  70 

For  thofe  rebellious,  here  their  pris'on  ordain'd 
In  utter  darknefs,  and  their  portion  fet 
As  far  remov'd  from  God  and  light  of  Heav*n, 
As  from  the  center  thrice  to  th'  utmoft  pole. 
O  how  unlike  the  place  from  whence  they  fell  1       75 
There  the  companions  of  his  fall,  o'erwhelm*d 
With  floods  and  whirlwinds  of  tempeiluous  fire. 
He  foon  difcerns,  and  wek'ring  by  his  fide 
One  next  himfelf  in  pow'r,  and  next  in  crime* 
Long  after  known  in  Palefline,  and  nam'd  80 

Beelzebub,     To  whom  th'  Arch-Enemy, 
And  thence  in  Heav'n  call'd  Satan,  with  bold  words 
B  4  Breaking; 
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Breaking  the  horrid  filence  thus  began. 

If  thou  beeft  he ;  but  O  thou  fall'n  1  how  chang'd 
From  him,  who  in  the  happy  realms  of  light  85 

Cloth'd  with  tranfcendent  brightnefs  didft  outfhine 
Myriads  though  bright  1  If  he  whom  mutual  league. 
United  thoughts  and  counfels,  equal  hope 
And  hazard  in  the  glorious  enterprife, 
loin'd  with  me  once,  now  mifery  hath  join'd  90 

In  equal  ru'in  :  into  what  pit  thou  feeft 
From  what  highth  fall'n,  fo  much  the  flronger  prov'd 
He  with  his  thunder  :  and  till  then  who  knew 
The  force  of  thofe  dire  arms  ?  yet  not  for  thofe. 
Nor  what  the  potent  victor  in  his  rage  95 

Can  elfe  inflid,  do  I  repent  or  change. 
Though  chang'd  in  outward  luftre,  that  fix'd  mind. 
And  high  difdain  from  fenfe  of  injur'd  merit. 
That  with  the  Mightieil  rais'd  me  to  contend. 
And  to  the  fierce  contention  brought  along  ico 

Innumerable  force  of  Spirits  arm'd. 
That  durfl  diflike  his  reign,  and  me  preferring, 
His  utmOil  pow'r  with  adverfe  pow'r  oppos'd 
In  dubious  battel  on  the  plains  of  Heaven, 
And  lliook  his  throne.    What  though  the  field  be  lofl  ? 
All  is  not  loll;  th'  unconquerable  will. 
And  fiudy  of  revenge,  immortal  hate. 
And  courage  never  to  fubmit  or  yield. 
And  what  is  elfe  not  to  be  overcome ; 
That  glory  never  fhall  his  wrath  or  might  1 10 

Extort  from  me.     To  bow  and  fue  for  grace 
With  fappliant  knee,  and  deify  hii  power. 

Who 
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Who  from  the  terror  of  this  arm  fo  late 

Doubted  his  empire  ;  that  were  low  indeed. 

That  were  an  ignominy'  and  Ihame  beneath  115 

This  downfall ;  fmce  by  fate  the  flrength  of  Gods 

And  this  empyreal  fubftance  cannot  fail. 

Since  through  experience  of  this  great  event 

In  arms  not  worfe,  in  forefight  much  advanc'd. 

We  may  with  more  fuccefsful  hope  refolve  120 

To  wage  by  force  or  guile  eternal  war, 

Irreconcileable  to  our  grand  foe. 

Who  now  triumphs,  and  in  th'  excefs  of  joy 

Sole  reigning  holds  the  tyranny  of  Heaven. 

So  fpake  th'  apoftate  Angel,  though  in  pain,      125 
Vaunting  aloud,  but  rack'd  with  deep  defpair : 
And  him  thus  anfwer'd  foon  his  bold  compeer. 

O  Prince,  O  Chief  of  m.any  throned  Powers, 
That  led  th'  imbattel'd  Seraphim  to  war 
Under  thy  condu6l,  and  in  dreadful  deeds  130 

Fearlefs,  indanger'd  Heav'n's  perpetual  king. 
And  put  to  proof  his  high  fupremacy. 
Whether  upheld  by  ilrength,  or  chance,  or  fate ; 
Too  well  I  fee  and  rue  the  dire  event. 
That  with  fad  overthrow  and  foul  defeat  1 3  5 

Hath  loll  us  Heav'n,  and  all  this  mighty  hoft 
In  horrible  deftrudlion  laid  thus  low. 
As  far  as  Gods  and  heav'nly  effences 
Can  perifn :  for  the  mind  and  fpi'rit  remains 
Invincible,  and  vigor  foon  returns,  140 

Though  all  our  glory'  extinft,  and  happy  Hate 
Here  fw allow 'd  up  in  endlcfs  mifcry. 

But 
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But  what  if  he  our  conqu'ror  (whom  I  now 

Of  force  believe  almighty,  fmce  no  lefs 

Than  fuch  could  have  o'er-pow'r'd  fuch  force  as  ours) 

Have  left  us  this  our  fpi'rit  and  ftrength  entire 

Strongly  to  fuffer  and  fupport  our  pains. 

That  we  may  fo  futnce  his  vengeful  ire. 

Or  do  him  mightier  fervice  as  his  thralls 

By  right  of  war,  whatever  his  bufinefs  be,  150 

Here  in  the  heart  of  Hell  to  work  in  fire. 

Or  do  his  errands  in  the  gloomy  deep ; 

What  can  it  then  avail,  though  yet  we  feel 

Strength  undiminifii'd,  or  eternal  being 

To  undergo  eternal  puniihment?  15^ 

Whereto  with  fpeedy  words  th'  Arch-Fiend  rcply'd. 

Fall'n  Cherub,  to  be  weak  is  miferable 
Doing  or  fufFering  :  but  of  this  be  fure. 
To  do  ought  good  never  will  be  our  taik. 
But  ever  to  do  lil  our  fole  delight,  jSq 

As  be'ing  the  contrary  to  his  high  will 
Whom  we  refill.     If  then  his  providence 
Out  of  our  evil  feek  to  bring  forth  good. 
Our  labor  mufl  be  to  pervert  that  end. 
And  out  of  good  ftill  to  find  means  of  evil;  163 

Which  oft-times  may  fucceed,  fo  as  perhaps 
Shall  grieve  him,  if  I  fail  not,  and  difturb 
His  inmoft  counfels  from  their  deftin'd  aim. 
But  fee  the  angry  vidtor  hath  recall'd 
His  miniilers  of  vengeance  and  purfuit  1 70 

Back  to  the  gates  of  Heav'n :  the  fulphurous  hail 
Shot  after  us  in  fiorm,  o'erblown  hath  laid 

Th« 
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The  fiery  furge,  that  from  the  precipice 

Of  Heav'n  receiv'd  us  falling;  and  the  thunder, 

Wing'd  with  red  lightning  and  impetuous  rage,     175 

Perhaps  hath  fpent  his  ihafts,  and  ceafes  now 

To  bellow  through  the  vafl  and  boundlefs  deep. 

Let  us  not  flip  th*  occafion,  whether  fcorn. 

Or  fatiate  fury  yield  it  from  our  foe. 

Seell  thou  yon  dreary  plain,  forlorn  and  wild,         180 

The  feat  of  defoiation,  void  of  light. 

Save  what  the  glimmering  of  thefe  livid  flames 

Cafts  pale  and  dreadful  ?  Thither  let  us  tend 

From  off  the  to  fling  of  thefe  fiery  waves. 

There  reft,  if  any  reft  can  harbour  there,  185 

And  re-afl!embling  our  afflicted  Powers, 

Confult  how  we  may  henceforth  moft  offend 

Our  enemy,  our  own  lofs  how  repair. 

How  overcome  this  dire  calamity. 

What  reinforcement  we  may  gain  from  hope,         190 

If  not  what  refolution  from  defpair. 

Thus  Satan  talking  to  his  neareft  mate 
With  head  up-lift  above  the  wave,  and  eyes 
That  fparkling  blaz'd,  his  other  parts  befides 
Prone  on  the  flood,  extended  long  and  large  195 

Lay  floting  many  a  rood,  in  bulk  as  huge 
As  whom  the  fables  name  of  monftrous  fize, 
Titanian,  or  Earth-born,  that  warr'd  on  Jove, 
Briareos  or  T "yphon,  whom  the  den 
By  ancient  Tarfus  held,  or  that  fea-beaft  200 

Leviathan,  which  God  of  all  his  works 
Created  hugeft  that  fwim  th'  ocean  llream ; 

Hira 
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Him  haply  flumb'ring  on  the  Norway  foam 

The  pilot  of  feme  fmall  night-foimder'd  fkifF 

Deeming  fome  iland,  oft,  as  fea-men  tell,  205 

With  fixed  anchor  in  his  fkaly  rind 

Moors  by  his  fide  under  the  lee,  while  night 

Invefts  the  fea,  and  wifhed  morn  delays : 

So  ilretch'd  out  huge  in  length  the  Arch-Fiend  lay 

Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake,  nor  ever  thence         210 

Had  ris'n  or  heav'd  his  head,  but  that  the  will 

And  high  permiffion  of  all-ruling  Heaven 

Left  him  at  large  to  his  own  dark  defigns. 

That  with  reiterated  crimes  he  might 

Heap  on  himfelf  damnation,  while  he  fought  215 

Evil  to  others,  and  enrag'd  might  fee 

How  all  his  malice  ferv'd  but  to  bring  forth 

Infinite  goodneTs,  grace  and  mercy  fhown 

On  Man  by  him  feduc'd,  but  on  himfelf 

Treble  confufion,  wrath  and  vengeance  pour'd.      220 

Forthwith  upright  he  rears  from  off  the  pool 

His  mighty  ftature ;  on  each  hand  the  flames 

Driv'n  backward  flope  their  pointing  fpires,  and  roll'd 

In  billows,  leave  i'  th'  midft  a  horrid  vale. 

Then  with  expanded  wings  he  fleers  his  flight        225 

Aloft,  incumbent  on  the  dulky  air 

That  felt  unufual  weight,  till  on  dry  land 

He  lights,  if  it  were  land  that  ever  burn*d 

With  folid,  as  the  lake  with  liquid  fire ; 

And  fuch  appear'd  in  hue,  as  when  the  force  230 

Of  fubterranean  wind  tranfports  a  hill 

Torn  from  Felorus,  or  the  fhatter'd  fide 

Of 
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Of  thund'rlng  ALtna.,  whofe  combuftible 

And  fuel'd  entrails  thence  conceiving  fire, 

Sublim'd  with  mineral  fury,  aid  the  winds,  235 

And  leave  a  finged  bottom  all  involved 

With  flench  and  fmoke:  Such  reiling  found  the  fole 

Of  unbleft  feet.     Him  follow'd  his  next  mate. 

Both  glorying  to  have  'fcap'd  the  Stygian  flood 

As  Gods,  and  by  their  own  recover'd  ilrength,       240 

Not  by  the  fufferance  of  fupernal  Power. 

Is  this  the  region,  this  the  foil,  the  clime. 
Said  then  the  loft  Arch-Angel,  this  the  feat 
That  we  muft  change  for  Heav'n,  this  mournful  gloom 
For  that  celeflial  light  ?  Be'  it  fo,  fmce  he  24.5 

Who  now  is  Sovran  can  difpofe  and  bid 
What  fliall  be  right :  fartheft  from  him  is  beft. 
Whom  reas'on  hath  equal'd,  force  hath  made  fupreme 
Above  his  equals.     Farewell  happy  fields. 
Where  joy  for  ever  dwells :  Hail  horrors,  hail         250 
Infernal  world,  and  thou  profoundeft  Hell 
Receive  thy  new  polTefTor ;  one  who  brings 
A  mind  not  to  be  chang'd  by  place  or  time. 
The  mind  is  its  own  place,  and  in  itfelf 
Can  make  a  Heav'n  of  Hell,  a  Hell  of  Heaven,      255 
What  matter  where,  if  I  be  ftill  the  fame. 
And  what  I  fhould  be,  all  but  lefs  than  he 
Whom  thunder  hath  made  greater  ?  Kere  at  leaft 
We  Ihall  be  free  ;  th'  Almighty  hath  not  built 
Here  for  his  envy,  will  not  drive  us  hence :  260 

Here  we  may  reign  fecure,  and  in  my  choice 
To  reign  is  worth  ambition  though  in  Hell  : 

Better 
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Better  to  reign  in  Hell,  than  ferve  In  Heaven. 

But  wherefore  let  we  then  our  faithful  friends, 

Th'  affociates  and  copartners  of  our  lofs,  z6^ 

Lie  thus  aftoiiifh'd  on  th'  oblivious  pool. 

And  call  them  not  to  Ihare  with  us  their  part 

In  this  unhappy  manfion,  or  once  more 

With  rallied  arms  to  try  what  may  be  yet 

Regain'd  in  Heav'n,  or  what  more  loft  in  Hell  ?     270 

So  Satan  fpake,  and  him  Beelzebub 
Thus  anfwer'd.     Leader  of  thofe  armies  bright. 
Which  but  th'  Omnipotent  none  could  have  foil'd. 
If  once  they  hear  that  voice,  their  livelieft  pledge 
Of  hope  in  fears  and  dangers,  heard  fo  oft  275 

In  worft  extremes,  and  on  the  perilous  edge 
Of  battel  when  it  rag'd,  in  all  afiaults 
Their  fureft  fignal,  they  will  foon  refume 
New  courage  and  revive,  though  now  they  lie 
Groveling  and  proftrate  on  yon  lake  of  fire,  2  So 

As  we  ere  while,  afiounded  and  amaz'd. 
No  wonder,  falFn  fuch  a  pernicious  highth. 

He  fearer  had  ceas'd  when  the  fuperior  Fiend 
Was  moving  tow'ard  the  Ihore ;  his  pond'rous  ihield. 
Ethereal  temper,  maffy,  large  and  round,  285 

Behind  Idm  caft ;  the  broad  circumference 
Hung  on  his  fhoulders  lilie  the  moon,  whofe  orb 
Through  optic  glafs  the  Tufcan  artift  views 
At  evening  from  the  top  of  Fefo'e, 
Or  in  Valdarno,  10  defcry  new  lands,  290 

Rivers  or  mountains  in  her  fpotty  globe. 
His  fpear,  to  equal  which  tne  talleft  pine 

Hewn 
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Hewn  on  Norwegian  hills,  to  be  the  mail 

Of  fome  great  ammiral,  were  but  a  wand. 

He  walk'd  with  to  fupport  uneafy  fteps  29- 

Over  the  burning  marie,  not  like  thofe  fteps 

On  Heaven's  azure,  and  the  ^torrid  clime 

Smote  on  him  fore  befides,  vaulted  with  fire : 

Nathlefs  he  fo  indur'd,  till  on  the  beach 

Of  that  inflamed  fea  he  ftood,  and  callM  300 

His  legions.  Angel  forms,  who  lay  intranc'd 

Thick  as  autumnal  leaves  that  ftrow  the  brooks 

In  Vallombrofa,  where  th'  Etrurian  fhades 

High  over-arch'd  imbow'r ;  or  fcatter'd  fedge 

Aflote,  when  with  fierce  winds  Orion  arm'd  305 

Hath  vex'd  the  Red-Sea  coaft,  whofe  waves  o'erthrew 

Bufuis  and  his  Memphian  chivalry. 

While  with  perfidious  hatred  they  purfued 

The  fojourners  of  Goihen,  who  beheld 

From  the  fafe  fhcre  their  floting  carcafes  310 

And  broken  chariot  wheels :  fo  thick  bellrown 

Abject  and  loft  lay  thefe,  covering  the  flood. 

Under  amazement  of  their  hideous  change. 

He  call'd  fo  loud,  that  all  the  hollow  deep 

Of  Hell  refounded.     Princes,  Potentates,  3 1 5 

Warriors,  the  fiow'r  of  Heav'n,  once  your's,  now  loft. 

If  fuch  aftonifliment  as  this  can  feife 

Eternal  Spi'rits ;  or  have  ye  chos'n  this  place 

After  the  toil  of  battel  to  repofe 

Your  wearied  virtue,  for  the  cafe  you  find  3  20 

To  flumber  here,  as  in  the  vales  of  Heaven  ? 

Ov  in  this  abjeft  pofture  have  ye  fwom 

3  To' 
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To'  adore  the  conqueror  ?  who  now  beholds 
Cherub  and  Seraph  rolling  in  the  flood 
With  fcatter'd  arms  and  enfigns,  till  anon  325 

His  fwift  purfuers  from  Heav'n  gates  difcern 
Th'  advantage,  and  defcending  tread  us  down 
Thus  drooping,  or  with  linked  thunderbolts 
Transfix  us  to  the  bottom  of  this  gulf. 
Awake,  arife,  or  be  for  ever  fall'n.  ^30 

They  heard,  and  were  abaih'd,  and  up  they  fprung 
Upon  the  wing,  as  when  men  wont  to  watch 
On  duty,  fleeping  found  by  whom  they  dread, 
Roufe  and  beftir  themfelves  ere  well  awake. 
Nor  did  they  not  perceive  the  evil  plight  335 

In  which  they  were,  or  the  fierce  pains  not  feel ; 
Yet  to  their  general's  voice  they  foon  obsy'd 
Innumerable.     As  when  the  potent  rod 
Of  Amram's  Ton,  in  Egypt's  evil  day, 
Wav'd  round  the  coaH:,  up  call'd  a  pitchy  cloud     340 
Of  locuils,  warping  on  the  eaftern  wind. 
That  o'er  the  realm  of  impious  Pharaoh  hung 
Like  night,  and  darken'd  all  the  land  of  Nile : 
So  numberlefs  were  thofe  bad  Angels  feen 
Hovering  on  wing  under  the  cope  of  Hell  343 

'Twixt  upper,  nether,  and  furrounding  fires; 
Till,  as  a  fignal  giv'n,  th'  up-lifted  fpear 
Of  their  great  Sultan  waving  to  direct 
Their  courfe,  in  even  balance  down  they  light 
On  the  firm  brimftone,  and  fill  all  the  plain;  350 

A  multitude,  like  which  the  populous  north 
Pour'd  never  from  her  frozen  loins,  to  pafs 

Rhene 


Book  I.         PARADISE    LOST.  17 

Rhene  or  the  Danaw,  when  her  barbarous  Tons 

Came  like  a  deluge  on  the  fouth,  and  fpread 

Beneath  Gibraltar  to  the  Libyan  fands.  355 

Forthwith  from  every  fquadron  and  each  band 

The  heads  and  leaders  thither  haile  where  flood 

Their  great  commander ;  Godlike  fhapes  and  forms 

Excelling  human,  princely  Dignities, 

And  Pow'rs  that  erft  in  Heaven  fat  on  thrones;      360 

Though  of  their  names  in  heav'nly  records  now 

Be  no  memorial,  blotted  out  and  ras'd 

By  their  rebellion  from  the  books  of  life. 

Nor  had  they  yet  among  the  fons  of  Eve 

Got  them  new  names,  till  wand'ring  o'er  the  earth. 

Through  God's  high  fufferance  for  the  tri'al  of  man. 

By  falfities  and  lies  the  greateft  part 

Of  mankind  they  corrupted  to  forfake 

God  their  Creator,  and  th'  invjfible 

G4ory  of  him  that  made  them  to  transform  370 

Oft  to  the  image  of  a  brute,  adorn'd ' 

With  gay  religions  full  of  pomp  and  gold. 

And  Devils  to  adore  for  Deities : 

Then  were  they  known  to  men  by  various  names. 

And  various  idols  through  the  Heathen  world.        375 

Say,  Mufe^  their  names  then  known,  who  fir  ft,  who  lall, 

Rous'd  from  the  dumber,  on  that  fiery  couch. 

At  their  great  emp'ror's  call,  as  next  in  worth 

Came  fmgly  where  he  flood  on  the  bare  ftrand. 

While  the  promifcuous  croud  ftood  yet  aloof.  380 

The  chief  were  thofe  who  from  the  pit  of  Hell 

Roaming  to  feek  their  prey  on  earth,  durft  fi^ 

Vol.  X.  C  Their 


l8  PARADISE     LOST.  Book  I. 

Their  feats  long  after  next  the  feat  of  God, 

Their  altars  by  his  altar,  Gods  ador'd 

Among  the  nations  round,  and  durfl  abide  3S- 

Jehovah  thund'ring  out  of  Sion,  thron'd 

Between  the  Cherubim  ;  yea,  often  plac'd 

Within  his  fanctuary  itfelf  their  fhrine?. 

Abominations ;  and  with  curfed  things 

His  holy  rites  and  folemn  feafls  profan'd,  39c 

And  with  their  darknefs  duril  affront  his  light. 

Firil  Moloch,  horrid  king,  befmear'd  with  blood 

Of  human  facrifice,  and  parents  tears. 

Though  for  the  noile  of  drums  and  timbrels  loud 

Their  childrens  cries  unheard,  that  pafs'd  through  fire 

To  his  grim  idol.     Him  the  Ammonite 

\\''orIhipt  in  Rabba  and  her  watry  plain. 

In  Argob  and  in  Bafan,  to  the  ftream 

Of  utmoft  Amon.     Nor  content  with  fuch 

Audacious  neighbourhood,  the  wifell  heart  4C0 

Of  Solomon  he  led  by  fraud  to  buUd 

His  temple  right  againfl:  the  temple'  of  God 

On  that  opprobrious  hill,  and  made  his  grove 

The  pleafant  valley'  of  Hinnom,  Tophet  thence 

And  black  Gehenna  call'd,  the  type  of  Hell.  405 

Next  Chemos,  th'  obfcene  dread  of  Mcab's  fons, 

From  Aroar  to  Nebo,  and  the  wild 

Of  fouthmoft  Abarim  ;  in  Hefebon 

And  Horonaim,  Seon's  realm,  beyond 

The  flowery  dale  of  Sibn^i  clad  with  vines,  410 

And  Eleale  to  the  Afphaltic  pool. 

Peor  his  other  name,  when  hi:  entic'd 

Ifrael 
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Ifrael  in  Sittim  on  their  marcli  from  Nile 

To  do  him  wanton  rites,  which  coil  them  woe. 

A^'et  thence  his  luHful  orgies  he  inkrg'd  415 

Ev'n  to  that  hill  of  fcandal,  by  the  grove 

Of  Moloch  homicide,  luft  hard  by  hate ; 

Till  good  Joliah  drove  them  thence  to  Hell. 

\7ith  thefe  came  they,  who  from  the  bord'ring  flood 

Of  old  Euphrates  to  the  brook  that  parts  420 

Egypt  from  Syrian  ground,  had  general  names 

©f  Baalim  and  Aflitaroth,  thofe  mala, 

Thefe  feminine.     For  Spirits  when  they  pleafe 

Can  either  fex  affixme,  or  both ;  fo  foft 

And  uncompounded  is  their  eflence  pure,  425 

Not  ty'd  or  manacled  with  joint  or  limb. 

Nor  founded  on  the  brittle  ftrength  of  bones. 

Like  cumbrous  flelh ;  but  in  what  fhape  they  choofe 

Dilated  or  condens'd,  bright  or  obfcure, 

Can  execute  their  aery  purpofes,  430 

And  works  of  love  or  enmity  fulfil. 

For  thofe  the  race  of  Ifrael  oft  forfook 

Their  living  ftrength,  and  unfrequented  left 

His  righteous  altar,  bowing  lowly  down 

To  beftial  Gods;  for  which  their  heads  as  low       435 

Bow'd  dov,'n  in  battel,  funk  before  the  fpcar 

Of  defpicable  toes.     With  th>efe  in  troop 

Came  Aftoreth,  whom  the  Phoenicians  call'd 

Aftarte,  queen  of  Heav'n,  with  crefcent  horns; 

To  whofe  bright  image  nightly  by  the  moon  440 

Sidonian  virgins  paid  their  vows  and  fongs. 

In  Sion  alfo  not  unfung,  where  ftood 

C  2  Her 
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Her  temple  on  th'  ofFenfive  mountain,  built 

By  that  uxorious  king,  whofe  heart  though  large, 

Beguil'd  by  fair  idolatreffes,  fell  445 

To  idols  foul.     Thammuz  came  next  behind, 

Whofe  annual  wound  in  Lebanon  allur'd 

The  Syrian  damfels  to  lament  his  fate 

In  amorous  ditties  all  a  fummer's  day. 

While  fmooth  Adonis  from  his  native  rock  45® 

Ran  purple  to  the  fea,  fuppos'd  with  blood 

Of  Thammuz  yearly  wounded :  the  love-tale 

Infecled  Sion*s  daughters  with  like  heat, 

Whofe  wanton  pafTions  in  the  facred  porch 

Ezekiel  faw,  when  by  the  vifion  led  455 

His  eye  furvey'd  the  dark  idolatries 

Of  alienated  Judah.     Next  came  one 

Who  mourn'd  in  earnell,  when  the  captive  ark 

MaimM  his  brute  image,  head  and  hands  lopt  off 

In  his  own  temple,  on  the  grunfel  edge,  460 

Where  he  fell  flat,  and  Ibam'd  his  worftiippers : 

Dagon  his  name,  fea  monfter,  upward  man 

And  downward  fifh :  yet  had  his  temple  high. 

Rear'd  in  Azotus,  dreaded  through  the  coaft 

Of  Paleftine,  in  Gath  and  Afcalon,  465 

And  Accaron  and  Gaza's  frontier  bounds. 

Him  follow'd  Rimmon,  whofe  delightfil  feat 

Was  fair  Damafcus,  on  the  fertil  banks 

Of  Abbana  and  Pharphar,  lucid  ftreams. 

He  alfo'  againfl  the  hcufe  of  God  was  bold :  470 

A  leper  once  he  loft,  and  gain'd  a  king, 

Ahaz  his  fottilh  conqu'ror,  v/hom  he  drew 

God's 
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God's  altar  to  difparage  and  difplace 

For  one  of  Syrian  mode,  whereon  to  burn 

His  odious  offerings,  and  adore  the  Gods  475 

Whom  he  had  vanquiih'd.     After  thefe  appear'd 

A  crew  who  under  names  of  old  renown, 

Ofiris,  Ifis,  Orus,  and  their  train. 

With  monftrous  fhapes  and  forceries  abus'd 

Fanatic  Egypt  and  her  priefts,  to  feek  480 

Their  wand'ring  Gods  difguis'd  in  brutilh  forms 

Rather  than  human.     Nor  did  Ifrael  'fcape 

Th'  infeftion,  when  their  borrow'd  gold  composed 

The  calf  in  Oreb ;  and  the  rebel  king 

Doubled  that  fm  in  Bethel  and  in  Dan,  485 

Likening  his  Maker  to  the  grazed  ox, 

Jehovah,  who  in  one  night  when  he  pafs'd 

From  Egypt  marching,  equal'd  with  one  ftroke 

Both  her  firll-born  and  all  her  bleating  Gods. 

Belial  came  laft,  than  whom  a  Spi'rit  more  lewd    490 

Fell  not  from  Heaven,  or  more  grofs  to  love 

Vice  for  itfelf :  to  him  no  temple  Hood 

Or  altar  fmok'd;  yet  who  more  oft  than  he 

In  temples  and  at  altars,  when  the  prieft 

Turns  atheift,  as  did  Eli's  fons,  who  fill'd  495 

With  lull:  and  violence  the  houfe  of  God  ? 

In  courts  and  palaces  he  alfo  reigns 

And  in  luxurious  cities,  where  the  noife 

Of  ri'ot  afcends  above  their  loftieft  towers. 

And  injury  and  outrage  :  and  when  night  500 

Darkens  the  ftreets,  then  wander  forth  the  fons 

Of  Belial,  flown  with  infolence  and  wine. 

C  3  Witnefs 
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Wknefs  the  Hreets  of  Sodom,  and  that  night 

In  Gibeah,  when  tlie  hofpitable  door 

Expos 'd  a  matron  to  avoid  worfe  rape.  50^ 

Thefe  were  the  prime  in  order  and  in  might ; 

The  reft  were  loDg  to  tell,  though  far  renown'd : 

Th'  Ionian  Gods,  of  Javan's  iiTue  held 

Gods,  yet  confefs'd  later  than  Heav'n  r.nd  Earth, 

Their  boafted  parents:  Titan Heav'n's  lirft-born,  510 

V/ith  his  enormous  brood,  and  birthright  feis'd 

By  younger  Saturn;  he  from  mightier  Jove 

His  own  and  Rhea's  fon  like  meafure  found; 

So  Jove  ufurping  reign'd:  thefe  firft  in  Crete 

And  Ida  known,  therce  on  the  fnowy  top  515 

Of  cold  Olympus  rul'd  the  middle  air. 

Their  higheft  Heav'n ;  or  on  the  Delphian  cliiF, 

Or  in  Dodona,  and  through  all  the  bounds. 

Of  Doric  land;  or  who  with  Saturn  old 

Fled  over  Adria  to  th'  Hefperian  fields,  520 

And  o'er  the  Celtic  roam'd  the  utmoft  iles. 

Ail  thefe  and  more  came  flocking ;  but  with  looks 
Down  caft  and  damp,  yet  fuch  wherein  appear'd 
Cbfcure  fome  glimpfe  of  joy,  to'  have  found  their  chief 
Not  in  defpair,  to'  have  found  themfelves  not  loft  525 
In  lofs  itfelf ;  which  on  his  count'nance  caft 
Like  doubrful  hue  :  but  he  his  wonted  pride 
Soon  recollefting,  with  high  words,  that  bore 
Semblance  of  worth  not  fjbftance,  gently  rais'd 
Their  fainting  courage,  and  difpell'd  their  fears.    530 
Then  ftrait  commands  that  at  the  warlike  found 
Of  trumpets  loud  and  clarions  be  uprear'd 

His 
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His  mighty  (landard:  that  proud  honor  clam'd 

Azazel  as  his  right,  a  Cherub  tall ; 

Who  forthwith  from  the  glittering  ftaiF  unfurPd     535 

Th'  imperial  enfign,  which  full  high  advanc'd 

Shone  like  a  meteor  ftreaming  to  the  wind. 

With  gems  and  golden  luftre  rich  imblaz'd. 

Seraphic  arms  and  trophies ;  all  the  while 

Sonorous  metal  blowing  martial  founds :  540 

At  which  the  univerfal  hoft  up  fent 

A  fhout,  that  tore  Hell's  concave,  and  beyond 

Frighted  the  reign  of  Chaos  and  old  Night. 

All  in  a  moment  through  the  gloom  were  feen 

Ten  thoufand  banners  rife  into  the  air  545 

With  orient  colors  waving  :  with  them  rofe 

A  foreil  huge  of  fpears ;  and  thronging  helms 

Appear'd,  and  ferried  Ihields  in  thick  array 

Of  depth  immeafurable  :  anon  they  move 

In  perfedl  phalanx  to  the  Dorian  mood  550 

Of  flutes  and  foft  recorder;  fuch  as  rais'd 

To  highth  of  nobleft  temper  heroes  old 

Arming  to  battel,  and  inftead  of  rage 

Deliberate  valor  breathM,  firm  and  unmov'd 

With  dread  of  death  to  flight  or  foul  retreat;         555 

Nor  wanting  pow'r  to  mitigate  and  fwage 

With  folemn  touches  troubled  thoughts,  and  chafe 

Anguifh  and  doubt  and  fear  and  forrow'  and  pain 

From  mortal  or  immortal  minds.     Thus  they 

Breathing  united  force  with  fixed  thought  560 

Mov'd  on  in  fdence  to  foft  pipes,  that  charm'd 

Their  painful  fteps  o'er  the  burnt  foil ;  and  now 

C  4  Advanc'd 
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Advanc'd  in  view  they  Hand,  a  horrid  front 

Of  dreadful  length  and  dazling  arms,  in  guife 

Of  warriors  old  with  order'd  fpear  and  fhield,        565 

Awaiting  what  command  their  mighty  chief 

Had  to  impofe :  He  through  the  armed  files 

Darts  his  experienc'd  eye,  and  foon  traverfe 

The  v/hole  battalion  views,  their  order  due. 

Their  vifages  and  llature  as  of  Gods :  5 70 

Their  number  laft  he  fums.     And  now  his  heart 

Difhends  with  pride,  and  hard'ning  in  his  llrength 

Glories :  for  never  fmce  created  man 

Ivlet  fuch  imbodied  force,  as  nam'd  with  thefe 

Gould  merit  more  than  that  fmall  infantry  575 

Warr'd-on  by  cranes ;  though  all  the  giant  brood 

Of  Phlegra  with  th'  heroic  race  were  join'd 

That  fought  at  Thebes  and  Ilium,  on  each  fide 

Mix'd  with  auxiliar  Gods ;  and  what  refounds 

In  fable  or  romance  of  Uther's  fon  580 

Begirt  with  Britifn  and  Armoric  knights  5 

And  all  who  fmce,  baptiz'd  or  infidel, 

J  culled  in  Afpramont  or  Montalban, 

Damafco,  Of  Maroccc,  or  Trebifond, 

Or  whom  Biferta  fent  from  Afric  Ihore,  585 

When  Charlemain  with  all  his  peerage  fell 

By  Fontarabbia.     Thus  far  thefe  beyond 

Compare  of  mortal  prowefs,  yet  obfcrv'd 

Their  dread  commander  :  he  above  the  reft 

In  fnape  and  gefcure  proudly  eminent  590 

Stood  like  a  tow'r ;  his  form  had  yet  not  loft 

All  her  original  brightnefs,  nor  appear 'd 

Leis 
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Lefs  than  Arch-Angel  ruin'd,  and  th'  excefs 
Of  glory'  obrcur'd;  as  when  the  fun  new  rifen 
I^ooks  through  the  horizontal  mifty  air  595 

Shorn  of  his  beams,  or  from  behind  the  moon 
In  dim  eclipfe  difaftrous  twihght  fheds 
On  half  the  nations,  and  with  fear  of  change 
Perplexes  monarchs.     Darken'd  fo,  yet  Ihone 
Above  them  all  th'  Arch-Angel :  but  his  face        600 
Deep  fears  of  thunder  had  intrench'd,  and  care 
Sat  on  his  faded  cheek,  but  under  brows 
Of  dauntkfs  courage,  and  confiderate  pride 
Waiting  revenge  :  cruel  his  eye,  but  caft       , 
Signs  of  remorfe  and  paffion  to  behold  605 

The  fellows  of  his  crime,  the  followers  rather 
(Far  other  once  beheld  in  bllfs)  condemn'd 
For  ever  now  to  have  their  lot  in  pain. 
Millions  of  Spirits  for  his  fault  amerc'd 
Of  Heav'n,  and  from  eternal  fplendors  flung  610 

For  his  revolt,  yet  faithful  how  they  Hood, 
Their  glory  wither 'd  :  as  when  Heaven's  fire 
Hath  fcath'd  the  foreil  oaks,  or  mountain  pines. 
With  fmged  top  their  ftately  growth  though  bare 
Stands  on  the  blafted  heath.     He  now  prepar'd      615 
To  fpeak ;  whereat  their  doubled  ranks  they  bend 
From  wing  to  wing,  and  half  inclofe  him  round 
With  all  his  peers :  attention  held  them  mute. 
Thrice  he  affay'd,  and  thrice  in  fpite  of  fcorn 
Tears,  fuch  as  Angels  weep,  burll:  forth  :  at  laft    620 
Words  interwove  with  fighs  found  out  their  way. 
O  Myriads  of  immortal  Spi'rits,  O  Powers 
.     -  Matchlefs, 
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Matchlefs,  but  with  th'  Almighty,  and  that  flrife 

Was  not  inglorious,  though  th'  event  was  dire. 

As  this  place  teftifies,  and  this  dire  change  625 

Hateful  to  utter :  but  what  pow'r  of  mind 

Forefeeing  or  prefaging,  from  the  depth 

Of  knowledge  pail  or  prefent,  could  have  fear'd. 

How  fuch  united  force  of  Gods,  how  fuch 

As  ftood  like  thefe,  could  ever  know  repulfe  ?         630 

For  who  can  yet  believe,  though  after  lofs. 

That  all  thefe  puiffant  legions,  whofe  exile 

Hath  emptied  Heav'n,  lliall  fail  to  re-afcend 

Self-rais'^,  and  repoflefs  their  native  feat? 

For  me  be  witnefs  all  the  hoft  of  Heaven,  635 

If  counfels  diiferent,  or  danger  fhunn'd 

Bv  me,  have  loft  our  hopes.     But  he  who  reigns 

Monarch  in  Heav'n,  till  then  as  one  fecure 

Sat  on  his  throne,  upheld  by  old  repute, 

Confent  or  cuftom,  and  his  regal  ftate  640 

Put  forth  at  full,  but  ftill  his  ftrength  conceal'd. 

Which  tempted  our  attempt,  and  wrought  our  fall. 

Henceforth  his  might  we  know,  and  know  our  own. 

So  as  not  either  to  provoke,  or  dread 

New  war,  provok'd;  our  better  part  remains         645 

To  work  in  clofe  defign,  by  fraud  or  guile. 

What  force  effected  not :  tliat  he  no  leCs 

At  length  from  us  may  find,  who  overcomes 

Bv  force,  hath  overcome  but  half  his  foe. 

Space  may  produce  new  worlds;  whereof  fo  rife   650 

There  went  a  fame  in  Heav'n  that  he  ere  long 

Intended  to  create,  and  therein  plant 

Age- 
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A  generation,  whom  his  choice  regard 

Should  favor  equal  to  tlie  fons  of  Heaven : 

Thither,  if  but  to  pry,  Ihall  be  perhaps  G^-^ 

Our  firll  eruption,  thither  or  elfewhere : 

For  this  infernal  pit  fhall  never  hold 

Celeftial  Spi'rits  in  bondage,  nor  th'  abyfs 

Long  under  darknefs  cover.     But  thefe  thoughts 

Full  counfel  muft  mature  :  Peace  is  defpair'd,        d^Xi 

For  who  can  think  rubmiffion  ?  War  then.  War 

Open  or  underilood  mufi  be  refolv'd. 

He  fpake :  and  to  conlirm  his  words,  out-flew 
Millions  of  flaming  fwords,  drawn  from  tlie  thighs 
Of  mighty  Cherubim ;  the  fudden  blazvi  6^-^ 

Far  round  illumin'd  Hell :  highly  they  rag'd 
Againfl:  the  High'eft,  and  fierce  with  grafped  arms 
Clafli'd  on  their  founding  fliields  the  din  of  war. 
Hurling  defiance  tow'ard  the  vault  of  Heaven. 

There  flood  a  hill  not  far,  v^hofe  grifly  top         (i-j(y 
Belch'd  fire  and  rolling  fmoke ;  the  reil  entii-e 
Shone  with  a  glofl^y  fcurf,  undoubted  fign 
That  in  his  womb  was  hid  metaUic  ore. 
The  work  of  fulphur.     Thither  wing'd  with  fpeed 
A  numerous  brigad  haften'd  :  as  v/hen  bands         675 
Of  pioneers  with  fpade  and  pickax  arm 'd 
Forerun  the  royal  camp,  to  trench  a  field. 
Or  call:  a  rampart.     Mammon  led  them  on. 
Mammon,  the  leafl  ereded  Spi'rit  that  fell 
From  Heav'n,  for  e'en  in  Heav'n  his  looks  and  thouo-hts 
Were  always  downward  bent,  admiring  more 
The  riches  of  Heaven's  pavement,  uodden  gold. 

Than 
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Than  ought  divine  or  holy  elfe  enjoy'd 

In  vifion  beatific  :  by  him  firfl 

Men  alfo,  and  by  his  fuggeftion  taught,  685 

Ranfack'd  the  center,  and  with  impious  hands 

Rifled  the  bowels  of  their  mother  earth 

For  treafures  better  hid.     Soon  had  his  crew 

Open'd  into  the  hill  a  fpacious  wound. 

And  digg'd  out  ribs  of  gold.     Let  none  admire     690 

That  riches  grow  in  Hell ;  that  foil  may  beft 

Deferve  the  precious  bane.     And  here  let  thofe 

Who  boaft  in  mortal  things,  and  wond'ring  tell 

Of  Babel,  and  the  works  of  Memphian  kings. 

Learn  how  their  greateft  monuments  of  fame,        695 

And  ftrength,  and  art,  are  eafily  out-done 

By  Spirits  reprobate,  and  in  an  hour 

What  in  an  age  they  with  inceifant  toil 

And  hands  innumerable  fcarce  perform. 

Nigh  on  the  plain  in  many  cells  prepared,  700 

That  underneath  had  veins  of  liquid  fire 

Sluc'd  from  the  lake,  a  fecond  multitude 

With  wond'rous  art  founded  the  mafly  ore, 

i  evering  each  kind,  and  fcumm'd  the  bullion  drofs : 

A  third  as  foon  had  form'd  within  the  ground        705 

A  various  mould,  and  from  the  boiling  cells 

By  ftrange  conveyance  fill'd  each  hollow  nook. 

As  in  an  organ  from  one  blaft  of  wind 

To  many  a  row  of  pipes  the  found-board  breathes. 

Anon  out  of  the  earth  a  fabric  huge  710 

Rofe  like  an  exhalation,  with  the  found 

Of  dulcet  fymphonies  and  voices  fweet. 

Built 
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Built  like  a  temple,  where  pilafters  round 

Were  fet,  and  Doric  pillars  overlaid 

With  golden  architrave ;  nor  did  there  want  7 1 5 

Cornice  or  freeze,  with  boffy  fculptures  graven ; 

The  roof  was  fretted  gold.     Not  Babylon, 

Nor  great  Alcairo  fuch  magnificence 

Equal'd  in  all  their  glories,  to  inlhrine 

Belus  or  Serapis  their  Gods,  or  feat  720 

Their  kings,  \\'hen  Egypt  with  AfTyria  ftrove 

In  wealth  and  luxury.     Th'  afcending  pile 

Stood  fix'd  her  ftately  highth,  and  llrait  the  doors 

Opening  their  brazen  folds  difcover  wide 

Within,  her  ample  fpaces,  o'er  the  fmooth  725 

And  level  pavement :  from  the  arched  roof 

Pendent  by  fubtle  magic  many  a  row 

Of  ftarry  lamps  and  blazing  crefTets  fed 

With  Naphtha  and  Afphaltus  yielded  light 

As  from  a  flcy.     The  haily  multitude  730 

Admiring  enter'd,  and  the  work  fome  praife. 

And  fome  the  architefl :  his  hand  was  knov,Ti 

In  Heav'n  by  many  a  tow'red  ftruclure  high. 

Where  fcepter'd  Angels  held  their  refidence. 

And  fat  as  princes,  whom  the  fupreme  King  73^ 

Exalted  to  fuch  pow'r,  and  gave  to  rule, 

Each  in  his  hierarchy,  the  orders  bright. 

Nor  was  his  name  unlieard  or  unadcr'd 

In  ancient  Greece  ;  and  in  Aufonian  land 

Men  call'd  him  Mulciber  ;  and  how  he  fell  740 

From  Heav'n,  they  fabled,  thi'own  by  angry  Jove 

Sheer  o'er  the  cryftal  b:itdements  -,  from  morn 

To 
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To  noon  he  fell,  from  noon  to  dewy  eve, 

A  fummer's  day ;  and  with  the  fetting  fun 

Dropt  from  the  zenith  like  a  falling  ftar,  745 

On  Lemnos  th'  ^'gean  ile  :  thus  they  relate. 

Erring  ;  for  he  v/ith  this  rebellious  rout 

Pell  long  before;  nor  ought  avail'd  him  now 

T'  have  built  in  Heav'n  high  tovv'rs;  nor  did  he  Tcape 

By  all  his  engins,  but  was  headlong  fent  750 

With  his  induilrious  crew  to  build  in  Hell. 

Mean  while  the  winged  heralds  by  command 
Of  fovran  pow'r,  with  asvful  ceremony 
And  trumpet's  found,  throughout  the  hoil  proclame 
A  folemn  council  forthwith  to  be  held  755 

At  Pandemonium,  the  high  capital 
Of  Satan  and  his  peers:  their  fummons  call'd 
From  every  band  and  fquared  regiment 
By  place  or  choice  the  worthieft;  they  anon 
With  hundreds  and  with  thoufands  trooping  came  760 
Attended ;  all  accefs  was  thrcng'd,  the  gates 
And  porches  wide,  but  chief  the  fpacious  hall 
(Though  like  a  cover'd  field,  where  champions  bold 
Wont  ride  in  arm'd,  and  at  the  Scldan's  chair 
Defy'd  the  beil  of  Panim  chivalry  765 

To  mortal  combat,  or  career  with  lance) 
Thick  fwarm'd,  both  on  the  ground  and  in  the  air 
Brufh'd  v.'ith  the  hifs  of  rulling  winds.     As  bees 
In  fpring  time,  when  the  fun  with  Taurus  rides. 
Pour  forth  their  populous  youth  about  the  hive      ifo 
In  clufters  \  they  among  frefh  dews  and  flowers 
Fly  to  and  fro,  or  on  the  fmoothed  plank, 

4  The 
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The  fuburb  of  their  ftraw-built  citadel. 

New  rubb*d  with  balm,  expatiate  and  confer 

Their  Hate  affairs.     So  thick  the  aery  croud  "jf^ 

Swarm'd  and  were  flraiten'd ;  till,  the  fignal  given. 

Behold  a  wonder  1  they  but  now  who  feem'd 

In  bignefs  to  furpafs  earth's  giant  fons. 

Now  lefs  than  fmallefl:  dwarfs,  in  narrow  room 

Throng  numberlefs,  like  that  pygmean  race  78a 

Beyond  the  Indian  mount,  or  faery  elves, 

Whofe  midnight  revels  by  a  foreft  fide 

Or  fountain  fome  belated  peafant  fees. 

Or  dreams  he  fees,  while  over-head  the  moon 

Sits  arbitrefs,  and  nearer  to  the  earth  ']%^ 

Wheels  her  pale  courfe,  they  on  their  mirth  and  dance 

Intent,  with  jocund  mufic  charm  his  ear; 

At  once  with  joy  and  fear  his  heart  rebounds. 

Thus  incorporeal  Spi'rits  to  fmallefl  forms 

Reduc'd  their  fhapes  immenfe,  and  were  at  large,  790 

Though  without  number  flill  amidfl  the  hall 

Of  that  infernal  court.     But  far  within. 

And  in  their  own  dimenfions  like  themfelves. 

The  great  Seraphic  Lords  and  Cherubim 

In  clofe  reccfs  and  fecret  conclave  fat  795 

A  thoufand  Demi -gods  on  golden  feats. 

Frequent  and  full.     After  faort  filence  then 

^nd  fummons  read,  the  great  confult  began. 
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THE      A  R  G  U  M  E  N  T, 

The  confaltatlon  begun,  Satan  debates  whether  an- 
other battel  be  to  be  hazarded  for  the  recovery  of 
Heaven :  Some  advife  it,  others  difiuade  :  A  third 
propofal  is  preferred,  mention 'd  before  by  Satan,  to 
fearch  the  truth  of  that  prophecy  or  tradition  in 
Heaven  concerning  another  world,  and  another  kind 
of  creature  equal  or  not  much  inferior  to  themfelves, 
about  this  time  to  be  created:  Their  doubt  who 
Ihall  be  fent  on  this  dilficult  fearch  :  Satan  their 
chief  undertakes  alone  the  voyage,  is  honor'd  and 
applauded.  The  council  thus  ended,  the  reft  betake 
them  feveral  ways,  and  to  feveral  employments,  as 
their  inclinations  lead  them,  to  entertain  the  time 
till  Satan  return.  He  paffes  on  his  journey  to  Hell 
gates,  finds  them  fnut,  and  who  fate  there  to  guard 
them,  by  whom  at  length  they  are  open'd,  and  dif- 
cover  to  him  the  great  gulf  between  Hell  and  Hea- 
ven; with  what  difficulty  he  palTes  through,  directed 
by  Chaos,  the  Power  of  that  place,  to  the  fight  of 
this  new  world  which  he  fought. 
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HIGH  on  a  throne  of  royal  ftate,  which  far 
Outfhone  the  wealth  of  Ormus  and  of  Ind> 
■Or  where  the  gorgeous  eafl  with  richeft  hand 
Show'rs  on  her  kings  barbaric  pearl  and  gcid, 
Satan  exalted  fat,  by  merit  rais'd  5 

To  that  bad  eminence ;  and  from  defpair 
Thus  high  uplifted  beyond  hope,  afpires 
Beyond  thus  high,  infatiate  to  purfue 
Vain  war  with  Heav'n,  and  by  fuccefs  untaught 
His  proud  imaginations  thus  difplay'd.  10 

Pow'rs  and  Dominions,  Deities  of  Heaven, 
For  fmce  no  deep  within  her  gulf  can  hold 
Immortal  vigor,  though  opprefs'd  and  fall'n, 
I  give  not  Heav'n  for  loft.     From  this  defcent 
Celeflial  virtues  rifmg,  will  appear  1 5 

More  glorious  and  mere  dread  than  from  no  fall. 
And  truft  themfelves  to  fear  no  fecond  fate. 
Me  though  juft  right,  and  the  fix'd  laws  of  Heaven 
Did  firft  create  your  leader,  next  free  choice. 
With  wliat  befides,  in  counfel  or  in  fight,  20 

Hath  been  achiev'd  of  merit,  yet  this  lofs 
Thus  far  at  leaft  rccover'd,  hath  much  more 
•Ellabli{h'4  in  a  fafe  unenvied  throne, 

D  2  Yielded 
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Yielded  with  full  confent.     The  happier  ftatc 

In  Heav'n,  which  follows  dignity,  might  draw         25 

Envy  from  each  inferior ;  but  who  here 

Will  envy  whom  the  highefl:  place  expofes 

Foremoft  to  ftand  againft  the  Thund'rer's  aim 

Your  bulwark,  and  condemns  to  greatell  Ihare 

Of  endlefs  pain  ?  where  there  is  then  no  good  3c 

For  which  to  llrive,  no  flrife  can  grow  up  there 

From  fa£tion ;  for  none  fure  will  dame  in  Hell 

Precedence,  none,  whofe  portion  is  fo  fmall 

Of  prefent  pain,  that  with  ambitious  mind 

Will  covet  more.     With  this  advantage  then  35 

To  union,  and  firm  faith,  and  firm  accord. 

More  than  can  be  in  Heav'n,  we  now  return 

To  clame  our  jufl  inheritance  of  old. 

Surer  to  profper  than  profperity 

Could  have  alTur'd  us  ;  and  by  what  be  ft  way,  40 

Whether  of  open  war  or  covert  guile. 

We  now  debate ;  who  can  advife,  may  fpeak. 

He  ceas'd,  and  next  him  Moloch,  fcepter'd  king. 
Stood  up,  the  flrongeft  and  the  fierceft  Spirit 
That  fought  in  Heav'n,  now  fiercer  by  defpair :       45 
His  truft  was  with  th'  Eternal  to  be  deem'd 
Equal  in  ftrength,  and  rather  than  be  lefs 
Car'd  not  to  be  at  all  ;  with  that  care  loft 
Went  all  his  fear :  of  God,  or  Hell,  or  worfe 
He  reck'd  not,  and  thefe  words  thereafter  fpake.      50 

My  fentence  is  for  open  war  :  of  wiles. 
More  unexpert,  I  boall  not :  them  let  thofe 
Contrive  who  need,  or  when  they  need,  not  now. 

For 
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For  while  they  fit  contriving,  fhall  the  reft. 

Millions  that  ftand  in  arms,  and  longing  wait  55 

The  fignal  to  afcend,  fit  ling 'ring  here 

Heav'n's  fugitives,  and  for  their  dwelling-place 

Accept  this  dark  opprobrious  den  of  fhame. 

The  prifon  of  his  tyranny  who  reigns 

By  our  delay  ?  no,  let  us  rather  choofe,  60 

Arm'd  with  Hell  flames  and  fury,  all  at  once 

O'er  Heav'n's  high  tow'rs  to  force  refiftlefs  way. 

Turning  our  tortures  into  horrid  arms 

Againft  the  torturer ;  when  to  meet  the  noife 

Of  his  almighty  engin  he  fhall  hear  65 

Infernal  thunder,  and  for  lightning  fee 

Black  lire  and  horror  (hot  with  eqaal  rage 

Among  his  Angels,  and  his  throne  itfelf 

Mix'd  with  1  artarean  fulphur,  and  ftrange  fire. 

His  own  invented  torments.     But  perhaps  JQ 

The  way  feems  difficult  and  fteep  to  fcale 

With  upright  wing  againft  a  higher  foe. 

Let  fuch  bethink  them,  if  the  fleepy  drench 

Of  that  forgetful  lake  bcnumm  not  ftill. 

That  in  our  proper  motion  we  afcend  75 

Up  to  our  native  feat :  defcent  and  fall 

To  us  is  adverfe.     Who  but  felt  of  late. 

When  the  fierce  foe  hung  on  our  broken  rear 

Infulting,  and  purfued  us  through  the  deep. 

With  what  compulfion  and  laborious  flight  80 

We  funk  thus  low?  Th'  afcent  is  eafy  then; 

Th'  event  is  fear'd ;  fhould  we  again  provoke 

Our  ftronger,  fome  worfe  way  his  wrath  may  find 

D  3  To 
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To  our  dellruclion ;  if  there  be  in  Hell 

Fear  to  be  vvorfe  deflroy'd :  what  can  be  worfe        85 

Than  to  dwell  here,  driv'n  out  from  blifs,  condemn'd 

In  this  abhorred  deep  to  utter  woe ; 

Where  pain  of  unextinguifhable  fire 

Mull  exercife  us  without  hope  of  end 

The  vaflals  of  his  anger,  when  the  fcourge  go 

Inexorably,  and  the  torturing  hour. 

Calls  us  to  penance  ?  More  deftroy'd  than  thus 

We  Ihould  be  quite  abolifh'd  and  expire. 

What  fear  we  then  ?  what  doubt  we  to  incenfe 

His  utmoil  ire  ?  which  to  the  highth  enrag'd,  95 

Will  either  quite  confume  us,  and  reduce 

To  nothing  this  effential,  happier  far 

Than  miferable  to  have  eternal  being : 

Or  if  our  fubflance  be  indeed  divine. 

And  cannot  ceafe  to  be,  we  are  at  vvorll  1 00 

On  this  fide  nothing ;  and  by  proof  we  feel 

Our  pow'r  fuincicnt  to  diHurb  his  Heaven, 

And  with  perpetual  inroads  to  alarm. 

Though  inacceffible,  his  fatal  throne  : 

Which,  if  not  victory,  is  yet  revenge.  105 

He  ended  frowning,  and  his  lock  denounc'd 
Defp'rate  revenge,  and  battel  dangerous 
To  lefs  than  Gods.     On  th'  other  fide  up  rofe 
Belial,  in  acl  more  graceful  and  humane; 
A  fairer  perfon  loft  not  Heav'n  ;  he  feem'd  1 10 

For  dignity  compos 'd  and  high  exploit : 
But  all  was  falfe  and  hollow ;  though  his  tongue 
Dropt  Mannaj  and  could  make  the  worfe  appear 

4-  The 
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The  better  reafon,  to  perplex  and  dafh 

Matureft  counfels :  for  his  thoughts  were  low;       115 

To  vice  induftrious,  but  to  nobler  deeds 

Timorous  and  flothful :  yet  he  pleas 'd  the  ear. 

And  with  perfuafive  accent  thus  began. 

I  fhould  be  much  for  open  war,  O  Peers, 
As  not  behind  in  hate ;  if  what  was  urg'd  1 20 

Main  reafon  to  perfuade  immediate  war. 
Did  not  difTuade  me  mofl,  and  feem  to  caft 
Ominous  conjefture  on  the  whole  fuccefs: 
When  he  who  moil  excels  in  fadt  of  arms. 
In  what  he  counfels  and  in  what  excels  125 

Miftruflful,  grounds  his  courage  on  defpair 
And  utter  diffolution,  as  the  fcope 
Of  all  his  aim,  after  fome  dire  revenge. 
Firft,  what  revenge  ?  the  tow'rs  of  Heaven  are  fill'd 
With  armed  watch,  that  render  all  accefs  130 

Impregnable;  oft  on  the  bord'ring  deep 
Incamp  their  legions,  or  with  ubfcure  wing 
Scout  far  and  wide  into  the  realm  of  night. 
Scorning  furprife.     Or  could  we  break  our  way 
By  force,  and  at  our  heels  all  Hell  fhould  rife  135 

With  blackeft  infurredion,  to  confound 
Heav'n's  pureft  light,  yet  our  great  enemy 
All  incorruptible  would  on  his  thro.ie 
Sit  unpolluted,  and  th'  ethereal  mould 
Incapable  of  iiain  would  loon  expel  140 

Her  mifchief,  and  purge  orf  the  bafer  fire 
Vidlorious.     Thus  repuls'd,  our  final  hope 
Is  fiat  defpair  :  we  mufl  exafperate 

D4  Th» 
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Th*  almighty  vidlor  to  fpend  all  his  rage. 

And  that  mull  end  us,  that  muft  be  our  cure,  145 

To  be  no  more  ;  fad  cure  I  for  who  would  lofe. 

Though  full  of  pain,  this  intelleftual  being, 

Thofe  thoughts  that  wander  through  eternity. 

To  periih  rather,  fwallow'd  up  and  loll 

In  the  wide  womb  of  uncreated  night,  150 

Devoid  of  fenfe  and  motion  ?  and  who  knows. 

Let  this  be  good,  whether  our  angry  foe 

Can  give  it,  or  will  ever  ?  how  he  can. 

Is  doubtful ;  that  he  never  will,  is  fure. 

Will  he,  fo  wife,  let  loofe  at  once  his  ire,  155 

Belike  through  impotence,  or  unaware. 

To  give  his  enemies  their  wilh,  and  end 

Them  in  his  anger,  whom  his  anger  faves 

To  puniih  endlefs  ?  Wherefore  ceafe  we  then  ? 

Say  they  who  counfel  war,  we  are  decreed,  160 

Referv'd,  and  dellin'd  to  eternal  woe  ; 

Whatever  doing,  what  can  we  fuirer  more. 

What  can  we  fulier  worfe  ?  Is  this  then  worll. 

Thus  fitting,  thus  confuking,  thus  in  arms  ? 

What  when  v/e  fled  amain,  purfued  and  llruck        165 

With  Heav'n's  alflicling  thunder,  and  befought 

The  deep  to  fhelter  us  ?  this  Hell  then  feem'd 

A  refuge  from  thofe  wounds ;  or  when  we  lay 

Chain'd  on  the  burning  lake  ?  that  fure  was  worfe. 

What  if  the  breath  that  kindled  thole  grim  fires,    170 

Awak'd  Ihould  blow  them  into  fev'nfold  rage. 

And  plunge  us  in  the  flames  ?  or  from  above 

Should  intermitted  vengeance  arm  again 

His 
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His  red  right  hand  to  plague  us  ?  what  if  all 

Her  ftores  were  open'd,  and  this  firmament  175 

Of  Hell  ihould  fpout  her  cataracls  of  fire. 

Impendent  horrors,  threatning  hideous  fall 

One  day  upon  our  heads ;  while  we  perhaps 

Defigning  or  exhorting  glorious  war. 

Caught  in  a  fiery  tempell  fhall  be  hurl'd  189 

Each  on  his  rock  transfix 'd,  the  fport  and  prey 

Of  racking  whirlwinds,  or  for  ever  funk 

Under  yon  boiling  ocea.i,  wrapt  in  chains ; 

There  to  converfe  with  everlalling  groans, 

Unrefpited,  unpitied,  unrepriev'd,  i8j; 

Ages  of  hopelefs  end  ?  tliis  would  be  worfe. 

War  therefore,  open  or  conceal'd,  alike 

My  voice  diifuades ;  for  what  can  force  or  guile 

With  him,  or  who  deceive  his  mind,  whofe  eye 

Views  all  tilings  at  one  view  ?  he  from  Heav'n's  highth 

All  thefe  our  motions  vain  fees  and  derides ; 

Not  more  almighty  to  refill  our  might 

Than  wife  to  fruftrate  all  our  plots  and  wiles. 

Shall  we  then  live  thus  vile,  the  race  of  Heaven 

Thus  trampled,  thus  expell'd  to  fufFer  here  195 

Chains  and  thefe  torments  ?  better  thefe  than  vvorfe 

By  my  advice ;  fmce  fate  inevitable 

Subdues  us,  and  omnipotent  decree. 

The  vigor's  will.     To  fuifer,  as  to  do. 

Our  ftrength  is  equal,  nor  the  law  unjuil  200 

That  fo  ordains :  this  was  at  firil  refolv'd. 

If  we  were  wife,  againft  fo  great  a  foe 

Coniending,  and  fo  doubtful  what  might  fall. 

I  laughj 
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I  laugh,  when  thofe  who  at  the  fpear  are  bold 

And  ventrous,  if  that  fail  them,  fhrink  and  fear      205 

What  yet  they  know  muft  follow,  to  indure 

Exile,  or  ignominy',  or  bonds,  or  pain. 

The  fentence  of  their  conqu'ror  :  this  is  now 

Our  doom ;  which  if  we  can  fuftain  and  bear. 

Our  fupreme  foe  in  time  may  much  remit  2io 

His  anger,  and  perhaps  thus  far  remov'd 

Not  mind  us  not  offending,  fatisfy'd 

With  what  is  punilh'd ;  whence  thefe  raging  fires. 

Will  flacken,  if  his  breath  llir  not  their  flames. 

Our  purer  effence  then  will  overcome  2 1 5 

Their  noxious  vapor,  or  inur'd  not  feel. 

Or  chang'd  at  length,  and  to  the  place  conform'd 

In  temper  and  in  nacure,  will  receive 

Familiar  the  fierce  heat,  and  void  of  pain  ; 

This  horror  will  grow  mild,  this  darknefs  light:     220 

Befides  what  hope  the  never-ending  flight 

Of  future  days  may  bring,  what  chance,  what  change 

Worth  waiting,  fince  our  prefent  lot  appears 

For  happy  though  but  ilj,  for  ill  not  worfl. 

If  u'e  procure  not  to  ourfelves  more  woe.  225 

Thus  Belial  with  words  clotli'd  in  reafon^s  garb 
Counfei'd  ignoble  eafe,  and  peaceful  floth. 
Not  peace  :  and  after  him  thus  Mammon  fpake. 

Either  to  difinthrone  the  king  of  Heaven 
We  war,  if  war  be  beil,  or  to  regain  230 

Our  own  right  loll :  him  to  unthrone  v/e  then 
May  hope,  when  everlaHing  Fate  ftiall  yield 
To  ficklc  Chance,  and  Chaos  judge  the  llrife : 

The 
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The  former  vain  to  hope  argues  as  vain 

The  latter:  for  v/hat  place  can  be  for  us  235 

Within  Hcav'n's  bound,  unlefs  Heav'n's  Lord  fupreme 

We  ov^erpow'rr  Suppofe  he  Ihould  relent. 

And  publiih  grace  to  all,  on  promife  made 

Of  new  fubjevftion;  with  what  eyes  could  we 

Stand  in  his  prefence  humble,  and  receive  240 

Strict  laws  impos'd,  to  celebrate  his  throne 

With  v/arbled  hymns,  and  to  his  Godhead  fmg 

Forc'd  Hallelujahs ;  while  he  lordly  fits 

Our  envied  fovran,  and  his  altar  breathes 

Ambrofial  odors  and  ambrofial  flowers,  245 

Our  fervile  oiFerings  ?  This  mull:  be  our  taik 

In  Heav'n,  this  our  delight;  how  wearilome 

Eternity  fo  fpent  in  v/oriliip  paid 

To  whcm  we  hate  1  Let  us  not  then  purfue 

By  force  impofiible,  by  leave  obtain'd  250 

Unacceptable,  though  in  Heav'n,  cur  fiate 

Gf  fplendid  vaflalage ;  but  rather  feek 

Our  own  good  from  ourfelves,  and  from  our  own 

Live  to  ourfelves,  though  in  this  vaft  recefs. 

Free,  and  to  none  accountable,  preferring  255 

Hard  liberty  before  the  eafy  yoke 

Of  fervile  pomp.     Our  greatnefs  will  appear 

Then  moft  confpicuous,  when  great  things  of  fmall, 

Ufeful  of  hurtful,  profp'rous  of  adverfe 

We  can  create,  and  in  what  place  foe'er  260 

Thrive  under  ev'il,  and  work  eafe  out  of  pain 

Through  labor  and  indurance.     This  deep  world 

Of  darkncfs  do  we  dread  ?  How  oft  amidil 

Thick 


44  PARADISE    LOST.        Book  II. 

Thick  clouds  and  dark  doth  Heaven's  all-ruling  Sire 

Choofe  to  refide,  his  glory  unobfcur'd,  265 

And  with  the  majefty  of  darknefs  round 

Covers  his  throne ;  from  whence  deep  thunders  roar 

Muft'ring  their  rage,  and  Heav'n  refembles  Hell  ? 

As  he  our  darknefs,  cannot  we  his  light 

Imitate  when  we  pleafe  ?  This  defert  foil  270 

Wants  not  her  hidden  luflre,  gems  and  gold  ; 

Nor  want  we  Ikill  or  art,  from  whence  to  raife 

Magnificence;  and  what  can  Heav'n  fhow  more  ? 

Our  torments  alfo  may  in  length  of  time 

Become  our  elements,  thefe  piercing  fires  275 

As  foft  as  now  fevere,  our  temper  chang'd 

Into  their  temper;  which  muH  needs  remove 

The  fenfible  of  pain.     All  things  invite 

To  peaceful  counfels,  and  the  fettled  ftate 

Of  order,  how  in  fafsty  befl  we  may  280 

Compcfe  our  prefent  evils,  with  regard 

Of  what  we  are  and  where,  difmiiTmg  quite 

All  thoughts  of  war.— Ye  have  what  I  advife. 

He  fcarce  had  finifh'd,  when  fuch  murmur  fill'd 
Th'  afiembly,  as  when  hollow  rocks  retain  2 85 

The  found  of  blull'ring  winds,  which  all  night  long 
Had  rous'd  the  fea,  now  with  hoarfe  cadence  lull 
Sea-faring  men  o'er-watch'd,  whofe  bark  by  chance 
Or  pinnace  anchors  in  a  craggy  bay 
After  the  tempeft:  Such  applaufe  was  heard  290 

As  Mammon  ended,  and  his  fentence  pleas 'd, 
Advifmg  peace  :  for  fuch  another  field 
They  dreaded  worfe  than  Hell :  fo  much  the  fear 

Of 
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Of  thunder  and  the  fword  of  Michael 

Wrought  Hill  within  them ;  and  no  lefs  defire  295 

To  found  this  nether  empire,  which  might  rife 

By  policy,  and  long  procefs  of  time. 

In  emulation  oppoiite  to  Heaven. 

Which  when  Beelzebub  perceiv'd,  than  whom, 

Satan  except,  none  higher  fat,  with  grave  300 

Afped  he  rofe,  and  in  his  rifmg  feem'd 

A  pill'ar  of  ftate;  deep  on  his  front  ingraven 

Deliberation  fat  and  public  care ; 

And  princely  counfel  in  his  face  yet  ihone, 

Majeflic  though  in  ruin :  fage  he  flood  305 

With  Atlantean  fhoulders  fit  to  bear 

The  weight  of  mightieft  monarchies  ;  his  look 

Drew  audience  and  attention  flill  as  night 

Or  fummer's  noon-tide  air,  while  thus  he  fpake. 

Thrones  and  Imperial  Pow*rs,  Offspring  of  Heav'n, 
Ethereal  Virtues ;  or  thefe  titles  now 
Mufl  we  renounce,  and  changing  flile  be  call'd 
Princes  of  Hell  ?  for  fo  the  popular  vote 
Inclines,  here  to  continue',  and  build  up  here 
A  growing  empire ;  doubtlefs ;  while  we  dream,     3 1 5 
And  know  not  that  the  king  of  Heav'n  hath  doom'd 
This  place  our  dungeon,  not  our  fafe  retreat 
Beyond  his  potent  arm,  to  live  exempt 
From  Heav'n's  high  jurifdiftion,  in  new  league 
Banded  againfl  his  throne,  but  to  remain  320 

In  flriifteft  bondage,  though  thus  far  rcmov'd 
Under  th'  inevitable  curb,  rcferv'd 
His  captive  multitude  :  for  he,  be  fure. 

In 
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In  highth  or  depth,  ilill  firft  and  laft  will  reign 
Sole  king,  and  of  his  kingdom  lofe  no  part  325 

By  our  revolt,  but  over  Hell  extend 
His  empire,  and  with  iron  fceptre  rule 
Us  here,  as  with  his  golden  thofe  in  Heaven. 
What  fit  we  then  projedling  peace  and  war  ? 
War  hath  determin'd  us,  and  foil'd  with  lofs  33a 

Irreparable  ;  terms  of  peace  vet  none 
Vouchfaf 'd  or  fought ;  for  what  peace  will  be  given 
To  us  inllav'd,  but  cuftody  fevere. 
And  llripes,  and  arbitrary  puniihment 
Jnflidled?  and  what  peace  can  we  return,  335 

But  to  our  pow'r  hoftility  and  hate, 
Untam'd  reluftance,  and  revenge  though  flow. 
Yet  ever  plotting  how  the  conqu'ror  ieall 
May  reap  his  conqucfl,  and  may  leail  rejoice 
In  doing  what  we  moii  in  fufFering  feel  ?  340 

Kor  will  occafion  want,  nor  fnall  we  need 
With  dang'rous  expedition  to  invade 
Heav'n,  v/hofe  high  walls  fear  no  aifault  or  fiege. 
Or  ambuPa  from  the  deep.     What  if  we  find 
Some  eafier  enterprife  f  There  is  a  place,  345 

(If  aricient  and  prophetic  fame  in  Heaven 
Err  not)  another  world,  the  happy  feat 
Of  fome  nevv^  race  call'd  Man,  about  this  time 
To  be  created  like  to  us,  though  lefs 
In  pow'r  and  excellence,  but  favour'd  more  350 

Of  him  who  rules  above ;  fo  was  his  will 
Prcnoinc'd  among  the  Gods,  and  by  an  oath, 
That  (hook  Heav'n's  whole  circumference,  confirm 'd. 

Thlther 
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Thither  let  us  bend  all  our  thoughts,  to  learn 

What  creatures  there  inhabit,  of  what  mold,  355 

Or  fubllance,  how  indued,  and  what  their  power. 

And  where  their  vveaknefs,  how  attempted  bed. 

By  force  or  fubdety.     Though  Heav'n  be  ihut. 

And  Heaven's  high  arbitrator  fit  fecure 

In  his  own  llrength,  this  place  may  lie  expos'd,      360 

The  utmofl  border  of  his  kingdom,  left 

To  their  defenfe  who  hold  it :  here  perhaps 

Some  advar.tageous  a6t  may  be  achiev'd 

By  fudden  onfet,  either  with  Hell  iire 

To  wafte  his  whole  creation,  or  polTefs  365 

All  as  our  own,  and  drive,  as  we  were  driven. 

The  puny  habitants,  or  if  not  drive. 

Seduce  them  to  our  party,  that  their  God 

May  prove  their  fee,  and  witli  repenting  hand 

Abolifn  his  own  works.     This  would  furpafs  370- 

Common  revenge,  and  interrupt  his  joy 

In  our  confufion,  and  our  joy  upraife 

In  his  disturbance ;  when  his  darling  fons, 

Huri'd  headlong  to  partake  with  us,  ihall  curfe 

Their  frail  original,  and  f^ded  blifd,  375, 

Faded  fo  foon,     Advife  if  ihis  be  worth 

Attempting,  or  to  fii  in  darknefs  liere 

Hatching  vain  empires.     Thus  Beelzebub 

Pleadcl  iiij  devililh  counfel,  firil  devis'd 

By  Satan,  iUid  in  part  propos'd:  for  whence,  38a 

But  from  the  author  of  all  ill,  could  fpring 

So  decrp  a  malice  to  confound  the  race 

Of  mankind  in  one  root,  and  Earth  with  HcU 

To 
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To  mingle  and  involve,  done  all  to  fpite 

The  great  Creator  ?  Bat  their  fpite  ftill  ferves        385 

His  glory  to  augment.     The  bold  defign 

Pleas 'd  highly  thofe  infernal  States,  and  joy 

Sparkled  in  all  their  eyes ;  with  full  affent 

They  vote :  whereat  his  fpeech  he  thus  renews. 

Well  have  ye  judg'd,  well  ended  long  debate,         39^^ 

Synod  of  Gods,  and  like  to  what  ye  are. 

Great  things  refolv'd,  which  from  the  loweft  deep 

Will  once  more  lift  us  up,  in  fpite  of  fate. 

Nearer  our  ancient  feat;  perhaps  in  view 

Of  thofe  bright  confines,  whence  with  neighboring  arms 

And  opportune  excurfion  we  may  chance 

Re-enter  Heav'n ;  or  elfe  in  fome  mild  zone 

Dwell  not  unvifited  of  Heav'n's  fair  light 

Secure,  and  at  the  brightning  orient  beam 

Purge  off  this  gloom ;  the  foft  delicious  air,  400 

To  heal  the  fear  of  thefe  corrofive  fires. 

Shall  breathe  her  balm.     But  firfl  whom  fhall  we  fend 

In  fearch  of  this  new  world  ?  whom  fhall  we  find 

Sufficient  ?  who  fhall  tempt  with  wand 'ring  feet 

The  dark  unbottom'd  infinite  abyfs,  405 

And  through  the  palpable  obfcure  find  out 

His  uncouth  way,  or  fpread  his  aery  flight 

Upborne  with  indefatigable  wings 

Over  the  vaft  abrupt,  ere  he  arrive 

The  happy  ile  ?  what  ftrength,  what  art  can  then  410 

Suffice,  or  what  evafion  bear  him  fafe 

Through  the  ilri^l  fenteries  and  flations  thick 

Of  Angels  watching  round  ?  Here  he  had  need 

AU 
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All  circumfpeclion,  and  we  now  no  lefs 

Choice  in  our  fufFragej  for  on  whom  we  fend,       415 

The  weight  of  all  and  our  lafl  hope  relies. 

This  faid,  he  fat ;  and  expectation  held 
His  look  fufpenfe,  awaiting  who  appear 'd 
To  fecond,  or  oppofe,  or  undertake 
The  perilous  attempt :  but  all  fat  mute,  420 

Pond'ring  the  danger  with  deep  thoughts ;  and  each 
In  others  count' nance  read  his  own  difmay 
Aftonifh'd :  none  among  the  choice  and  prime 
Of  thofe  Heav'n-warring  champions  could  be  found 
60  hardy  as  to  proffer  or  accept  425 

Alone  the  dreadful  voyage ;  till  at  laft 
Satan,  whom  now  tranfcendent  glory  raised 
Above  his  fellows,  with  monarchal  pride 
Confcious  of  higheft  worth,  unmov'd  thus  fpake. 

O  Progeny  of  Heav'n,  empyreal  Thrones,         430 
With  reafon  hath  deep  filence  and  demur 
Seis'd  us,  though  undifmay'd :  long  is  the  way 
And  hard,  that  out  of  Hell  leads  up  to  light ; 
Our  prifon  ftrong ;  this  huge  convex  of  fire. 
Outrageous  to  devour,  immures  us  round  435 

Ninefold,  and  gates  of  burning  adamant 
Barr'd  over  us  prohibit  ail  egrefs. 
Thefe  pafs'd,  if  any  pafs,  the  void  profound 
Of  unefTential  Night  receives  him  next 
Wide  gaping,  and  with  utter  lofs  of  being  440 

Threatens  him,  plung'd  in  that  abortive  gulf. 
If  thence  he  fcape  into  whatever  world. 
Or  unknown  region,  what  remains  liim  lefs 

Vol.  X.      .  E  Than 
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Than  unknown  dangers,  and  as  hard  efcape  ? 
But  I  fhould  ill  become  this  throne,  O  Peers,  445 

And  this  imperial  fovranty,  adorn'd 
With  fplendor,  arm'd  with  power,  if  ought  propos'd 
And  judg'd  of  public  moment,  in  the  fhape 
Of  difficulty  or  danger  could  deter 
Me  from  attempting.     Wherefore  do'  I  afiume      450 
Thefe  royalties,  and  not  refufe  to  reign, 
Refufmg  to  accept  as  great  a  (hare 
Of  hazard  as  of  honor,  due  alike 
To  him  who  reigns,  and  fo  much  to  him  due 
Of  hazard  morCj  as  he  above  the  reft  45  5 

High  honor'd  fits  ?  Go  therefore,  mighty  Powers, 
Terror  of  Heav'n,  though  fall'n ;  intend  at  home. 
While  here  fliall  be  our  home,  what  beft  may  eafe 
The  prefent  mifery,  and  render  Hell 
More  tolerable  ;  if  there  be  cure  or  charm  460 

To  refpite,  or  deceive,  or  flack  the  pain 
Of  this  ill  manfion :  intermit  no  watch 
Againft  a  wakeful  foe,  while  I  abroad 
Through  all  the  coafts  of  dark  deftruftion  feek 
Deliverance  for  us  all :  this  enterprife  465 

None  fliall  partake  with  me.     Thus  faying  rofe 
The  Monarch,  and  prevented  all  reply. 
Prudent,  left  from  his  refolution  rds'd 
Others  among  the  chief  might  offer  now 
(Certain  to  be  refus'd)  what  erft  they  fear*d;        470 
And  fo  refus'd  might  in  opinion  ftand 
His  rivals,  winning  cheap  the  high  repute 
Vv^hich  he  through  hazard  huge  muft  earn.  But  they 

Dreaded 
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Dreaded  not  more  th'  adventure  than  his  voice 

Forbidding ;  and  at  once  with  him  they  rofe ;         475 

Their  rifmg  all  at  once  was  as  the  found 

Of  thunder  heard  remote.     Tow'ards  him  they  bend 

V/ith  awful  reverence  prone ;  and  as  a  God 

Extol  him  equal  to  the  Hig'hell  in  Heav'n : 

Nor  fail'd  they  to  exprefs  how  much  they  prais'd,  480 

That  for  the  general  fafety  he  defpis'd 

His  own :  for  neither  do  the  Spirits  damn'd 

Lofe  all  their  virtue ;  lert  bad  men  fhould  boaft 

Their  fpecious  deeds  on  earth,  which  glory'  excites, 

Gr  clofe  ambition  varnifh'd  o*er  \^ith  zeal.  48^ 

Thus  they  their  doubtful  confultations  dark 

Ended  rejoicing  in  their  matchlefs  chief: 

As  when  from  mountain  tops  the  duf/cy  clouds      ^ 

Afcending,  while  the  north-wind  fleeps,  o'er-fpt^ftd 

Reav'n's  chearful  face,  the  louring  clement  490 

Scowls  o'er  the  darken'd  landfkip  fnow>  or  fti^^^r; 

If  chaftce  the  radiant  fun  with  faretvel  fweet 

Extend  his  evening  beam,  the  fields  reviv^e. 

The  birds  their  notes  renew,  and  bleiating  herds 

Atteft  their  joy,  that  hill  and  valley  rings.  405 

O  fliame  tc  mtn  !  Devil  with  Devil  damn'd 

Firm  concord  holds,  men  only  difagree 

Of  creatures  rational,  though  under  hope 

Of  heav'nly  grace :  and  God  proclaming  peace. 

Yet  live  in  hatred,  enmity,  and  ftrife  5  >3 

Among  themfclves,  and  levy  cruel  wars. 

Wailing  the  earth,  each  other  to  deftroy : 

As  if  (which  might  induce  us  to  accord) 

E  2  Ivlan 
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Man  had  not  hellifli  foes  enow  befides. 

That  day  and  night  for  his  defirudlion  wait.  505 

The  Stygian  council  thus  diflbv'd;  and  forth 
In  order  came  the  grand  infernal  peers : 
Midfi:  came  their  mighty  paramount,  and  feem'd 
Alone  th'  antagonift  of  Heav'n,  nor  lefs 
Than  Hell's  dread  emperor  with  pomp  fupreme,    510 
And  God-like  imitated  Hate ;  him  round 
A  globe  of  fiery  Seraphim  inclcs'd 
With  bright  imblazonry,  and  horrent  arms. 
Then  of  their  feflion  ended  they  bid  cry 
With  trumpets  regal  found  the  great  refult :  515 

Tow'ards  the  four  winds  four  fpeedy  Cherubim 
Put  to  their  mouths  the  founding  alchemy 
By  heralds  voice  explain'd;  the  hollow'  abyfs 
Heard  far  and  wide,  and  all  the  hoft  of  Hell 
With  deafning  Ihout  return'd  them  loud  acclame.  520 
Thence  more  at  cafe  their  minds,  and  fomewhat  rais'd 
By  falfe  prefumptucus  hope,  the  ranged  Powers 
Bifband,  and,  wand'ring,  each  his  leveral  way 
Purfuesi  as  inclination  or  fad  choice 
Leads  him  perplex'd,  where  he  may  likelieft  find  525 
Truce  to  his  refllefs  thoughts,  and  entertain 
The  irkfome  hours,  till  his  great  chief  return. 
Part  on  the  plain,  or  in  the  air  fublime. 
Upon  the  wing,  or  in  fwift  race  contend. 
As  at  th'  Olympian  games  or  Pythian  fields  j         53c 
Part  curb  their  fiery  fleeds,  or  lliun  the  goal 
With  rapid  wheels,  or  fronted  brigads  form. 
As  when  to  warn  proud  cities  war  appears 

Wag'd 
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Wag'd  in  the  troubled  Iky,  and  armies  rulli 

To  battel  in  the  douds,  before  each  van  535 

Prick  forth  the  aery  knights,  and  couch  their  fpears 

Till  thickeft  legions  clofe ;  with  feats  of  arms 

From  either  end  of  Heav'n  the  welkin  burns. 

Others  with  vaft  Typhoean  rage  more  fell 

Rend  up  both  rocks  and  hills,  and  ride  the  air         5  40 

In  whirlwind ;  Hell  fcarce  holds  the  wild  uproar. 

As  when  Alcides,  from  Oechalia  crown'd 

With  conqueft,  felt  th'  envenom'd  robe,  and  tore 

Through  pain  up  by  the  roots  ThelTalian  pines. 

And  Lichas  from  the  top  of  Oeta  threw  545 

Into  th'  Euboic  fea.     Others  more  mild. 

Retreated  in  a  filent  valley,  fmg 

With  notes  angelical  to  many  a  harp 

Their  own  heroic  deeds  and  haplefs  fall 

By  doom  of  battel;  and  complain  that  fate  550 

Free  virtue  (hould  inthrall  to  force  or  chance. 

Their  fong  was  partial,  but  the  harmony 

(What  could  it  lefs  when  Spi'rits  immortal  fmg  ?) 

Sufpended  Hell,  and  took  with  ravifhment 

The  thronging  audience.  In  difcourfe  more  fweet  555 

(For  eloquence  the  foul,  fong  charms  the  fenfe). 

Others  apart  fat  on  a  hill  retir'd. 

In  thoughts  more  elevate,  and  reafon'd  high 

Of  providence,  foreknowledge,  will,  and  fate, 

Fix'd  fate,  free  will,  foreknowledge  abfolute,  560 

And  found  no  end,  in  wand'ring  mazes  lolt. 

Of  good  and  evil  much  they  argued  then. 

Of  happinefs  and  final  mifery, 

E  3  Palfion 
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Paffion  and  apathy,  and  glory'  and  ftiame. 

Vain  wifdom  all,  and  falfe  phiiofophy :  565 

Yet  with  a  pleafing  forcery  could  charm 

Pain  for  a  while  or  anguiih,  and  excite 

Fallacious  hope,  or  arm  th'  obdured  breail 

With  ftubborn  patience  as  with  triple  fteel. 

Another  part  in  fquadrons  and  grois  bands,  57Q 

On  bold  adventure  to  difcover  wide 

That  difmal  world,  if  any  clime  perhaps 

Might  yield  them  eafier  habitation,  bend 

Four  ways  their  flying  march,  along  the  banks 

Of  four  infernal  rivers,  that  difgorge  575 

Into  the  burning  lake  their  baleful  ftreams ; 

Abhorred  Styx,  the  flood  of  deadly  hate; 

Sad  Acheron  of  forrow,  black  and  deep  ; 

Cocytus,  nam'd  of  lamentation  loud 

Heard  on  the  rueful  ftream  ;  fierce  Pldegethon       58(5 

Vv^'hofe  waves  of  torrent  fire  inflame  with  rage. 

Far  off"  from  thefe  a  flow  and  filent  ftream, 

Lethe  the  river  of  oblivion  roUs 

Her  watry  labyrinth,  whereof  who  drinks. 

Forthwith  his  former  ftate  and  be'ing  forgets,        5S5 

Forgets  both  joy  and  grief,  pleafure  and  pain. 

Beyond  this  flood  a  frozen  continent 

Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  florms 

Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail,  which  on  firm  land 

Thaws  not,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin  feems  590 

Of  ancient  pile ;  or  elfe  deep  fnow  and  ice, 

A  gulf  profound  as  that  Serbonian  bog 

BetvvLxt  Damiata  and  Mount  Cafius  eld, 

a  Where 
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Where  armies  whole  have  funk  :  the  parching  air  • 

Burns  frore,  and  cold  performs  th'  eiFeft  of  fire.    595 

Thither  by  harpy -footed  furies  hal'd 

At  certain  revolutions  all  the  damn'd 

Are  brought ;  and  feel  by  turns  th£  bitter  change 

Of  tierce  extremes,  extremes  by  change  more  Herce, 

From  beds  of  raging  fire  to  ftarve  in  ice  600 

Their  loft  ethereal  uarmfh,  and  there  to  pine 

Immoveable,  infix 'd,  and  frozen  round, 

Peripds  of  time,  thence  hurried  back  to  fire. 

They  ferry  over  this  Lethean  found 

Both  to  and  fro,  their  forrow  to  augment,  605 

And  willi  and  flruggle,  as  they  pafs,  to  reach 

The  tempting  ftream,  with  one  fmall  drop  to  lofe 

In  fweet  forge tfulnefs  all  p^in  and  woe. 

All  in  one  moment,  and  fo  near  the  brink ; 

gut  fate  withftands,  and  to  oppofe  th'  attempt        61Q 

Medufa  with  Gorgonian  terror  guards 

The  ford,  and  of  itfelf  the  water  flies 

All  tafte  of  living  wight,  as  once  it  fled 

The  lip  of  Tantalus.     Thus  roving  on 

In  Gonfus'd  march  forlorn,  th'  adventrous  bands    615 

With  fliudd'ring  horror  pale,  and  eyes  aghail, 

View'd  firft  their  lamentable  lot,  and  found 

No  reft :  through  many  a  dark  and  dreary  vale . 

They  pafs'd,  and  many  a  region  dolorous, 

O'er  many  a  frozen,  many  a  fiery  Alp,  620 

Rocks,  caves,  lakes,  fens,  bogs,  dens,  and  Ihades  of  death, 

A  univerfe  of  death,  which  God  by  curfe 

Created  ev'il,  for  evil  only  good, 

E  4  Where 


56  PARADISE    LOST.         Book  II. 

Where  all  life  dies,  death  lives,  and  nature  breeds, 
Perverfe,  all  monllrous,  all  prodigious  things,         625 
Abominable,  inutterable,  and  worfe 
Than  fables  yet  have  feign'd,  or  fear  conceivM, 
Gorgcns,  and  Hydra's,  and  Chimaera's  dire. 

Mean  while  the  Adverfary'  of  God  and  Man, 
Satan  with  thoughts  inflam'd  of  liig'hell  defign,     630 
Puts  on  fwift  wings,  and  tow'ards  the  gates  of  Hell 
Explores  his  folitary  flight;  fometimes 
He  fcours  the  right  hand  coaft,  fometimes  the  left. 
Now  ihaves  with  level  wing  the  deep,  then  foars 
Up  to  the  fiery  concave  towring  high.  6^^ 

As  when  far  off  at  fea  a  fleet  defcry'd 
Hangs  in  the  clouds,  by  equinodlial  winds 
Clofe  failing  from  Bengala,  or  the  iles 
Of  Ternate  and  Tidore,  whence  merchants  bring 
Their  fpicy  drugs :  they  on  the  trading  flood         640 
Through  the  wide  Ethiopian  to  the  Cape 
Ply  ftemming  nightly  tow'ard  the  pole.     So  feem'd 
Far  off  the  flying  Fiend  :  at  lafl  appear 
Hell  bounds  high  reaching  to  the  horrid  roof. 
And  thrice  three-fold  the  gates ;  three  folds  were  brafs. 
Three  iron,  three  of  adamantin  rock. 
Impenetrable,  impal'd  with  circling  fire. 
Yet  unconfum'd.     Before  the  gates  there  fat 
On  either  fide  a  formidable  fliape ; 
The  one  feem'd  woman  to  the  wafte,  and  fair,       650 
But  ended  foul  in  many  a  fcaly  fold 
Voluminous  and  vaft,  a  ferpent  arm'd 
With  mortal  fling  :  about  her  middle  round 

A  cry 
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A  cry  of  Hell  hounds  never  ceafing  bark'd 

With  wide  Cerberean  mouths  full  loud,  and  rung  655 

A  hideous  peal ;  yet,  when  they  lift,  would  creep. 

If  ought  difturb'd  their  noife,  into  her  womb. 

And  kennel  there,  yet  there  ftill  bark'd  and  howl'd. 

Within  unfeen.     Far  lefs  abhorr'd  than  thefe 

Vex'd  Scylla  bathing  in  the  fea  that  parts  660 

■Calabria  from  the  hoarfe  Trinacrian  fhore : 

Nor  uglier  follow  the  night-hag,  when,  call'd 

In  fecret,  riding  through  the  air  (he  comes, 

Lur'd  with  the  fmell  of  infant  blood,  to  dance 

With  Lapland  witches,  while  the  lab'ring  moon     665 

Eclipfes  at  their  charms.     The  other  fhape. 

If  fhape  it  might  be  call'd  that  lliape  had  none 

Diitinguifhable  in  member,  joint,  or  limb. 

Or  fubftance  might  be  call'd  that  fhadow  feem'd. 

For  each  feem'd  either;  black  it  flood  as  Night,   670 

Fierce  as  ten  Furies,  terrible  as  Hell, 

And  {hook  a  dreadful  dart ;  what  feem'd  his  head 

The  likenefs  of  a  kingly  crown  had  on : 

Satan  was  now  at  hand,  and  from  his  feat 

The  monfter  moving  onward  came  as  faft  675 

With  hornd  ftrides.  Hell  trembled  as  he  ilrode. 

Th'  uncaunted  Fiend  what  this  might  be  admir'd, 

Admir'c,  not  fear'd ;  God  and  his  Son  except. 

Created  thing  nought  valued  he  nor  ihunn'd ; 

And  with  difdainful  look  thus  firft  began.  680 

Whence  and  what  axt  thou,  execrable  Ihape, 
That  dar'ft,  though  gr\m  and  terrible,  advance 
Thy  mifcreated  front  athwc^it  niy  way 

To 
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To  yonder  gates  I  through  them  I  mean  to  pafs, 
T^hat  be  affur'd,  without  leave  afk'd  of  thee  :         68^ 
Retire>  or  tafle  thy  folly',  and  learn  by  proof, 
Hell-born,  not  to  contend  with  Spi'rits  of  Heaven. 

To  whom  the  goblin  full  of  wrath  reply 'd. 
Art  thou  that  traitor  Angel,  art  thou  He, 
WhiD  firft  broke  peace  in  Heav'n  and  faith,  till  then 
Unbroken,  and  in  proud  rebellious  arms 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  fons 
Conjur'd  againft  the  Hig'hell,  for  which  both  thou 
And  they,  outcall  from  God,  are  here  condemn'd 
To  wafte  eternal  days  in  woe  and  pain  ?  695 

And  reckon'ft  thou  thyfelf  with  Spi'rits  of  Heaven, 
Hell-doom'd,  and  breath'ft  defiance  here  and  fcorn 
Where  I  reign  king,  and,  to  enrage  thee  more. 
Thy  king  and  lord  ?  Back  to  thy  punifhment, 
Faife  fugitive,  and  to  thy  fpeed  add  wings,  703 

Left  with  a  whip  of  fcorpions  I  purfue 
Thy  lingring,  or  with  one  ftroke  of  this  (?art 
Strange  horror  feife  thee',  and  pangs  utfelt  before. 

So  fpake  the  grifiy  terror,  and  in  fhipe, 
^o  fpeaking  and  fo  threatning,  grew  ten-fold         yoj 
More  dreadful  and  deform  :  on  th'  other  fide 
Incens'd  with  indignation  Satan  flood 
Unterrify'd,  and  like  a  comet  burn'd. 
That  fires  the  length  of  Ophiuchus  huge 
Jn  th*  arftic  (ky,  and  from  his  horrid  hair  719 

Shakes  peftilence  and  war.     Each  at  the  head 
Level'd  his  deadly  aim;  th^^>  ^^^^^  hands 
No  fecond  liroke  intend,  and  fuch  a  frown 

Each 
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Each  call  at  th'  other,  as  when  two  black  clouds. 

With  Heav'n'a  artillery  fraught^  copie  rattling  on  715 

Over  tha  Caipian,  then  ftand  front  to  front 

Hovering  a  fpace,  till  winds  the  fignal  blow 

To  join  their  dark  encounter  in  mid  air  : 

So  frown'd  the  mighty  combatants,  that  Hell 

Gre.w  darker  at  their  frown,  fo  niatch'd  they  ftood ; 

For  never  but  once  more  was  either  like 

To  meet  fo  great  a  foe  :  and  now  great  deeds 

Had  been  achiev'd,  whereof  all  Hell  had  rung. 

Had  not  the  fnaky  forcerefs  that  fat 

Faft  by  Hell  gate,  and  kept  the  fatal  key,  725 

Ris'n,  and  with  hideous  outcry  rufti'd  between. 

O  Father,  what  intends  thy  hand,  Ihe  cry'd, 
Againft  thy  only  Son  ?  What  fury',  O  Son, 
Pofiefies  thee  to  bend  that  mortal  dart 
Againil  thy  Father's  head  ?  and  know'ft  for  whom; 
For  him  who  fits  above  and  laughs  the  while 
At  thee  ordain'd  his  drudge,  to  execute 
Whate'er  his  wrath,  which  he  calls  jullice,  bids ; 
His  wrath,  which  one  day  will  dertroy  ye  both. 

She  fpake,  and  at  her  words  the  hellilh  peft        735 
Forbore :  then  thcfe  to  her  Satan  return'd. 

So  frrange  thy  outcry,  and  thy  words  fo  flrange 
Thou  interpofeft,  that  my  fudden  hand 
Prevented  fpares  to  tell  thee  yet  by  deeds 
What  it  intends ;  till  firft  I  know  of  thee,  740 

What  thing  thou  art,  thus  double -form 'd,  and  why 
In  this  infernal  vale  iirl't  met  thou  call'll 
Me  Fatiier,  and  that  phantafm  cali'il  my  Son; 

I  know 
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I  know  thee  not,  nor  ever  faw  till  now 

Sight  more  deteftable  than  him  and  thee.  745 

T'  whom  thus  the  portrefs  of  Hell  gate  reply'd. 
Hafl  thou  forgot  me  then,  and  do  I  feem 
Now  in  thine  eye  fo  foul  ?  once  deem'd  fo  fair 
In  Heav'n,  when  at  th'  aiTembly,  and  in  fight 
Of  all  the  Seraphim  with  thee  combined  750 

In  bold  confpiracy  againft  Heav'n's  king. 
All  on  a  fudden  miferable  pain 
Surpris'd  thee,  dim  thine  eyes,  and  dizzy  fwum 
In  darknefs,  while  thy  head  flames  thick  and  fall 
Threw  forth,  till  on  the  left  fide  opening  wide,       755 
Likeft  to  thee  in  fhape  and  count'nance  bright. 
Then  fhining  heav'nly  fair,  a  Goddefs  arm'd 
Out  of  thy  head  I  fprung  :  amazement  feis'd 
All  th'  hoft  of  Heay'n;  back  they  recoil'd  afraid 
At  firft,  and  call'd  me  Sin,  and  for  a  fign  760 

Portentous  held  me ;  but  familiar  grown, 
I  pleas 'd,  and  wdth  attradive  graces  won 
The  molt  avcrfe,  thee  chiefly,  who  full  oft 
Thyfelf  in  me  thy  perfeft  image  viewing 
Becam'ft  enamour'd,  and  fuch  joy  thou  took'fl;       765 
With  me  in  fecret,  that  my  womb  conceiv'd 
A  grovving  burden.     Mean  while  war  arofe. 
And  fields  were  fought  in  Heav'n ;  wherein  remain'd 
(For  what  could  elfe  ?)  to  our  almighty  foe 
Clear  vidory,  to  our  part  lofs  and  rout  770 

Through  all  the  empyrean :  down  they  fell 
Driv'n  headlong  from  the  pitch  of  Heaven,  down 
Into  this  d^cv,  and  in  the  general  fall 

lalfoi 


Book  II.  P  A  R  A  D  I  S  E    L  0  S  T.  6i 

I  alfo ;  at  which  time  this  pc- v'rful  key 

Into  my  hand  was  giv'n,  wr.ii  charge  to  keep        77^ 

Thefe  gates  for  ever  fhut,  which  none  can  pafs 

Without  my  opening.     Peniive  here  I  fat 

Alone,  but  long  I  fat  not,  till  my  womb 

Pregnant  by  thee,  and  now  excefTive  grown. 

Prodigious  motion  felt  and  rueful  throes.  78a 

At  lall  this  odious  offspring  whom  thou  feefl 

Thine  own  begotten,  breaking  violent  way 

Tore  through  my  entrails,  that  with  fear  and  pain 

Diftorted,  all  my  nether  fliape  thus  grew 

Transform'd  :  but  he  my  inbred  enemy  785 

Forth  iffued,  brandilhing  his  fatal  dart 

Made  to  deilroy  :  I  fled,  and  cry'd  out  Death  ; 

Hell  trembled  at  the  hideous  name,  and  figh'd 

From  all  her  caves,  and  back  refcunded  Death, 

I  fled,  but  he  purfued,  (though  more,  it  feems,       jgo 

Inflam'd  with  lufi:  than  rage)  and  fwifter  far. 

Me  overtook  his  mother  all  difmay'd. 

And  in  embraces  forcible  and  foul 

Ingendring  with  me,  of  that  rape  begot 

Thefe  yelling  monfters,  that  with  ceafelefs  cry       795 

Surround  me,  as  thou  faw'fl:,  hourly  conceiv'd 

And  hourly  born,  with  forrow  infinite 

To  me ;  for  when  they  lifl:,  into  the  womb 

That  bred  them  they  return,  and  howl  and  gnaw 

My  bowels,  their  repafl: ;  then  burfting  forth  800 

Afrefli  with  confcious  terrors  vex  me  round. 

That  refl:  or  intermifiion  none  I  find. 

Before  mine  eyes  in  oppofition  fits 

Grim 
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Grim  Death  my  fon  and  foe,  who  fets  them  on. 

And  me  his  parent  would  full  foon  devour  805 

For  want  of  other  prey,  but  that  he  knows 

His  end  with  mine  involv'd  ;  and  knows  that  I 

Should  prove  a  bitter  morfel,  and  his  bane. 

Whenever  th^t  (hall  be ;  fo  fate  pronounc'd. 

But  thou,  O  Father,  I  forewarn  thee,  fhun  810 

His  deadly  arrow;  neither  vainly  hope 

To  be  invulnerable  in  thofe  bright  arms. 

Though  temper'd  heav'nly,  for  that  mortal  dint. 

Save  he  who  reigns  above,  none  can  refill. 

She  iinilh'd,  and  the  fubtle  Fiend  his  lore  8 1 5 

Soon  learn'd,  now  milder,  and  thus  anfwer'd  fmooth. 
Dear  Daughter,  fmce  thou  clam*ft  me  for  thy  fire. 
And  my  fair  fon  here  ihow'fl  me.  the  dear  pledge 
Of  dalliance  had  with  thee  in  Heav'n,  and  joys 
Then  fweet,  now  fad  to  mention,  through  dire  change 
Befall'n  us  unforefeen,  umhought  of;  know 
I  come  no  enemy,  but  to  fet  free 
From  out  this  dark  and  difmal  houfe  of  pain 
Both  him  and  thee,  and  all  the  heav'nly  hoft 
Of  Spi'rits,  that  in  our  juft  pretences  arm'd  825 

Fell  with  us  from,  on  high :  from  them  I  go 
This  uncouth  errand  fole,  and  one  for  all 
Myfelf  exp6fe,  with  lonely  fteps  to  tread 
Th'  unfounded  deep,  and  through  the  void  immenfe 
To  fearch  with  ward'ring  quefi  a  place  foretold     S;^o 
Should  be,  and,  by  concurring  figns,  ere  now 
Created  vail  and  round,  a  place  of  blifs 
In  the  pourlieus  of  HeaV'n,  and  therein  plac'd 
'   ■  A  race 
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A  race  of  upftart  creatures,  to  fupply 

Perhaps  our  vacant  room,  though  more  remov'd,  835 

Left  Heav*n  furcharg'd  with  potent  multitude 

Might  hap  to  move  new  broils :  Be  this  or  ought 

Than  this  more  fecret  now  defign'd,  I  hafte 

To  know,  and  this  once  known,  Ihall  foon  return. 

And  bring  ye  to  the  place  where  Thou  and  Death 

Shall  dwell  at  eafe,  and  up  and  down  unfeen 

Wing  filently  the  buxom  air,  imbalm'd 

With  odors  ;  there  ye  fhail  be  fed  and  fiU'd 

Immeafurably,  all  tilings  (hall  be  your  prey. 

He  ceased,  for  both  feem'd  highly  pleas'd,  and  Death 
Grinn'd  horrible  a  ghaftly  fmile,  to  hear 
His  famin  Ihould  be  fill'd,  and  blell:  his  maw 
Deftin'd  to  that  good  hour :  no  lefs  rejoic'd 
His  mother  bad,  and  thus  befpake  her  fire. 

The  key  of  this  infernal  pit  by  due,  85^ 

And  by  command  of  Heav'n's  all-pow'rful  king 
I  keep,  by  him  forbidden  to  unlock 
Thefe  adamantin  gates  ;  againft  all  force 
Death  ready  ftands  to  interpofe  his  dart, 
Fearlefs  to  be  o'ermatch'd  by  living  might.  2^^ 

But  what  owe  I  to  his  commands  above 
Who  hates  me,  and  hath  hither  thruft  me  down 
Into  this  gloom  of  Tartarus  profound. 
To  fic  in  hateful  office  here  confin'd. 
Inhabitant  of  Heav'n,  and  heavenly -born,  860 

Here  in  perpetual  agony  and  pain, 
With  terrors  and  with  clamors  compafs'd  round 
Of  mine  own  brood,  that  on  my  bowels  feed  ? 

Thou 
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Thou  art  my  father,  thou  my  author,  thou 

My  being  gav'Il  me ;  whom  fhould  I  obey  865 

But  thee,  whom  follow  ?  thou  wilt  bring  me  foon 

To  that  new  world  of  light  and  blifs,  among 

The  Gods  who  live  at  eafe,  where  I  Ihall  reign 

At  thy  right  hand  voluptuous,  as  befeems 

Thy  daughter  and  thy  darling,  without  end.  870 

Thus  faying,  from  her  fide  the  fatal  key. 
Sad  inflrument  of  all  our  v/oe,  Ihe  took ; 
And  tow'ards  the  gate  rolling  her  befiial  train. 
Forthwith  the  huge  portcullis  higli  up  drew. 
Which  but  herfelf  not  all  the  Stygian  Powers         875 
Could  once  have  mov'd  ;  then  in  the  key-hole  turns 
Th'  intricate  wards,  and  every  bolt  and  bar 
Of  mafTy  ir'on  or  folid  rock  with  eafe 
Unfaftens :  on  a  fudden  open  fiy 
With  impetuous  recoil  and  jarring  found  SSo 

Th'  infernal  doors,  and  on  their  hinges  grate 
Harfii  thunder,  that  the  loweft  bottom  fhook 
Of  Erebus.     She  open'd,  but  to  fhut 
Exceird  her  pow'r  ;  the  gates  wide  open  Hood, 
That  with  extended  wings  a  banner 'd  hoft  885 

Under  fpread  eniigns  marching  might  pafs  through 
With  horfe  and  chariots  rank'd  in  loofe  array ; 
So  vAde  they  ftood,  and  like  a  furnace  mouth 
Call  forth  redounding  fmoke  and  ruddy  flame. 
Before  their  eyes  in  fudden  view  appear  S^o 

The  fecrets  of  the  hoary  deep,  a  dark 
Illimitable  ocean,  without  bound. 
Without  dimsnfion,  where  length,  breadth,  and  highth. 

And 
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And  time,  and  place  are  loll ;  where  eldeft  Night 
And  Chaos,  anceftors  of  nature,  hold  895 

Eternal  anarchy,  amidft  the  noife 
Of  endlefs  wars,  and  by  confufion  ftand. 
For  hot,  cold,  moift,  and  dry>  four  champions  fierce. 
Strive  here  for  malVry,  and  to  battel  bring 
Their  embryon  atoms ;  they  around  the  flag  900 

Of  each  his  fadion,  in  their  feveral  clans, 
Light-arm'd  or  heavy,  Iharp,  fmooth,  fwift  or  flow. 
Swarm  populous,  un-number'd  as  the  fands 
Of  Barca  or  Gyrene's  torrid  foil. 
Levied  to  fide  with  warring  winds,  and  poife  905 

Their  lighter  wings.     To  whom  thefe  moft  adhere^ 
He  rules  a  moment;  Chaos  umpire  fits. 
And  by  decifion  more  embroils  the  fray 
By  which  he  reigns :  next  him  high  arbiter 
Chance  governs  all.     Into  this  wild  abyfs,  91c 

The  womb  of  nature  and  perhaps  her  grave. 
Of  neither  fea,  nor  ftiore,  nor  air,  nor  fire. 
But  all  thefe  in  their  pregnant  caufes  mix'd 
Confus'dly,  and  which  thus  mull  ever  fight, 
Unlefs  th'  almighty  Maker  them  ordain  91^ 

His  dark  materials  to  create  more  worlds ; 
Into  this  wild  abyfs  the  wary  Fiend 
Stood  on  the  brink  of  Hell  and  look'd  a  while, 
"Pond'ring  his  voyage  ;  for  no  narrow  frith 
He  had  to  crofs.     Nor  was  his  ear  lefs  peal'd         920 
With  noife s  loud  and  ruinous  (to  compare 
Great  things  with  fmall)  than  when  Bellona  florms. 
With  all  her  battering  engins  bent  to  rafe 

Vol.  X,  F  Some 
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Some  capital  city' ;  or  lefs  than  if  this  frame 

Gf  Heav'n  were  falling,  and  thefe  elements  925 

In  mutiny  had  from  her  axle  torn 

The  Hedfaft  earth.     At  laft  his  fail-broad  vans 

He  fpreads  for  flighty  and  in  the  f urging  fmoke 

Uplifted  fpurns  the  ground ;  thence  many  a  league. 

As  in  a  cloudy  chair,  afcending  rides  930 

Audacious ;  but  that  feat  foon  failing,  meets 

A  vaft  vacuity :  all  unawares 

Fluttering  his  pennons  vain  plumb  down  he  drops 

Ten  thoufand  fathom  deep,  and  to  this  hour 

Down  had  been  falling,  had  not  by  ill  chance        935 

The  flrong  rebuiF  of  fome  tumultuous  cloud, 

Inftindt  with  fire  and  nitre,  hurried  him 

As  many  miles  aloft :  that  fury  ftay'd, 

Quench'd  in  a  boggy  Syrtis,  neither  fea. 

Nor  good  dry  land,  nigh  founder'd  on  he  fares,     940 

Treading  the  crude  confiftence,  half  on  foot. 

Half  fly'ing ;  behoves  him  now  both  oar  and  fail. 

As  when  a  gryphon  through  the  wildernefs 

With  winged  courfe,  o'er  hill  or  moory  dale, 

Purfues  the  Arimafpian,  who  by  Health  945 

Had  from  his  wakeful  cullody  purloin'd 

The  guarded  gold :  So  eagerly  the  Fiend 

O'er  bog,  or  fteep,  through  ftrait,  rough,  denfe,  or  rare. 

With  head,  hands,  wings,  or  feet,  purfues  his  way. 

And  fwims,  or  fmks,  or  wades,  or  creeps,  or  flies :  950 

At  length  a  univerfal  hubbub  wild 

Of  ftunning  founds  and  voices  all  confus'd. 

Borne  through  the  hollow  dark,  afTaults  his  ear 

With 
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With  loudeft  vehemence  :  thither  he  plies. 

Undaunted  to  meet  there  whatever  Power  955 

Or  Spirit  of  the  nethermoft  abyfs 

Might  in  that  noife  refide,  of  whom  to  afk 

Which  way  the  neareft  coaH  of  darknefs  lies 

Bord'ring  on  light ;  when  ftrait  behold  the  throne 

Of  Chaos,  and  his  dark  pavilion  fpread  960 

Wide  on  the  wafteful  deep ;  with  him  enthronM 

Sat  fable-veiled  Night,  eldeft  of  things, 

The  confort  of  his  reign ;  and  by  them  flood 

Orcus  and  Ades,  and  the  dreaded  name 

Of  Damogcrgon  ;  Rumor  next  and  Chance,  965 

And  Tumult  and  Confufion  ail  embroil'd. 

And  Difcord  with  a  thoufand  various  mouths. 

T*  whom  Satan  turning  boldly,  thus.     Ye  Powers 

And  Spirits  of  this  nethermoft  abyfs. 

Chaos  and  ancient  Night,  I  come  no  fpy,  570 

With  purpofe  to  explore  or  to  difturb 

The  fecrets  of  your  realm,  but  by  conftraint 

Wand' ring  this  darkfome  defert,  as  my  way 

Lies  through  your  fpacious  empire  up  to  light. 

Alone,  and  without  guide,  half  loft,  I  feek  975 

What  readieft  path  leads  where  your  gloomy  bounds 

Confine  with  Heav'n ;  or  if  fome  other  place. 

From  your  dominion  v/on,  th'  ethereal  king 

Pofiefles  lately,  thither  to  arrive 

I  travel  this  profound  ;  direft  my  courfe  ;  980 

Directed  no  mean  recompenfe  it  brings 

To  your  behoof,  if  I  that  region  ]oft. 

All  ufurpation  thence  expell'd,  reduce 

F  2  To 
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To  her  original  darknefs  and  your  fway 

(Which  is  my  prefent  journey)  and  once  more       985 

Eredl  the  flandard  there  of  ancient  Night ; 

Yours  be  th*  advantage  all,  mine  the  revenge. 

Thus  Satan ;  and  him  thus  the  Anarch  old. 
With  faltring  fpeech  and  vifage  incompos'd, 
Anfwer'd.     I  know  thee,  ftranger,  who  thou  art,   990 
That  mighty  leading  Angel,  who  of  late 
Made  head  againft  Heav'n's  king,  though  overthrowTi. 
I  faw  and  heard,  for  fuch  a  numerous  hoft 
Fled  not  in  filence  through  the  frighted  deep 
With  ruin  upon  ruin,  rout  on  rout;  995 

Confufion  worfe  confounded  ;  and  Heav'n  gates 
Pour'd  out  by  millions  her  vitftorious  bands 
Purfuing.     I  upon  my  frontiers  here 
Keep  refidence ;  if  all  I  can  will  ferve 
That  little  which  is  left  fo  to  defend,  1000 

Encroach 'd  on  ftill  through  your  inteftin  broils 
Weakning  the  fcepter  of  old  Night :  firfl  Hell 
Your  dungeon  ftretching  far  and  wide  beneath ; 
Now  lately  Heav'n  and  Earth,  another  world. 
Hung  o'er  my  realm,  link'd  in  a  golden  chain      1005 
To  that  fide  Heav'n  from  whence  your  legions  fell : 
If  that  way  be  your  walk,  you  have  not  far ; 
So  much  the  nearer  danger  ;  go  and  fpeed  ; 
Havoc  and  fpoil  and  ruin  are  my  gain. 

He  ceas'd;  and  Satan  ftay'd  not  to  reply,         10 10 
But  glad  that  now  his  fea  fhould  find  a  ftiore. 
With  frefh  alacrity  and  force  renew 'd 
Springs  upward  like  a  pyramid  of  fire 

Into 
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Into  the  wild  expanfe,  and  through  the  fhock 

Of  fighting  elements,  on  all  fides  round  1015 

Environ'd  wins  his  way ;  harder  befet 

And  more  indanger'd,  than  when  Argo  pafs'd 

Through  Bofporus  betwixt  the  juftling  rocks : 

Or  when  UlylTes  on  the  larbord  fliunn'd 

Charybdis,  and  by  th'  other  whirlpool  fleer 'd.       1020 

So  he  with  difficulty  and  labor  hard 

Mov'd  on :  with  difficulty  and  labor  he ; 

But  he  once  pall,  foon  after  when  man  fc-ll. 

Strange  alteration  1   Sin  and  Death  amain 

Following  his  track,  fuch  was  the  will  of  Heaven, 

Pav'd  after  him  a  broad  and  beaten  way 

Over  the  dark  abyfs,  whofe  boiling  gulf 

Tamely  indur'd  a  bridge  of  wondrous  length 

From  Hell  continued  reaching  th'  utmoft  orb 

Of  this  frail  world;  by  which  the  Spi'rits  perverfe  1030 

With  eafy  intercourfe  pafs  to  and  fro 

To  tempt  or  punifh  mortals,  except  whom 

God  and  good  Angels  guard  by  fpecial  grace. 

But  now  at  laft  the  facred  influence 

Of  light  appears,  and  from  the  walls  of  Heaven  1035 

Shoots  far  into  the  bofom  of  dim  Night 

A  glimmering  dawn ;  here  Nature  firft  begins 

Her  fartheft  verge,  and  Chaos  to  retire 

As  from  her  outmofl  works  a  broken  foe 

With  tumult  lefs  and  with  lefs  hoftile  din,  1040 

That  Satan  with  lefs  toil,  and  now  with  eafe 

Wafts  on  the  calmer  wave  by  dubious  light. 

And  like  a  weather-beaten  veflcl  holds 

F  3  Gladly 
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Gladly  the  port,  though  fhrouds  and  tackle  torn ; 

Or  in  the  emptier  wafle,  refembling  air,  1045 

Weighs  his  fpread  wings,  at  leifure  to  behold 

Far  off  th'  empyreal  Heav'n,  extended  wide 

In  circuit,  undetermin'd  fquare  or  round. 

With  opal  tow'rs  and  battlements  adorn'd 

Of  living  faphir,  once  his  native  feat;  1050 

And  fad  by  hanging  in  a  golden  chain 

This  pendent  world,  in  bignefs  as  a  Har 

Of  fmalleft  magnitude  clofe  by  the  moon. 

Thither  full  fraught  with  mifchievous  revenge, 

Accurs'd,  and  in  a  curfed  hour  he  hies.  ^°S5 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

God  fitting  on  his  throne  fees  Satan  flying  towards  this 
v/orld,  then  newly  created;  Ihovvs  him  to  the  Son, 
who  fat  at  his  right  hand;  foretels  the  fuccefs  of 
Satan  in  perverting  mankind ;  clears  his  own  juftice 
and  wifdom  from  all  imputation,  having  created  Man 
free  and  able  enough  to  have  withftood  his  tempter; 
yet  declares  his  purpofe  of  grace  tov/ards  him,  in  re- 
gard he  fell  not  of  his  own  malice,  as  did  Satan,  but 
by  him  feduced.  The  Son  of  God  renders  praifes  to 
his  Father  for  the  manifellation  of  his  gracious  pur- 
pofe towards  Man ;  but  God  again  declares,  that  grace 
cannot  be  extended  towards  Man  v/ithout  the  fatif- 
faftion  of  divine  juftice  ;  Man  hath  offended  the  ma- 
jefty  of  God  by  afpiring  to  Godhead,  and  therefore 
with  all  his  progeny  devoted  to  death  mull  die,  un- 
lefs  fome  one  can  be  found  fufficient  to  anfwer  for  his 
oiFenfe,  and  undergo  his  punifhment.  The  Son  of  God 
freely  offers  himfelf  a  ranfome  for  Man :  the  Father 
accepts  him,  ordains  his  incarnation,  pronounces  his 
exaltation  above  all  names  in  Heaven  and  Earth; 
commands  all  the  Angels  to  adore  him ;  they  obey, 
and  hymning  to  their  harps  in  full  quire,  celebrate 
the  Father  and  the  Son.  Mean  while  Satan  alights 
upon  the  bare  convex  of  this  world's  outermoft  orb  ; 
where  wand'ring  he  firfl  finds  a  place,  fmce  call'd 
the  Limbo  of  Vanity;  what  perfons  and  things  fly 
up  thither;  thence  comes  to  the  gate  of  Heaven,  de- 
fcribed  afcending  by  ftairs,  and  the  waters  above  the 
firmament  that  flow  about  it ;  His  paflage  thence  to 
the  orb  of  the  fun ;  he  finds  there  Uriel  the  regent  of 
that  orb,  but  firft  changes  himfelf  into  the  fhape  of  a 
meaner  Angel ;  and  pretending  a  zealous  defire  to 
behold  the  new  creation,  and  Man  whom  God  had 
plac'd  here,  inquires  of  him  the  place  of  his  habita- 
tion, and  is  diredled ;  alights  iirll  on  mount  Niphates. 
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HAIL  holy  Light,  off- fp  ring  of  Heav'n  firfl-born. 
Or  of  th'  Eternal  coeternal  beam 
May  I  exprefs  thee'  unblam'd  ?  fince  God  is  light. 
And  never  but  in  un approached  light 
Dwelt  from  eternity,  dwelt  then  in  thee,  '  5 

Bright  effluence  of  bright  efTence  increate. 
Or  hear'il  thou  rather  pure  ethereal  ftream, 
Whofe  fountain  who  Ihall  tell  r  before  the  fun. 
Before  the  Heav'ns  thou  wert,  and  at  the  voice 
Of  God,  as  with  a  mantle  didft  invert  lo 

The  rifmg  world  of  waters  dark  and  deep. 
Won  from  the  void  and  formlefs  infinite. 
Thee  I  re-vifit  now  with  bolder  wing, 
Efcap'd  the  Stygian  pool,  though  long  detained 
In  that  obfcure  fojourn,  while  in  my  flight  15 

Through  utter  and  through  middle  darknefs  borne 
With  other  notes  than  to  th'  Orphean  lyre 
I  fung  of  Chaos  and  eternal  Night, 
Taught  by  the  heav'nly  Mufe  to  venture  down 
The  dark  defcent,  and  up  to  re-afcend,  20 

Though  hard  and  rare :  thee  I  revifit  fafe. 
And  feel  thy  fovran  vital  lamp  ;  but  thou 

Revifit'ft 
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Revifit'ft  not  thefe  eyes,  that  roll  in  vain 

To  find  thy  piercing  ray,  and  find  no  dawn ; 

So  thick  a  drop  ferene  hath  quench'd  their  orbs,      25 

Or  dim  fuffufion  veil'd.     Yet  not  the  more 

Ceafe  I  to  wander,  where  the  Mufes  haunt 

Clear  fpring,  or  ihady  grove,  or  funny  hill, 

Smit  with  the  love  of  facred  fong ;  but  chief 

Thee,  Sion,  and  the  flowry  brooks  beneath,  30 

That  wafh  thy  hallow'd  feet,  and  warbling  flow. 

Nightly  I  vifit :  nor  fometimes  forget 

Thofe  other  two  equal 'd  with  me  in  fate. 

So  were  I  equalM  with  them  in  renown. 

Blind  Thamyris  and  blind  Maeonides,  35 

And  Tirefias  and  Phineus  prophets  old  : 

Then  feed  on  thoughts,  that  voluntary  move 

Harmonious  numbers ;  as  the  wakeful  bird 

Sings  darkling,  and  in  fhadieft  covert  hid 

Tunes  her  nofturnal  note.     Thus  with  the  year       40 

Seafons  return,  but  not  to  me  returns 

Bay,  or  the  fweet  approach  of  ev'n  or  morn. 

Or  fight  of  vernal  bloom,  or  fummer's  rofe. 

Or  flocks,  or  herds,  or  human  face  divine ; 

But  cloud  inilead,  and  ever-during  dark  45 

Surrounds  me,  from  the  chearful  ways  of  men 

Cut  off,  and  for  the  book  of  knowledge  fair 

Prefented  with  a  univerfal  blank 

Of  nature's  works  to  me  expung'd  and  ras'd. 

And  wifdom  at  one  entrance  quite  ihut  out.  50 

So  much  the  rather  thou,  celeftial  Light, 

Shine  inward,  and  the  mind  through  all  her  powers 

Irradiate, 
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Irradiate,  there  plant  eyes,  all  mift  from  thence 

Purge  and  difperfe,  that  I  may  fee  and  tell 

Of  things  invifible  to  mortal  fight.  55 

Now  had  th'  almighty  Father  from  above. 
From  the  pure  empyrean  where  he  fits 
High  thron'd  above  all  highth,  bent  down  his  eye. 
His  own  works  and  their  works  at  once  to  view  : 
About  him  all  the  Sandlities  of  Heaven  60 

Stood  thick  as  ftars,  and  from  his  fight  receiv'd 
Beatitude  paft  utterance  ;  on  his  right 
The  radiant  image  of  his  glory  fat. 
His  only  Son  ;  on  earth  he  firft  beheld 
Our  two  firft  parents,  yet  the  only  two  65 

Of  mankind,  in  the  happy  garden  plac'd. 
Reaping  immortal  fruits  of  joy  and  love. 
Uninterrupted  joy,  unrival'd  love 
In  blifsful  folitude;  he  then  furvey'd 
Hell  and  the  gulf  between,  and  Satan  there  70 

Coafting  the  wall  of  Heav'n  on  this  fide  Night 
In  the  dun  air  fublime,  and  ready  now 
To  ftoop  with  wearied  wings  and  willing  feet 
On  the  bare  outfide  of  this  world,  that  feem'd 
Firm  land  imbofom'd,  without  firmament,  75 

Uncertain  which,  in  ocean  or  in  air. 
Him  God  beholding  from  his  profpe£l  high. 
Wherein  paft,  prefcnt,  future  he  beholds. 
Thus  to  his  only  Son  foreleeing  fpake. 

Only  begotten  Son,  feeft  thou  what  rage  80 

Tranfports  our  Adverfary  ?  whom  no  bounds 
Prefcrib'd,  no  bars  of  Hell,  nor  all  the  chains 

Heap'd 
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Heap'd  on  him  there,  nor  yet  the  main  abyfs 

Wide  interrupt  can  hold ;  fo  bent  he  feems 

On  defperate  rivenge,  that  Ihall  redound  85 

Upon  his  own  rebellious  head.     And  now 

Through  all  reftraint  broke  loofe  he  wings  his  way 

Not  far  ofFHeav'n,  in  the  precinfts  of  light, 

Diredly  tow'rds  the  new  created  world. 

And  Man  there  plac'd,  with  purpofe  to  afTay  90 

If  him  by  force  he  can  deflroy,  or  worfe. 

By  fome  falfe  guile  pervert ;  and  fhall  pervert. 

For  Man  will  hearken  to  his  glozing  lies. 

And  eafily  tranfgrefs  the  fole  command. 

Sole  pledge  of  his  obedience  :  So  will  fall,  95 

He  and  his  faithlefs  progeny  :  Whofe  fault  ? 

Whofe  but  his  own  ?  Ingrate,  he  had  of  me 

All  he  could  have  ;  I  made  him  juft  and  right. 

Sufficient  to  have  ftood,  though  free  to  fall. 

Such  I  created  all  th'  ethereal  Powers  100 

And  Spi'rits,  both  them  who  ftood  and  them  who  fail'd; 

Freely  they  ftood  who  ftood,  and  fell  who  fell. 

Not  free,  what  proof  could  they  have  giv'n  fmcere 

Of  true  allegiance,  conftant  faith  or  love. 

Where  only  what  they  needs  muft  do  appear'd,      105 

Not  what  they  would  ?  what  praife  could  they  receive  ? 

What  pleafure  I  from  fuch  obedience  paid. 

When  will  and  reafon  (reafon  alfo'  is  choice) 

Ufelefs  and  vain,  of  fi-eedom  both  defpoil'd, 

Made  paffive  both,  had  ferv'd  neceffity,  1 10 

Not  me  ?  They  therefore  as  to  right  belonged. 

So  vvere  created,  nor  can  juftly'  accufe 

Their 
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Their  maker/or  their  making,  or  their  fate. 

As  if  predeftination  over-rul'd 

Their  will,  difpos'd  by  abfolute  decree  115 

Or  high  foreknowledge ;  they  themfelves  decreed 

Their  own  revolt,  not  I ;  if  I  foreknew. 

Foreknowledge  had  no  influence  on  their  fault. 

Which  had  no  lefs  prov'd  certain  unforeknown. 

So  without  leaft  impulfe  or  fhadow'  of  fate,  120 

Or  ought  by  me  immutably  forefeen. 

They  trefpafs,  authors  to  themfelves  in  all 

Both  what  they  judge  and  what  they  choofe  ;  for  fo 

I  form'd  them  free,  and  free  they  muft  remai.i. 

Till  they  inthraU  themfelves;  I  eKs  mull  change    125 

Their  nature,  and  revoke  the  high  decree 

Unchangeable,  eternal,  which  ordain'd 

Their  freedom;  they  themfelves  ordain'd  their  fall. 

The  firft  fort  by  their  own  fuggeftion  fell. 

Self-tempted,  felf-deprav'd  :  Man  falls,  deceiv'd    130 

By  th'  other  firft;  Man  therefore  ihall  find  grace. 

The  other  none  :  in  mercy'  and  juftice  both. 

Through  Heav'n  and  Earth,  fo  Ihall  my  glory'  excel. 

But  mercy  firft  and  laft  (hall  brighteft  fhine. 

Thus  while  God  fpake,  ambrofial  fragrance  fill'd 
All  Heav'n,  and  in  the  bleffed  Spi'rits  elect 
Senfe  of  new  joy  ineffable  diffus'd  : 
Beyond  compare  the  Son  of  God  was  feen 
Moft  glorious;  in  him  all  his  Father  ftione 
Subftantially  exprefs'd  ;  and  in  his  face  1 40 

Divine  compaffion  vifibly  appear'd. 
Love  without  end,  and  without  meafure  grace. 

Which 
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Which  uttering  thus  he  to  his  Father  fpake. 

O  Father,  gracious  was  that  word  which  clos'd 
Thy  fovran  fentence,  that  Man  ihould  find  grace;  145 
For  which  both  Heav'n  and  Earth  fhall  high  extol 
Thy  praifes,  with  th'  innumerable  found 
Of  hymns  and  facred  fongs,  wherewith  thy  throne 
Incompafs'd  fhall  refound  thee  ever  bleft. 
For  Ihould  Man  finally  be  loft,  Ihould  Man,  150 

Thy  creature  late  fo  lov'd,  thy  youngeft  fon. 
Fall  circumvented  thus  by  fraud,  though  joinM 
With  his  own  folly  ?  that  be  from  thee  far. 
That  far  be  from  thee.  Father,  who  art  judge 
Of  all  things  made,  and  judgeft  only  right.  155 

Or  fhall  the  Adverfary  thus  obtain 
His  end,  and  fruftrate  thine  ?  Ihall  he  fulfil 
His  malice,  and  thy  goodnefs  bring  to  nought. 
Or  proud  return,  though  to  his  heavier  doom. 
Yet  with  revenge  accomplifti'd,  and  to  Hell  160 

Draw  after  him  the  whole  race  of  mankind. 
By  him  corrupted  ?  or  wilt  thou  thyfelf 
Abolilh  thy  creation,  and  unmake 
For  him,  what  for  thy  glory  thou  haft  made  ? 
So  Ihould  thy  goodnefs  and  thy  greatnefs  both       165 
Be  queftion'd  and  blafphem'd  without  defenfe. 

To  whom  the  great  Creator  thus  reply 'd. 
O  Son,  in  whom  my  foul  hath  chief  delight. 
Son  of  my  bofom.  Son  who  art  alone 
My  word,  my  wifdom,  and  efFe£lual  might,  .  170 

All  haft  thou  fpoken-  as  my  thoughts  are,  all 
As  my  eternal  purpofe  hath  decreed : 

Man 
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Man  fhall  not  quite  be  loft,  but  favM  who  will. 

Yet  not  of  will  in  him,  but  grace  in  me 

Freely  vouchfaPd;  once  more  I  v.i.\\  renew  175 

His  lapfed  pow'rs,  though  forfeit  and  inthrall'd 

By  fm  to  foul  exorbitant  defires ; 

Upheld  by  me,  yet  once  more  he  Ihall  ftand 

On  even  ground  againft  his  mortal  foe. 

By  me  upheld,  that  he  may  know  how  frail  1 80 

His  fall'n  condition  is,  and  to  me  owe 

All  his  deliverance,  and  to  none  but  me. 

Some  I  have  chofen  of  peculiar  grace 

EIe6l  above  the  reft ;  fo  is  my  will : 

The  reft  ftiall  hear  me  call,  and  oft  be  warn'd        185 

Their  fmful  ftate,  and  to  appeafe  betimes 

Th*  incenfed  Deity,  while  oifer'd  grace 

Invites  ;  for  I  will  clear  their  fenfes  dark. 

What  may  fuffice,  and  Ibften  ftony  hearts 

To  pray,  repent,  and  bring  obedience  due.  190 

To  pray'r,  repentance,  and  obedience  due. 

Though  but  endeavor 'd  with  fincere  intent. 

Mine  ear  ihall  not  be  flow,  mine  eye  not  ihut. 

And  I  will  place  within  them  as  a  guide 

My  umpire  confcience,  whom  if  they  will  hear,      loc 

Light  after  light  well  us'd  they  fhall  attain. 

And  to  the  end  perfifting,  fafe  arrive. 

This  my  long  fufferance  and  my  day  of  grace 

They  who  negle£l  and  fcorn,  fliall  never  tafte ; 

But  hard  be  harden'd,  blind  be  blinded  more,         200 

That  they  may  ftumble  on,  and  deeper  fall ; 

And  none  but  fuch  from  mercy  I  exclude. 

But 
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But  yet  all  is  not  done ;  Man  difobeying, 

Difloyal  breaks  his  fealty,  and  fins 

Againft  the  high  fupremacy  of  Heaven,  205 

Affeding  God-head,  and  fo  lofing  ali. 

To  expiate  his  treafon  hath  nought  left. 

But  to  dellrudion  facred  and  devote. 

He  with  his  whole  pofterity  mull  die. 

Die  he  or  juiHce  mufl;  unlefs  for  him  210 

Some  other  able,  and  as  willing,  pay 

The  rigid  fatisfadion,  death  for  death. 

Say  hcav'nly  Pow'rs,  where  fhall  we  find  fuch  love  ? 

Which  of  ye  will  be  mortal  to  redeem 

Man's  mortal  crime,  and  juft  th'  unjufl:  to  fave  ?     215 

Dwells  in  all  Heaven  charity  (o  dear  ? 

He  alk'd,  but  ail  the  heav'rJy  quire  flood  mute. 
And  filence  was  in  Heav'n :  on  Man's  behalf 
Patron  or  intercefTor  none  appeared. 
Much  lefs  that  duril  upon  his  own  head  draw         220 
The  deadly  forfeiture,  and  ranfome  fet. 
And  now  without  redemption  all  manidnd 
Mull  have  been  loft,  adjudg'd  to  Death  and  Hell 
By  doom  fever e,  had  not  the  Son  of  God, 
In  wnom  the  fulnefs  dwells  of  love  divine,  225 

His  dearell  mediation  thus  renew 'd. 

Father,  thy  word  is  pail,  Man  ihall  find  grace ; 
And  fhall  grace  not  find  means,  that  finds  her  way. 
The  fpeediefl  of  thy  winged  mefTengers, 
To  vifit  all  thy  creatures,  and  to  all  230 

Comes  unprevented,  unimplor'd,  unfought  ? 
Happy  for  Man,  fo  coming;  he  her  aid 

3  Can 
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Can  never  feek,  once  dead  in  fins  and  loll ; 

Atonement  for  himfelf  or  offering  meet> 

Indebted  and  undone,  hath  none  to  bring:  235 

Behold  me  then ;  me  for  him,  life  for  life 

1  offer ;  on  me  let  thine  anger  fall ; 

Account  me  Man ;  I  for  his  lake  will  leave 

Thy  bofom,  and  this  glory  next  to  thee 

Freely  put  off,  and  for  him  laflly  die  24c 

Well  pleas'd  ;  on  me  let  Death  wreck  all  his  rage; 

Under  his  gloomy  pow'r  I  fhall  not  long 

Lie  vanquilh'd;  thou  haft  glv'n  me  to  poffefs 

Life  in  myfelf  for  ev*r ;  by  thee  I  live. 

Though  now  to  Death  I  yield,  and  am  his  due       245 

All  that  of  me  can  die  ;  yet  that  debt  paid. 

Thou  wilt  not  leave  me  in  the  loathfome  grave 

His  prey,  nor  fuffer  my  unfpotted  foul 

For  ever  with  corruption  there  to  dwell; 

But  I  fliall  rife  vidlorious,  and  fubdue  250 

My  vanquilher,  fpoil'd  of  his  vaunted  fpoil; 

Death  his  death's  wound  fliall  then  receive,  and  ftoop 

Inglorious,  of  his  mortal  fting  difarm'd. 

I  through  the  ample  air  in  triumph  high 

Shall  lead  Hell  captive  maugre  Hell,  and  fhow       255 

The  Pow'rs  of  darknefs  bound.     Thou  at  the  fight 

Pleas'd,  out  of  Heaven  flialt  look  down  and  fmile. 

While  by  thee  rais'd  I  ruin  all  my  foes. 

Death  laft,  and  with  his  carcafs  glut  the  grave : 

Then  with  the  multitude  of  my  redeem'd  260 

Shall  enter  Hcav'n  long  abfent,  and  return. 

Father,  to  fee  thy  face,  wherein  no  cloud 

Vol.  X.  G  Of 
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Of  anger  (hall  remain,  but  peace  affur'd 
And  reconcilement ;  wrath  fhall  be  no  more 
Thenceforth,  but  in  thy  prefence  joy  entire.  265 

His  words  here  ended,  but  his  meek  afped 
Silent  yet  fpake,  and  breath'd  immortal  love 
To  mortal  men,  above  which  only  Ihone 
Filial  obedience:  as  a  facrifice 

Glad  to  be  offer 'd,  he  attends  the  will  270 

Of  his  great  Father,     Admiration  feis'd 
All  Heav'n,  what  this  might  mean,  and  whither  tend 
Wond'ring;  but  foon  th'  Almighty  thus  reply'd. 

O  thou  in  Heav'n  and  Earth  the  only  peace 
Found  out  for  mankind  mider  wrath,  O  thou  275 

My  fole  complacence  !  well  thou  know'il  how  dear 
To  me  are  all  my  works,  nor  Man  the  leaft. 
Though  laft  created ;  that  for  him  I  fpare 
Thee  from  my  bofom  and  right  hand,  to  fave. 
By  lofmg  thee  a  while,  the  Vv'hole  race  loft.  2  So 

Thou  therefore,  whom  thou  only  canft  redeem. 
Their  nature  alfo  to  thy  nature  join; 
And  be  thyfelf  Man  among  men  on  earth. 
Made  ilefh,  when  time  fhall  be,  of  virgin  feed. 
By  wondrous  birth  :  be  thou  in  Adam's  room         285 
The  head  of  all  mankind,  though  Adam's  fon. 
As  in  him  perlih  all  men,  fo  in  thee. 
As  from  a  fecond  root,  ihall  be  reftor'd 
As  many  as  are  reftor'd,  without  thee  none, 
liis  crime  makes  guilty  all  his  fons ;  thy  merit       290 
Imputed  fhall  abfolve  them  who  renounce 
Their  own  both  righteous  and  unrighteous  deeds. 

And 
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And  live  in  "thee  tranfplanted,  and  from  thee 

Receive  new  life.     So  Man,  as  is  mofl  juft. 

Shall  fatisfy  for  Man,  be  judg'd  and  die,  295 

And  dying  rife,  and  rifing  with  him  raife 

His  brethren,  ranfom'd  with  his  own  dear  life. 

So  heav'nly  love  Ihall  outdo  hellifh  hate. 

Giving  to  death,  and  dying  to  redeem. 

So  dearly  to  redeem  what  hellilh  hate  306 

So  eafily  deftroy'd,  and  flill  deftroys 

In  thofe  who,  when  they  may,  accept  not  grace. 

Nor  (halt  thou,  by  defcending  to  aflame 

Man's  nature,  lelTen  or  degrade  thine  own. 

Becaufe  thou  hail,  though  thrcn'd  in  higheft  blifs   305 

Equal  to  God,  and  equally  enjoying 

God-like  fruition,  quitted  all  to  fave 

A  world  from  utter  lofs,  and  haft  been  found 

By  merit  more  than  birthr.>ght  Son  of  God, 

Found  worthieft  to  be  fo  by  being  good,  3IQ 

Far  more  than  great  or  high ;  becaufe  in  thee 

Love  hath  abounded  more  than  glory'  abounds. 

Therefore  thy  humiliation  (hall  exalt 

With  thee  thy  manhood  alfo  to  this  throne; 

Here  (halt  thou  fit  incarnate,  here  (halt  reign  3 1  tj 

Both  God  and  Man,  Son  both  of  God  and  Man, 

Anointed  univerfal  king ;  all  power 

I  give  thee ;  reign  for  ever,  and  affume 

Thy  merits ;  under  thee  as  head  fupreme 

Thrones,  Princedoms,  Pow'rs,  Dominions  I  reduce; 

All  knees  to  thee  (hall  bov/,  of  them  that  bide 

In  Heav'ri,  or  Earth,  or  under  Earth  in  Hell. 

G  2  When 
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When  thou  attended  glorioufly  from  Heaven 

Shalt  in  the  fky  appear,  and  from  thee  fend 

The  fummoning  Arch- Angels  to  proclame  325 

Thy  dread  tribunal ;  forthwith  from  all  winds 

The  living,  and  forthwith  the  cited  dead 

Of  all  paft  ages,  to  the  general  doom 

Shall  hallen,  fuch  a  peal  ihall  roufe  their  fleep. 

Then  all  thy  faints  aifembled,  thou  (halt  judge       330 

Bad  men  and  Angels;  they  arraign'd  fhali  fink 

Beneath  thy  fentence;  Hell,  her  numbers  full. 

Thenceforth  Ihall  be  for  ever  Ihut.     Mean  while 

The  world  Ihall  burn,  and  from  her  aflies  fpring 

New  Heav'n  and  Earth,  wherein  the  juH  fhall  dwell. 

And  after  all  their  tribulations  long 

See  golden  days,  fruitful  of  golden  deeds, 

"With  joy  and  love  triumphing,  and  fair  truth. 

Then  thou  thy  regal  fceptre  (halt  lay  by. 

For  regal  fceptre  then  no  more  fhall  need,  340 

God  ihall  be  all  in  all.     But  all  ye  Gods, 

Adore  him,  who  to  compafs  all  this  dies ; 

Adore  the  Son,  and  honor  him  as  me. 

No  fooner  had  th'  Almighty  ceas'd,  but  all 
The  multitude  of  Angels,  with  a  Ihout  345 

Loud  as  from  numbers  without  number,  fweet 
As  from  blell  voices,  uttering  joy,  Heav'n  rung 
With  jubilee,  and  loud  Hofanna's  fiU'd 
Th'  eternal  regions :  lowly  reverent 
Tow'ards  either  throne  they  bow,  and  to  the  ground 
With  folemn  adoration  down  they  call 
Their  crowns  inwove  with  amarant  and  gold  ; 

Immortal 
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Immortal  amarant,  a  flow'r  which  once 

In  Paradife,  fail  by  the  tree  of  life. 

Began  to  bloom;  but  foon  for  man's  ofFenfe  355 

To  Heav'n  removM,  where  finl  it  grev/,  there  grows. 

And  flow'rs  aloft  Ihading  the  fount  of  life. 

And  where  the  riv'er  of  biifs  through  midft  of  Heaven 

Rolls  o'er  Elyfian  flow'rs  her  amber  flream ; 

With  thefe  that  never  fade  the  Spi'rits  eleft  360 

Bind  their  refplendent  locks  inwreath'd  with  beams. 

Now  in  loofe  garlands  thick  thrown  off,  the  bright 

Pavement,  that  like  a  fea  of  jafper  Ihone, 

Impurpled  with  celeftial  rofes  fmil'd. 

Then  crown'd  again,  their  golden  harps  they  took. 

Harps  ever  tun'd,  that  ghttering  by  their  fide 

Like  quivers  hung,  and  with  preamble  fweet 

Of  charming  fymphony  they  introduce 

Their  facred  fong,  and  waken  raptures  high; 

No  voice  exempt,  no  voice  but  well  could  join        370 

Melo4ious  part,  fuch  concord  is  in  Heaven. 

Thee,  Father,  firfl  they  fung.  Omnipotent, 
Immutable,  Immortal,  Infinite, 
Eternal  ^g  ;  thee  Author  of  all  being, 
Fountain  of  light,  thyfelf  invifible  375 

Amidll  the  glorious  brightnefs  where  thou  fit'il 
Thron'd  inaccefiible,  but  when  thou  fhad'il 
The  full  blaze  of  thy  beams,  and  through  a  cloud 
Drawn  round  about  thee  like  a  radiant  fhrine. 
Dark  with  exceflive  bright  thy  Ikirts  appear,  380 

Yet  dazle  Heav'n,  that  brighteft  Seraphim 
Approach  not,  but  v.ith  botli  wings  veil  their  eyes. 

G  3  Thee 
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Thee  next  they  fang  of  ail  creation  firft. 

Begotten  Son,  Divine  Similitude, 

In  whofe  confpicuous  count'nance,  without  cloud    385 

Made  vifible,  th'  almighty  Father  Ihines, 

Whom  elfe  no  creature  can  behold ;  on  thee 

Imprefs'd  th'  effulgence  of  his  glory'  abides, 

Transfus'd  on  thee  his  ample  Spirit  refls. 

He  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  and  all  the  Pow'rs  therein  390 

By  thee  created,  and  by  thee  drew  down 

Th'  afpiring  Dominations :  thou  that  day 

Thy  Father's  dreadful  thunder  didft  not  fpare. 

Nor  Hop  thy  flaming  chariot  wheels,  that  fhook 

Heav'n's  everlafting  frame,  while  o'er  the  necks    395 

Thou  drov'ft  of  warring  Angels  difarray'd. 

Back  from  purfuit  thy  Pow'rs  with  loud  acclame 

Thee  only'  extoU'd,  Son  of  thy  Father's  might. 

To  execute  fierce  vengeance  on  his  foes. 

Not  fo  on  Man :  Him  through  their  malice  fall'n,  400 

Father  of  mercy'  and  grace,  thou  didft  not  doom 

So  ftridlly,  but  much  more  to  pity'  incline : 

No  fooner  did  thy  dear  and  only  Son 

Perceive  thee  purpos'd  not  to  doom  frail  Man 

So  ftriclly,  but  much  more  to  pity'  inclin'd,  405 

He  to  appeafe  thy  wrath,  and  end  the  ftrife 

Of  mercy'  and  juftice  in  thy  face  difcern'd, 

Regardlefs  of  the  blifs  wherein  he  fat 

Second  to  thee,  offer'd  himfelf  to  die 

For  Man's  offenfe.     O  unexampled  love,  410 

Love  no  where  to  be  found  lefs  than  Divine  ! 

Hail  Son  of  Gcd,  Saviour  cf  Men,  thy  name 

Shall 
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Shall  be  the  copious  matter  of  my  fong 
Henceforth,  and  never  ftiall  my  harp  thy  praife 
Forget,  nor  from  thy  Father's  praife  disjoin.  415 

Thus  they  in  Heav'n,  above  the  ftarry  fphere. 
Their  happy  hours  in  joy  and  hymning  fpent. 
Mean  while  upon  the  firm  opacous  globe 
Of  this  round  world,  whofe  iirft  convex  divides 
The  luminous  inferior  orbs  inclos'd  420 

From  Chaos  and  th'  inroad  of  Darknefs  old, 
Satan  alighted  walks :  a  globe  far  off 
It  feem'd,  now  feems  a  boundlefs  continent 
Dark,  wade,  and  wild,  under  the  frown  of  Night 
Starlefs  expos 'd,  and  ever-threatning  ftorms  425 

Of  Chaos  bluft'ring  round,  inclement  fky  ; 
Save  on  that  fide  which  from  the  wall  of  Heaven, 
Though  diftant  far,  fome  fmall  refledlion  gains 
Of  glimmering  air  lefs  vex'd  with  tempefl  loud : 
Here  walk'd  the  Fiend  at  large  in  fpacious  field.    430 
As  when  a  vultur  on  Imaus  bred, 
Whofe  fnowy  ridge  the  roving  Tartar  bounds, 
Diflodging  from  a  region  fcarce  of  prey 
To  gorge  the  flefh  of  lambs  or  yeanling  kids 
On  hills  where  flocks  are  fed,  flies  tow'ard  the  fprings 
Of  Ganges  or  Hydafpes,  Indian  ftreams ; 
But  in  his  way  lights  on  the  barren  plains 
Of  Sericana,  where  Chinefes  drive 
With  fails  and  wind  their  cany  waggons  light : 
So  on  this  windy  fea  of  land,  the  Fiend  440 

Walk'd  up  and  down  alone,  bent  on  his  prey ; 
Alone,  for  other  creature  in  this  place 

G  4  Living 
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Living  or  lifelefs  to  be  found  was  none  ; 

None  yet,  but  ilore  hereafter  from  the  earth 

Up  hither  like  acreal  vapours  flew  445 

Of  all  things  tranficory'  and  vain,  when  fin 

With  vanity  had  fill'd  the  works  of  men  ; 

Both  all  things  vain,  and  all  who  in  vain  things 

Built  their  fond  hopes  of  glory'  or  lafiing  fame. 

Or  happincfs  in  this  or  th'  other  life  ;  45  O 

All  who  have  their  reward  on  earth,  the  fruits 

Of  painful  fuperfHtion  and  blind  zeal. 

Nought  feeking  but  the  praife  of  men,  here  find 

Fit  retribution,  empty  as  their  deeds  j 

All  th'  unaccompliih'd  works  of  Nature's  hand,     455 

Abortive,  monllrous,  or  unkindly  mix'd, 

Diffolv'd  on  earth,  fleet  hither,  and  in  vain. 

Till  final  diflolution,  wander  here. 

Not  in  the  neighboring  moon,  as  fome  have  dream'd ; 

Thofe  argent  fields  more  likely  habitants,  460 

Tranflated  Saints,  or  middle  Spirits  hold 

Betwixt  th'  angelical  and  human  kind. 

Hither  of  ill-join'd  fons  and  daughters  bom 

FirH  from  the  ancient  world  thofe  giants  came 

With  many  a  vain  exploit,  though  then  renown'd: 

The  builders  next  of  Babel  on  the  plain 

Of  Sennaar,  and  ftill  with  vain  defign 

New  Babels,  had  they  wherewithal,  would  build  : 

Others  came  fmgle  ;  he  who  to  be  deem'd 

A  God,  leap'd  fondly  into  .^tna  flames,  470 

Empedoclea  ;  and  he  who  to  enjoy 

Pia:c's  Elyfium.,  leap'd  iato  the  Tea, 

Cleombrotus ; 
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Cleombrotus  ;  and  many  more  too  long. 

Embryo's  and  idiots,  eremites  and  friers 

White,  black,  and  gray,  with  all  their  trumpery.    475 

Here  pilgrims  roam,  that  ftray'd  fo  far  to  feck 

In  Golgotha  him  dead,  who  lives  in  Heaven ; 

And  they  who,  to  be  fure  of  Paradifc, 

Dying  put  on  the  weeds  of  Dominic, 

Or  in  Francifcan  think  to  pafs  difguis'd ;  480 

They  pafs  the  planets  fev'n,  and  pafs  the  iix'd. 

And  that  cryftallin  fphere  whofe  balance  weighs 

The  trepidation  talk'd,  and  that  firft  mov'd; 

And  now  Saint  Peter  at  Heav'n's  wicket  feems 

To  wait  them  with  his  keys,  and  now  at  foot         485 

Of  Heav'n's  afcent  they  lift  their  feet,  when  lo 

A  violent  crofs  wind  from  either  coaft 

Blov.'s  them  tranfverfe  ten  thoufand  leagues  awry 

Into  the  de\'ious  air ;  then  might  ye  fee 

Cowls,  hoods,  and  habits  with  their  wearers  toll     490 

And  fiutter'd  into  rags,  then  reliques,  beads. 

Indulgences,  difpenfes,  pardons,  bulls. 

The  fport  of  winds :  all  thefe  upwhirl'd  aloft 

P  ly  o'er  the  backfide  of  the  world  far  off 

Into  a  Limbo  large  and  broad,  fmce  call'd  495 

The  Paradife  of  Fools,  to  few  uiiknown 

Long  after,  now  unpeopled,  and  untrod. 

All  this  dark  globe  the  Fiend  found  as  he  pafs'd. 

And  long  he  wander 'd,  till  at  lail  a  gleam 

Of  dawning  light  turn'd  thither-ward  in  halle        500 

Plis  travel'd  fteps :  far  diftant  he  defcries 

Afcending  by  degrees  magnificent 

Up 
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Up  to  the  wall  of  Heav'n  a  ftrufture  high  ; 

At  top  whereof,  but  far  more  rich  appear'd 

The  work  as  of  a  kingly  palace  gate,  505 

With  frontifpiece  of  diamond  and  gold 

Embellifh'd;  thick  with  fparkling  orient  gems 

The  portal  Ihone,  inimitable  on  earth 

By  model,  or  by  ihading  pencil  drawn. 

The  flairs  were  fuch  as  whereon  Jacob  faw  510 

Angels  afcending  and  defcending,  bands 

Of  guardians  bright,  when  he  from  Efau  fled 

To  Padan-Aram,  in  the  field  of  Luz 

Dreaming  by  night  under  the  open  fky. 

And  waking  cry'd.  This  is  the  gate  of  Heaven.     515 

Each  flair  myflerioufly  was  meant,  nor  flood 

There  always,  but  drawn  up  to  Heav'n  fometimes 

Viewlefs ;  and  underneath  a  bright  fea  flow'd 

Of  jafper,  or  of  liquid  pearl,  whereon 

Who  after  came  from  earth,  failing  arriv'd  520 

Wafted  by  Angels,  or  flew  o'er  the  lake 

Rapt  in  a  chariot  drawn  by  fiery  fleeds. 

The  flairs  were  then  let  down,  whether  to  dare 

The  Fiend  by  eafy'  afcent,  or  aggravate 

His  fad  exclufion  from  the  doors  of  blifs :  525 

Direcl  againfl  which  open'd  from  beneath, 

Jufl  o'er  the  blifsful  feat  of  Paradife, 

A  pafTage  down  to  th'  Earth,  a  pafTage  wide, 

W'ider  by  far  than  that  of  after-times 

Over  mount  Sion,  and,  though  that  were  large,      530 

Over  the  Promis'd  Land  to  God  fo  dear. 

By  which,  to  vifit  oft  thofe  happy  tribes. 

On 
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On  high  behefts  his  Angels  to  and  fro 

Pafs'd  frequent,  and  his  eye  with  choice  regard 

From  Paneas  the  fount  of  Jordan's  flood  535 

To  Beerfaba,  where  the  Holy  Land 

Borders  on  Egypt  and  th'  Arabian  fhore  ; 

So  wide  the  opening  feem'd,  where  bounds  were  fet 

To  darknefs,  fuch  as  bound  the  ocean  wave. 

Satan  from  hence,  now  on  the  lower  ftair  540 

That  fcal'd  by  fteps  of  gold  to  Heaven  gate. 

Looks  down  with  wonder  at  the  fudden  view 

Of  all  this  world  at  once.     As  when  a  fcout 

Through  dark  and  defert  ways  with  peril  gone 

All  night,  at  laft  by  break  of  chearful  dawn  54^ 

Obtains  the  brow  of  fome  high-climbing  hill. 

Which  to  his  eye  difcovers  unaware 

The  goodly  profpeft  of  fome  foreign  land 

Firft  feen,  or  fome  renown'd  metropolis 

With  glift'ring  fpires  and  pinnacles  adorn'd  550 

Which  now  the  rifmg  fun  gilds  with  his  beams  : 

Such  wonder  feis'd,  though  after  Heaven  feen. 

The  Spi'rit  malign,  but  much  more  envy  feis'd. 

At  fight  of  all  this  world  beheld  fo  fair. 

Round  he  furveys  (and  well  might,  where  he  flood 

So  iiigh  above  the  circling  canopy 

Of  night's  extended  (hade)  from  eaftern  point 

Of  Libra  to  the  fleecy  ftar  that  bears 

Andromeda  far  off  Atlantic  fcas 

Beyond  th'  horizon;  then  from  pole  to  pole  560 

He  views  in  breadth,  and  without  longer  paufe 

Down  right  into  the  world's  iirlt  region  throws 

His 
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His  flight  precipitant,  and  winds  with  eafe 

Through  the  pure  marble  air  his  oblique  way 

Amongft  innumerable  flars,  that  Ihone  565 

Stars  diftant,  but  nigh  hand  feem'd  other  worlds; 

Or  other  worlds  they  feem'd,  or  happy  iles. 

Like  thofe  Hefperian  gardens  fam'd  of  old. 

Fortunate  fields,  and  groves,  and  flow'ry  vales. 

Thrice  happy  iles,  but  who  dwelt  happy  there        570 

He  ftay'd  not  to  inquire  :  above  them  all 

The  golden  fun  in  fplendor  likeft  Heaven 

Allur'd  his  eye  :  thither  his  courfe  he  bends 

Through  the  calm  firmament,  (but  up  or  down. 

By  center,  or  eccentric,  hard  to  tell,  575 

Or  longitude,)  where  the  great  luminary 

Aloof  the  vulgar  conftellations  thick. 

That  from  his  lordly  eye  keep  dillance  due, 

Difpenfes  light  from  far ;  they  as  they  move 

Their  flarry  dance  in  numbers  that  compute  580 

Davs  months  and  years,  tow'ards  his  all-chearlrig  lamp 

Turn  fwift  their  various  motions,  or  are  turned 

By  his  magnetic  beam,  that  gently  warms 

The  univerfe,  and  to  each  inv/ard  part 

With  gentle  penetration,  though  unfeen,  585 

Shoots  invifibie  virtue  ev'n  to  the  deep  ; 

So  wondroully  was  fet  his  ftation  bright. 

There  lands  the  Fiend,  a  fpot  like  which  perhaps 

Ailronomer  in  the  fun's  lucent  orb 

Through  his  glaz'd  optic  tube  yet  never  faw.         590 

The  place  he  found"  beyond  exprefTion  bright, 

Compar'd  with  ought  on  earth,  metal  or  ilone; 

Not 
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Not  all  parts  like,  but  all  alike  inform M 

With  radiant  light,  as  glowing  ir'on  with  fire ; 

If  metal,  part  feem'd  gold,  part  filver  clear;  59^ 

If  ftone,  carbuncle  moil  or  chryfolite. 

Ruby  or  topaz,  or  the  twelve  that  fhone 

In  Aaron's  breaft-plate,  and  a  ftone  befides 

Imagin'd  rather  oft  than  elfewhere  feen. 

That  ftone,  or  like  to  that,  which  here  below  600 

Philofophers  in  vain  fo  long  have  fought. 

In  vain,  though  by  their  pow'rful  art  they  bind 

Volatil  Hermes,  and  call  up  unbound 

In  various  (hapes  old  Proteus  from  the  fea, 

Drain'd  through  a  limbec  to  his  native  form.         605 

What  wonder  then  if  fields  and  regions  here 

Breathe  forth  Elixir  pure,  and  rivers  run 

Potable  gold,  when  with  one  virtuous  touch 

Th'  arch-chemic  fun,  fo  far  from  us  remote. 

Produces,  with  terreftrial  humor  mix'd,  61® 

Here  in  the  dark  fo  many  precious  things 

Of  color  glorious,  and  effedl  fo  rare  ? 

Here  matter  new  to  gaze  the  Devil  met 

Undazled ;  far  and  wide  his  eye  commands  ; 

For  fight  no  obftacle  found  here,  nor  fhade,  615 

But  all  fun-fhine,  as  when  his  beams  at  noon 

Culminate  from  th'  equator,  as  they  now 

Shot  upward  ftill  diredl,  whence  no  way  round 

Shadow  from  body  opaque  can  fall;  and  th'  air 

No  where  fo  clear,  Iharpen'd  his  vifual  ray  620 

To  obje6ls  diftant  far,  whereby  helicon 

Saw  within  ken  a  glorious  Angel  ftand. 

The 
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The  fame  whom  John  faw  alfo  in  the  fun : 

His  back  was  turn'd,  but  not  his  brightnefs  hid; 

Of  beaming  funny  rays  a  golden  tiar  625 

Circled  his  head,  nor  lefs  his  locks  behind 

llluftrious  on  his  (houlders  fledge  with  wings 

Lay  waving  round  ;  on  fome  great  charge  employed 

He  feem'd,  or  fix'd  in  cogitation  deep. 

Glad  was  the  Spi'rit  impure,  as  now  in  hope  630 

To  find  who  might  direft  his  wand'ring  flight 

To  Paradife  the  happy  feat  of  Man, 

His  journey's  end  and  our  beginning  woe. 

But  firll  he  cafts  to  change  his  proper  ftiape. 

Which  elfe  might  work  him  danger  or  delay:        635 

And  now  a  ftripling  Cherub  he  appears. 

Not  of  the  prime,  yet  fuch  as  in  his  face 

Youth  fmil'd  celeftial,  and  to  every  lim.b 

Suitable  grace  diiFus'd,  fo  well  he  feign'd: 

Under  a  coronet  his  flowing  hair  64G 

In  curls  on  either  cheek  play'd;  wings  he  wore 

Of  many  a  color'd  plume  fprinkled  with  gold. 

His  habit  fit  for  fpeed  fuccinft,  and  held 

Before  his  decent  fteps  a  filver  wand. 

He  drew  not  nigh  unheard ;  the  Angel  bright,       645 

Ere  he  drew  nigh,  his  radiant  vifage  tum'd, 

Admonirti'd  by  his  ear,  and  flrait  was  known 

Th'  Arch- Angel  Uriel,  one  of  the  feven 

Who  in  God's  prefence,  neareft  to  his  throne. 

Stand  ready  at  command,  and  are  his  eyes  650 

That  run  through  all  the  Hcav'ns,  or  doum  to  th'  Earth 

Bear  his  fwift  errands  over  moill  and  dry, 

.     .  3  O'er 
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O'er  fea  and  land :  him  Satan  thus  accofts. 

Uriel,  for  thou  of  thofe  feven  Spi'rits  that  ftand 
In  fight  of  God's  high  throne,  glorioufly  bright,    6^^ 
The  firft  art  wont  his  great  authentic  will 
Interpreter  through  higheft  Heav'n  to  bring. 
Where  all  his  fons  thy  embaffy  attend ; 
And  here  art  likelieft  by  fupreme  decree 
Like  honor  to  obtain,  and  as  his  eye  660 

To  vifit  oft  this  new  creation  round ; 
Unfpeakable  defire  to  fee,  and  know 
All  thefe  his  wondrous  works,  but  chiefly  Man, 
His  chief  delight  and  favor,  him  for  whom 
All  thefe  his  works  fo  wondrous  he  ordain'd,  66^ 

Hath  brought  me  from  the  quires  of  Cherubim 
Alone  thus  wand'ring.     Brighteft  Seraph,  tell 
In  which  of  all  thefe  fhining  orbs  hath  Man 
His  fixed  feat,  or  fixed  feat  hath  none. 
But  all  thefe  fhining  orbs  his  choice  to  dwell;         C-^o 
That  I  may  find  him,  and  with  fecret  gaze 
Or  open  admiration  him  behold. 
On  whom  the  great  Creator  hath  beftow'd 
Worlds,  and  on  whom  hath  all  thefe  graces  pour'd ; 
That  both  in  him  and  all  things,  as  is  meet,  675 

The  univerfal  Maker  we  may  praife ; 
Who  juftly  hath  driv'n  out  his  rebel  foes 
To  deepefl:  Hell,  and  to  repair  that  lofs 
Created  this  new  happy  race  of  Men 
To  ferve  him  better  :  wife  are  all  his  ways.  680 

So  fpake  the  falfe  diffembler  unperceiv'd ; 
For  neitlier  Man  nor  Angel  can  difcern 

Hypocrify, 
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Hypocriiy,  the  only'  evil  that  walks 

Invifible,  except  to  God  alone. 

By  his  permiliive  will,  through  Heav'n  and  Earth :  685 

And  oft,  though  wifdom  wake,  fufpicion  fleeps 

At  wifdom' s  gate,  and  to  fimplicity 

Refigns  her  charge,  while  goodnefs  thinks  no  ill 

Where  no  ill  feems :  Which  now  for  once  beguil'd 

Uriel,  though  regent  of  the  fun,  and  held  690 

The  fharpeil-fighted  Spi'rit  of  all  in  Heaven ; 

Who  to  the  fraudulent  impoftor  foul 

In  his  uprightnefs  anfwer  thus  return'd. 

Fair  Angel,  thy  defire,  which  tends  to  know 
The  works  of  God,  thereby  to  glorify  695 

The  great  Work-mafter,  leads  to  no  excefs 
That  reaches  blame,  but  rather  merits  praife 
The  more  it  feems  excefs,  that  led  thee  hither 
From  thy  empyreal  manfion  thus  alone. 
To  witnefs  with  thine  eyes  what  fome  perhaps        700 
Contented  with  report  hear  only'  in  Heaven : 
For  wonderful  indeed  are  all  his  works, 
Pleafant  to  know,  and  worthiell  to  be  all 
Had  in  remembrance  always  with  delight* 
But  what  created  mind  can  comprehend  705 

Their  number,  or  the  wifdom  infinite 
That  brought  them  forth,  but  hid  their  caufes  deep  ? 
I  faw  when  at  his  word  the  formlefs  mafs. 
This  world's  material  mold,  came  to  a  heap : 
Confufion  heard  his  voice,  and  wild  uproar  710 

Stood  rul'd,  ftood  vaft  infinitude  confin'd ; 
Till  at  his  fecond  bidding  darknefs  fled. 

Light 
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Light  flione,  and  order  from  diforder  fprung : 

Swift  to  their  feveral  quarters  hailed  tlien 

The  cumbrous  elements,  earth,  flood,  air,  fire ;       715 

And  this  ethereal  quinteflence  of  Heaven 

Flew  upward,  fpirited  with  various  forms. 

That  roird  orbicular,  and  turned  to  ftars 

Numberlefs,  as  thou  feeft,  and  how  they  move ; 

Each  had  his  place  appointed,  each  his  courfe;      720 

The  reft  in  circuit  walls  this  univerfe. 

Look  downward  on  that  globe,  whofe  hither  fide 

With  light  from  hence,  though  but  refleded,  fhines ; 

That  place  is  Earth  the  feat  of  Man,  that  light 

His  day,  which  elfe  as  th'  other  hemifphere  725 

Night  would  invade;  but  there  the  neighb'ring  moon 

(So  call  that  oppofite  fair  ftar)  Jier  aid 

Timely'  interpoies,  and  her  monthly  round 

Still  ending,  flill  renewing,  through  mid  Heaven, 

With  borrow'd  light  her  countenance  triform         730 

Hence  fills  and  empties  to  inlighten  the  Earth, 

And  in  her  pale  dominion  checks  the  night. 

That  fpot  to  which  I  point  is  Paradile, 

Adam's  abode,  thofe  lofty  Ihades  his  bower. 

Thy  way  thou  canft  not  mifs,  me  mine  requires.    735 

Thus  faid,  he  turn'd ;  and  Sa>an  bowing  low. 
As  to  fuperior  Spi'rits  is  wont  in  Heaven, 
Where  honor  due  and  reverence  none  neglefts. 
Took  leave,  and  tow'ard  the  coaft  of  earth  beneath, 
Down  from  th'  ecliptic,  fped  with  hop'd  fuccefs,    740 
Throws  his  fteep  flight  in  many  an  aery  wheel. 
Nor  ftay'd,  till  on  Niphates'  top  he  lights. 

THE     END     OF     THE    THIRD     BOOK. 
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Satan  now  in  profpcfl  of  Eden,  and  nigh  the  place 
where  he  mull  now  attempt  the  bold  enterprife  which 
he  undertook  alone  againll:  God  and  Man,  falls  into 
many  doubts  with  himfelf,  and  many  paflions,  fear, 
envy,  and  defpair ;  but  at  length  confirms  himfelf  in 
evil,  journeys  on  to  Paradife,  whofe  outward  profpeft 
and  fituation  is  defcribed,  overleaps  the  bounds,  fits 
in  the  fhape  of  a  cormorant  on  the  tree  of  life,  as 
highefl  in  the  garden,  to  look  about  him.  The  gar- 
den defcrib'd ;  Satan's  firll  fight  of  Adam  and  Eve ; 
his  wonder  at  their  excellent  form  and  happy  ilate, 
but  with  refolution  to  work  their  fall;  overhears 
their  difcourfe,  thence  gathers  that  the  tree  of  know- 
ledge was  forbidden  them  to  eat  of,  under  penalty  of 
death ;  and  thereon  intends  to  found  his  temptation 
by  feducing  tiiem  to  tranfgrefs :  then  leaves  them  a 
while,  to  know  farther  of  their  ftate  by  fome  other 
means.  Mean  while  Uriel  dcfcending  on  a  funbeam 
warns  Gabriel^  who  had  in  ciiarge  the  gate  of  Para- 
dife, that  fome  evil  Spirit  had  efcap'd  the  deep,  and 
pafs'd  at  noon  by  his  fphere  in  the  Ihape  of  a  good 
Angel  down  to  Paradife,  difcovered  after  by  his  fu- 
rious gellures  in  the  mount.  Gabriel  promifes  to  find 
him  ere  morning.  Night  coming  on,  Adam  and  Eve 
difcourfe  of  going  to  their  rell:  their  bower  de- 
fcrib'd; their  evening  worfhip.  Gabriel  drawing  forth 
his  bands  of  night-watch  to  walk  the  round  of  Para- 
dife, appoints  two  llrong  Angels  to  Adam's  bower, 
left  the  evil  Spirit  lliould  be  there  doing  fome  harrn 
to  Adam  or  Eve  lleeping  ;  there  they  find  him  at  the 
ear  of  Eve,  tempting  her  in  a  dream,  and  bring  him, 
though  unwilling,  to  Gabriel;  by  whom  queltion'd, 
he  fcornfully  anfvvers,  prepares  refiilance,  but  hin- 
der'd  by  a  iign  from  Heaven,  flies  out  of  Paradife. 
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OFor  that  warning  voice,  which  he  who  faw 
Th*  Apocalyps  heard  cry  in  Heav'n  aloud. 
Then  when  the  Dragon,  put  to  fecond  rout. 
Came  furious  down  to  be  reveng'd  on  men, 
ip^ce  to  th^  inhabitants  on  earth  !  that  now,  5 

While  time  was,  our  firll  parents  had  been  warn'd 
The  coming  of  their  fecret  foe,  and  fcap'd. 
Haply  fo  fcap'd  his  mortal  fnare :  for  now 
Satan,  now  firft  inflam'd  with  rage,  came  down. 
The  tempter  ere  th'  accufer  of  mankind,  la 

To  wreck  on  iimocent  frail  man  his  lofs 
Of  that  firft  battel,  and  his  flight  to  Hell : 
Yet  not  rejoicing  in  his  fpeed,  though  bold 
Far  off  and  fearlefs,  nor  with  caufe  to  boall, 
•Begins  his  dire  attempt,  which  nigh  the  birth  15 

Now  rolling  boils  in  his  tumultuous  breafl. 
And  like  a  devilifh  engin  back  recoils 
Upon  himfelf ;  horror  and  doubt  diftraiSt 
His  troubled  thoughts,  and  from  the  bottom  IHr 
The  Hell  within  him ;  for  within  him  Hell  20 

He  brings,  and  round  about  him,  nor  from  Hell 
One  flep  no  more  than  from  himfelf  can  fly 

H  3  By 
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By  change  of  place  :  now  confcience  wakes  defpair 
That  flamber'd,  wakes  the  bitter  memory 
Of  what  he  was,  what  is,  and  what  muft  be  25 

Worfe ;  of  worfe  deeds  worfe  fufFerings  muH  enfae. 
Sometimes  tow'ards  Eden,  which  now  in  his  view 
Lay  pleafant,  his  griev'd  look  he  fixes  fad  ; 
Sometimes  tow'ards  Heav'n  and  the  fuli-blazlng  fun. 
Which  now  fat  high  in  his  meridian  tower  :  30 

Then  much  revolving,  thus  in  fighs  began. 

O  thou  that  with  furpaffing  glory  crown'd. 
Look 'ft  from  thy  fole  dominion  like  the  God 
Of  this  new  world  j  at  whofe  fight  all  the  ftar^ 
Hide  their  diminifh'd  heads ;  to  thee  I  call,  3  5 

But  with  no  friendly  voice,  and  add  thy  name 

0  Sun,  to  tell  thee  how  I  hate  thy  beams. 
That  bring  to  my  remembrance  from  what  Hate 

1  fell,  how  glorious  once  above  thy  fphere ; 

Till  pride  and  worfe  ambition  threw  me  down         ^40 

Warring  in  Heav'n  againft  Heav'n's  matchlefs  king: 

Ah  wherefore  1  he  deferv'd  no  fuch  return 

From  me,  whom  he  created  what  I  was 

In  that  bright  eminence,  and  with  his  good 

Upbraided  none  ;  nor  was  his  fervice  hard.  4- 

What  could  be  lefs  than  to  afford  him  praife. 

The  eafieft  recompenlc,  and  pay  him  thanks. 

How  due  !  yet  all  his  good  prov'd  ill  in  me. 

And  wrought  but  malice  ;  lifted  up  fo  high 

I  fdeind  fubjeftion,  and  thought  one  ftep  higher        50 

V/ould  fet  me  hig'heft,  and  in  a  moment  quit 

The  debt  immenle  of  endlefs  gratitude. 

So 
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So  burdenfome  flill  paying,  fHll  to  owe. 

Forgetful  what  from  him  I  IHll  received. 

And  underilood  not  that  a  grateful  mind  55 

By  owing  owes  not,  but  ftill  pays,  at  once 

Indebted  and  difcharg'd ;  what  burden  then  ? 

O  had  his  pow'rful  deiliny  ordain'd 

Me  fome  inferior  Angel,  I  had  flood 

Then  happy ;  no  unbounded  hope  had  raised  60 

Ambition.     Yet  why  not  ?  fome  other  Power 

As  great  might  have  afpir'd,  and  me  though  mean 

Drawn  to  his  part ;  but  other  Pow'rs  as  great 

Fell  not,  but  Hand  unlhaken,  from  within 

Or  from  without,  to  all  temptations  arm'd.  65 

Hadll:  thou  the  fame  free  will  and  pow'r  to  ftand  ? 

Thou  hadll :  whom  hail  thou  then  or  what  t'  accufe. 

But  Heav'n's  free  love  dealt  equally  to  all  ? 

Be  then  his  love  accurs'd,  fince  love  or  hate. 

To  me  alike,  it  deals  eternal  woe.  70 

Nay  curs'd  be  thou;  fmce  againft  his  thy  will 

Chofe  freely  v/hat  it  now  fo  jullly  rues. 

Me  miferable  1  v/hich  way  fhall  I  fly 

Infinite  wrath,  and  infinite  defpair  ? 

Which  way  I  fly  is  Hell ;  myfelf  am  Hell ;  75 

And  in  the  lowefl  deep  a  lower  deep 

Still  threatning  to  devour  me  opens  wide. 

To  which  the  Hell  1  fufFer  feems  a  Heaven. 

O  then  at  lafl  relent :  is  there  no  place 

Left  for  repentance,  none  for  pardon  left  ?  80 

None  left  but  by  fubmiffion  ;  and  that  word 

Difdain  forbids  me,  and  my  dread  of  fharae 

H  4  Among 
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Among  the  Spi'rits  beneath,  whom  I  feduc'd 

With  other  promifes  and  other  vaunts 

Than  to  lubmit,  boafting  I  could  fubdue  85 

Th'  Omnipotent.     Ay  me,  they  little  know 

How  dearly  I  abide  that  boafl  fo  vain. 

Under  what  torments  inwardly  I  groan. 

While  they  adore  me  on  the  throne  of  Hell. 

With  diadem  and  fceptcr  high  advanc'd,  93 

The  lower  Hill  I  fall,  only  fupreme 

In  mifery  j  fuch  joy  ambition  finds. 

But  fay  I  could  lepent,  and  could  obtain 

By  aft  of  grace  my  former  ilate ;  how  foon 

Would  highth  recall  high  thoughts,  how  foon  unfay 

What  feign'd  fubmiffion  fwore  ?  eafe  would  recant 

Vows  made  in  pain,  as  violent  and  void. 

For  never  can  true  reconcilement  grow. 

Where  wounds  of  deadly  hate  have  pierc'd  fo  deep  : 

Which  would  but  lead  me  to  a  worfe  relapfe  100 

And  heavier  fall :  fo  fhould  I  purchafe  dear 

Short  intermiffion  bought  with  double  fmart. 

This  knows  my  punifher ;  therefore  as  far 

From  granting  he,  as  I  from  begging  peace : 

All  hope  excluded  thus,  behold  in  Head  105 

Of  us  out-caft,  exil'd,  his  new  delight. 

Mankind  created,  and  for  him  this  world.    - 

So  farewel  hope,  and  with  hope  farewel  fear, 

Farewel  remorfe  :  ail  good  to  me  is  loft; 

Evil  be  thou  my  good  j  by  thee  at  leaft  1 10 

Divided  empire  with  Heav'n's  king  I  hold. 

By  thee,  and  more  than  half  perhaps  will  reign ; 

As 
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As  Man  ere  long,  and  this  new  world  ihall  know. 

Thus  while  he  fpake,  each  paflion  dimm'd  his  face; 
Thrice  chang'd  with  pale,  ire,  envy,  and  defpair ;  11  c 
Which  marr'd  his  borrow 'd  vifage,  and  betray 'd 
Him  counterfeit,  if  any  eye  beheld. 
For  heav'nly  minds  from  fuch  diilempers  foal 
Are  ever  clear.     Whereof  he  focn  aware. 
Each  perturbation  fmooth'd  with  outward  calm,      1 20 
Artificer  of  fraud ;  and  was  the  firil 
That  praclis'd  fallhood  under  faintly  Ihow, 
Deep  malice  to  conceal,  couch'd  with  revenge  : 
Yet  not  enough  had  pradlis'd  to  deceive 
Uriel  once  warn'd ;  whofe  eye  purfued  him  down   1 25 
The  way  he  went,  and  on  th'  AiTyrian  mount 
Saw  him  disfigur'd,  more  than  could  befall 
Spirit  of  happy  fort :  his  geftures  fierce 
He  mark'd  and  mad  demeanour,  then  alone. 
As  he  fuppos'd,  all  unobferv'd,  unfeen.  i^o 

So  on  he  fares,  and  to  the  border  comes 
Of  Eden,  where  delicious  Paradife, 
Now  nearer,  crowns  with  her  inclofure  green. 
As  with  a  rural  mound,  the  champaign  head 
Of  a  fteep  wildernefs,  whofe  hairy  fides  135 

With  thicket  overgrown,  grotefque  and  wild, 
Accefs  deny'd;  and  over  head  up  grew 
Infuperable  highth  of  loftieil  ihade. 
Cedar,  and  pine,  and  fir,  and  branching  palm, 
A  lylvan  fcene,  and  as  the  ranks  aicend  1^0 

Shade  above  (hade,  a  wood/  theatre 
Of  ilatelieil  view.     Yet  higher  than  their  to;>s 

The 
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The  verd'rous  wall  of  Paradife  up  fprung  : 
Which  to  our  general  fire  gave  profpeft  large 
Into  his  nether  empire  neighb'ring  round.  145 

And  higher  than  that  wall  a  circling  row 
Of  goodlieft  trees  loaden  with  faireft  fruit, 
Bloffoms  and  fruits  at  once  of  golden  hue. 
Appeared,  with  gay  enamel'd  colors  mix'd : 
On  which  the  fun  more  glad  imprefs'd  his  beams    150 
Than  in  fair  evening  cloud,  or  humid  bow, 
When  God  hath  fhow'r'd  the  earth;  fo  lovely  feem'd 
That  landficip  ;  And  of  pure  now  purer  air 
Meets  his  approach,  and  to  the  heart  infpires 
Vernal  delight  and  joy,  able  to  drive  155 

All  fadnefs  but  defpair  :  now  gentle  gales 
Fanning  their  odoriferous  wings  difpenfe 
Native  perfumes,  and  whifper  whence  they  flole 
Thofe  balmy  fpoils.     As  when  to  them  who  fail 
Beyond  the  Cape  of  Hope,  and  nov/  are  paft  160 

Mozambic,  off  at  fea  north-eaft  winds  blow 
Sabean  odors  from  the  fpicy  Ihore 
Of  Araby  the  blefi ;  with  fuch  delay 
Well  pleas'd  they  flack  their  courfe,  and  many  a  league 
Chear'd  with  the  grateful  fmell  old  Ocean  fmiles :  165 
So  entertain' d  thofe  odorous  fweets  the  Fiend 
Who  came  their  bane,  though  with  them  better  pleas'd 
Than  Afmodeus  with  the  fifliy  fume 
That  drove  him,  though  enamour'd,  from  the  fpoufe 
Of  Tobit's  f:>n,  a^id with  a  vengeance  fent  170 

From  Media  poll  to  Egypt,  there  fail  bound. 
Now  to  th'  afcent  of  that  lleep  favage  hill 

Satan 
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Satan  had  journey 'd  on,  penfive  and  flow; 
But  further  way  found  none,  fo  thick  intwin'd. 
As  one  continued  brake,  the  undergrowth  175 

Of  ftirubs  and  tangling  bulhes  had  perplex'd 
All  path  of  man  or  bead  that  pafs'd  that  way: 
One  gate  there  only  was,  and  that  look 'd  eail 
On  th'  othar  fide :  which  when  th'  arcli-felon  faw. 
Due  entrance  he  difdain'd,  and  in  contempt,  1 80 

At  one  flight  bound  high  over  leap'd  all  bound 
Of  hill  or  highefl  wall,  and  flieer  within 
Lights  on  liis  feet.     As  when  a  prowling  wolf^ 
Whom  hunger  drives  to  feek  new  haunt  for  prey. 
Watching  where  fliepherds  pen  their  flocks  at  eve  18^ 
In  hurdled  cotes  amid  the  field  fecure. 
Leaps  o'er  the  fence  with  eafe  into  the  fold  : 
Or  as  a  thief  bent  to  unhord  the  cafli 
Of  fome  rich  burgher,  whofe  fubfl:antial  doors, 
Crofs-barr'd  and  bolted  fall,  fear  no  aflault,  190 

In  at  the  wdndov/  climbs,  or  o*er  the  tiles  : 
So  clomb  this  firfl:  grand  thief  into  God's  fold; 
So  fmce  into  his  church  lewd  hirelings  climb. 
-Thence  up  he  flew,  and  on  the  tree  of  life. 
The  middle  tree  and  higheil  there  that  grew,  195 

Sat  like  a  cormorant ;  yet  i\ot  true  life 
Thereby  regain'd,  but  fat  devifmg  death 
To  them  who  liv'd;  nor  on  the  virtue  thouo^ht 
Of  that  life-giving  plant,  but  only  us'd 
For  prcfpecl,  what  well  us'd  had  been  the  pledge   2CO 
Of  immcriality.     So  little  knows 
Any,  but  God  alone,  to  value  right 

The 
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The  good  before  him,  but  perverts  beft  things 

To  worft  abufe,  or  to  their  meaneft  ufe. 

Beneath  him  v/ith  new  wonder  now  he  views  205 

To  all  delight  of  human  fenfe  expos 'd 

In  narrow  room  Nature's  whole  wealth,  yea  more, 

A  Heav'n  on  Earth  :  for  blifsfiil  Paradife 

Of  God  the  garden  was,  by  him  in  th*  ealt 

Of  Eden  planted;  Eden  ftretch'd  her  line  210 

From  Auran  eaftward  to  the  royal  towers 

Of  great  Seleucia,  built  by  Grecian  kings. 

Or  where  the  Tons  of  Eden  long  before 

Dwelt  in  Telaffar :  in  this  pleafant  foil 

iiis  far  more  pleafant  garden  God  ordain'd ;  215 

Out  of  the  fertil  ground  he  caus'd  to  grow 

All  trees  of  noblell  kind  for  fight,  fmeil,  tafte ; 

And  all  amid  them  flood  the  tree  of  life. 

High  eminent,  blooming  ambrofial  fruit 

Of  vegetable  gold;  and  next  to  life,  22c 

Our  death  the  tree  of  knowledge  grew  fail  by. 

Knowledge  of  good  bought  dear  by  knowing  ill* 

iJouthward  through  Eden  went  a  river  large. 

Nor  chang'd  his  courfe,  but  through  the  ihaggy  hill 

Pafs'd  underneath  ingulf 'd;  for  God  had  thrown  225 

That  mountain  as  his  garden  mound  high  rais'd 

Upon  the  rapid  current,  which  through  veins 

Of  porous  earth  with  kindly  thirft  up  drawn, 

Rofe  a  frefh  fountain,  and  with  many  a  rill 

Water'd  the  garden;  thence  united  fell  230 

Down  the  fteep  glade,  and  met  the  nether  flood. 

Which  from  his  darkfome  pafTage  nov/  appears, 

And 
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And  now  divided  into  four  main  ftreams, 

Pvuns  diverfe,  wand'ring  many  a  famous  realm 

And  country,  whereof  here  needs  no  account ;        235 

But  rather  to  tell  how,  if  Art  could  tell. 

How  from  that  faphir  fount  the  crifped  brooks. 

Rolling  on  orient  pearl  and  fands  of  gold. 

With  mazy  error  under  pendent  Ihades 

Kan  nedlar,  vifiting  each  plant,  and  fed  240 

Flow'rs,  worthy'  of  Paradife,  which  not  nice  Art 

In  beds  and  curious  knots,  but  Nature  boon 

Pour'd  forth  profufe  on  hill  and  dale  and  plain. 

Both  where  the  morning  fun  firft  warmly  fmote 

The  open  field,  and  where  the  unpierc'd  fhade       245 

Imbrcv/n'd  the  noontide  bow'rs :  Thus  was  this  place 

A  happy  rural  feat  of  various  view ; 

Groves  whofe  rich  trees  wept  odorous  gums  and  balm. 

Others  whofe  fruit  burnifh'd  with  golden  rind 

Hung  amiable,  Hefperian  fables  true,  250 

If  true,  here  only',  and  of  delicious  tafte  : 

Betwixt  them  lawns,  or  level  downs,  and  flocks 

Grazing  the  tender  herb,  were  interpos'd. 

Or  palmy  hilloc ;  or  the  flow'ry  lap 

Of  fome  irriguous  valley  fpread  her  ilore,  255 

Flow'rs  of  all  hue,  and  without  thorn  the  rofe : 

Another  fide,  umbrageous  grots  and  caves 

Of  cool  recefs,  o'er  which  the  mantling  vine 

Lays  forth  her  purple  grape,  and  gently  creeps 

Luxuriant;  mean  while  murm'ring  waters  fall        260 

Down  the  flope  hills,  difpers'd,  or  in  a  lake. 


That  to  the  fringed  bank  with  myrtle  crown'd 
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Her  cryflal  mirror  holds,  unite  their  ftreams. 

The  birds  their  quire  apply ;  airs,  vernal  airs. 

Breathing  the  fmell  of  field  and  grove,  attune         265 

The  trembling  leaves,  while  univerfal  Pan 

Knit  with  the  Graces  and  the  Hours  in  dance 

Led  on  th'  eternal  Tpring.     Not  that  fair  field 

Of  Enna,  where  Proferpin  gathering  flowers, 

Herfelf  a  fairer  flovv'r,  by  gloomy  Dis  270 

Was  gathered,  which  coft  Ceres  all  that  pain 

To  feek  her  through  the  world ;  nor  that  fweet  grove 

Of  Daphne  by  Orontes,  and  th'  infpir'd 

Caftalian  fpring,  might  with  this  Paradife 

Of  Eden  ftrive;  nor  that  Nyfeian  ile  275 

Girt  with  the  river  Triton,  v/here  old  Cham, 

Whom  Gentiles  Ammon  call  and  Libyan  Jove, 

Hid  Amalthea  and  her  florid  fon 

Young  Bacchus  from  his  ftepdame  Rhea's  eye ; 

"Nor  where  Abaffin  kings  their  ilTue  guard,  280 

Mount  Amara,  though  this  by  fome  fuppos'd 

True  Paradife,  under  the  Ethiop  line 

By  Nilus  head,  inclos'd  with  ihining  rock, 

A  whole  day's  journey  high,  but  wide  remote 

From  this  AiTyrian  garden,  where  the  Fiend  285 

Saw  undelighted  all  delight,  all  kind 

Of  living  creatures  new  to  fight  and  ftrange. 

Two  of  far  nobler  Ihape  ered  and  tall. 

Godlike  erect,  with  native  honor  clad. 

In  naked  majefty  feem'd  lords  of  all,  290 

And  worthy  feem'd;  for  in  their  looks  divine. 

The  image  of  their  glorious  Maker  flione. 

Truth, 
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Truth,  wlfdom,  fanclitude  fevere  and  pure, 

(Severe  but  in  true  filial  freedom  plac'd) 

Whence  true  authority  in  men;  though  both  295 

Not  equal,  as  their  fex  not  equal  feem'd; 

For  contemplation  he  and  valor  form'd. 

For  foftnefs  fne  and  fweet  attractive  grace. 

He  for  God  only,  (he  for  God  in  him  : 

His  fair  large  front  and  eye  fublime  declar'd  300 

Abfolute  rule ;  and  hyacinthin  locks 

Round  from  his  parted  forelock  manly  hung 

Cluftring,  but  not  beneath  hi?  fhoulders  broad : 

She  as  a  veil  down  to  the  flender  wade 

Her  unadorned  golden  trefles  wore  30c 

Difhevel'd,  but  in  wanton  ringlets  wav'd 

As  the  vine  curls  her  tendrils,  which  imply'd 

Subjeftion,  but  requir'd  with  gentle  fway. 

And  by  her  yielded,  by  him  befc  receiv'd. 

Yielded  with  coy  fubmiffion,  modeft  pride,  310 

And  f.veet  reludlant  amorous  delay. 

Nor  thofe  myflerious  parts  were  then  conceal'd. 

Then  was  not  guilty  Ihame,  difhoneft  fhame 

Of  nature's  works,  honor  diihonorable. 

Sin-bred,  how  have  ye  troubled  all  mankind  315 

With  Ihows  inftead,  mere  Ihows  of  feeming  pure. 

And  banilh'd  from  man's  life  his  happieft  life. 

Simplicity  and  fpotlefs  innocence  1 

So  pafs'd  they  naked  on,  nor  fhunn'd  the  fight 

Of  God  or  Angel,  for  they  thought  no  ill :  320 

So  hand  in  hand  they  pafs'd,  the  lovelicil  pair 

That  ever  fmce  in  love's  embraces  met ; 

4  Adam 
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Adam  the  goodliefl  man  of  men  fmce  born 

His  Tons,  the  faireft  of  her  daughters  Eve. 

Under  a  tuft  of  Ihade  that  on  a  green  325 

Stood  whifp'ring  foft,  by  a  freih  fountain  fide 

They  fat  them  down  ;  and  after  no  more  toil 

Of  their  fweet  gard'ning  labor  than  fuffic'd 

To  recommend  cool  Zephyr,  and  made  eafe 

More  eafy,  wholfome  thirft  and  appetite  330 

More  grateful,  to  their  fupper  fruits  they  fell, 

Neftarin  fruits  which  the  compliant  boughs 

Yielded  them,  fide-long  as  they  fat  recline 

On  the  foft  downy  bank  damaik'd  with  flowers : 

The  favory  pulp  tliey  chew,  and  in  the  rind  335 

Still  as  they  thirfted  fcoop  the  brimming  ftream ; 

Nor  gentle  purpofe,  nor  endearing  fmiles 

Wanted,  nor  youthful  dalliance  as  befeems 

Fair  couple,  link'd  in  happy  nuptial  league. 

Alone  as  they.     About  them  friiklng  play'd  340 

All  beafts  of  th'  earth,  fmce  wild,  and  of  all  chafe 

In  wood  or  wildernefs,  foreft  or  den  ; 

Sporting  the  lion  ramp'd,  and  in  his  paw 

Dandled  the  kid ;  bears,  tigers,  ounces,  pards. 

Gambol 'd  before  them  ;  th'  unwieldy  elephant       345 

To  make  them  mirth  us'd  all  his  might,  and  wreath'd 

His  lithe  probofcis ;  clofe  the  ferpent  fly 

Insinuating,  wove  with  Gordian  twine 

His  breaded  train,  and  of  his  fatal  guile  ' 

Gave  proof  unheeded ;  others  on  the  grafs  350 

Couch'd,  and  now  fiU'd  with  pafture  gazing  fat. 

Or  bedward  ruminating  ;  for  the  fun 

Declined 
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Declin'd  was  hading  now  with  prone  carreer 

To  th'  ocean  iles,  and  in  th'  afcending  fcale 

Of  Heav'n  the  ftars  that  ulher  evening  rofe  :  355 

When  Satan  ftill  in  gaze,  as  firft  he  ftood,    . 

Scarce  thus  at  length  fail'd  fpeech  rccover'd  Tad. 

O  Hell  !  what  do  mine  eyes  with  grief  behold  ! 
Into  our  room  of  blifs  thus  high  advanc'd 
Creatures  of  other  mold,  earth-born  perhaps*  36c 

Not  Spirit.s  yet  to  heav'nly  fpirits  bright 
Little  inferior;  whom  my  thoughts  purfue 
With  wonder,  and  could  love,  fo  lively  Ihines 
In  them  divine  refemblance,  and  fuch  grace 
The  hand  that  form'd  them  on  their  fhape  hath  pour'd. 
Ah  gentle  pair,  ye  little  think  how  nigh 
Your  change  approaches,  when  all  thefe  delights 
Will  vanilh  and  deliver  ye  to  woe. 
More  woe,  the  more  your  taile  is  now  of  joy; 
Happy,  but  for  fo  happy  ill  fecur'd  3 70 

Long  to  continue,  and  this  high  feat  your  Heaven 
111  fenc'd  for  Heav'n  to  keep  out  fuch  a  foe 
As  now  is  enter'd;  yet  no  purpos'd  foe 
To  you,  whom  I  could  pity  thus  forlorn. 
Though  1  unpitied  :  League  with  you  I  feek,         375 
And  mutual  amity  fo  ftrait,  fo  clofe. 
That  I  with  you  muft  dwell,  or  you  with  me 
Henceforth;  my  dwelhng  haply  may  not  pleafe. 
Like  this  fair  Paradife,  your  fenfe,  yet  fuch 
Accept  your  Maker's  work;  he  gave  it  me,  380 

Which  I  as  freely  give;  Hell  (hall  unfold. 
To  entertain  you  two,  her  v/ideft  gates. 

Vol,  X.  I  And 
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And  fend "forth  all  her  kings ;  there  will  be  room,  • 

Not  like  thefe  narrow  limits,  to  receive 

Your  numerous  offspring ;  if  no  better  place,  3^^ 

Thank  him  who  puts  me  loath  to  this  revenge 

On  you  who  wrong  me  not  for  him  who  wrong 'd. 

And  Ihould  I  at  your  harmlefs  innocence 

Melt,  as  I  do,  yet  public  reafon  juft. 

Honor  and  empire  with  revenge  inlarg'd,  3 90 

By  conqu'ring  this  new  world,  compels  me  now 

To  do  what  elfe  though  damn'd  I  fhould  abhor. 

So  fpake  the  Fiend,  and  with  necefTity, 
The  tyrant's  plea,  excus'd  his  devililh  deeds. 
Then  from  his  lofty  ll:and  on  that  high  tree  395 

Down  he  alights  among  the  fportful  herd 
Of  thofe  four-footed  kinds,  himfelf  now  one. 
Now  other,  as  their  Ihape  ferv'd  bell  his  end 
Nearer  to  view  his  prey,  and  urtefpy'd 
To  mark  what  of  their  ftate  he  more  might  learn  400 
By  word  or  adlion  mark'd  :  about  them  round 
A  lion  now  he  llalks  with  fiery  glare ; 
Then  as  a  tiger,  v^ho  by  chance  hath  fpy'd 
In  fome  purlieu  two  gentle  fawns  at  play, 
Strait  couches  clofe,  then  rifmg  changes  oft  405 

His  couchant  watch,  as  one  who  chofe  his  ground. 
Whence  rufhing  he  might  fureft  feife  them  both 
Grip'd  in  each  paw:  when  Adam  firft  of  men 
To  firfl  of  women  Eve  thus  moving  fpeech, 
T^rn'd  him  all  ear  to  hear  new  utterance  flow.      410 

Sole  partner,  and  fole  part,  of  all  thefe  joys. 
Dearer  thyfelf  than  all ;  needs  muft  the  Power 

That 
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That  made  us,  and  for  us  this  ample  world. 

Be  infinitely  good,  and  of  his  good 

As  liberal  and  free  as  infinice  ;  415 

That  rais'd  us  from  the  dufl  and  plac'd  us  here 

In  all  this  happinefs,  who  at  his  iiand 

Have  nothing  merited,  nor  can  perform 

Ought  whereof  he  hath  need,  he  who  requires 

From  us  no  other  fervice  than  to  keep  420 

This  one,  this  eafy  charge,  of  all  the  trees 

In  Paradife  that  bear  delicious  fruit 

So  various,  not  to  tafte  that  only  tree 

Of  knowledge,  planted  by  the  tree  of  life  ; 

So  near  grows  death  to  life,  whate'er  death  is,       425 

Some  dreadful  thing  no  doubt ;  for  well  thou  knovv'ft 

God  hath  pronounc'd  it  death  to  tafte  that  tree. 

The  only  fign  of  our  obedience  left 

Among  fo  many  figns  of  pov/'r  and  rule 

Conferred  upon  us,  and  dominion  given  430 

Over  all  other  creatures  that  pofTefs 

Earth,  air,  and  fea.     Then  let  us  not  thlnl:  hard 

One  eafy  prohibition,  who  enjoy 

Free  leave  fo  large  to  all  things  elfe,  and  choice 

UnUmited  of  manifold  delights :  4j^ 

But  let  us  ever  praife  him.,  and  extol 

His  bounty,  following  our  delightful  tafic 

To  prune  thefe  growing  plants,  and  tend  thefe  fiowers. 

Which  were  it  toilfome,  yet  with  thee  were  fv,eet. 

To  whom  thus  Eve  reply'd.  O  thou  for  whom  44;:^ 
And  from  whom  I  was  form'd  fleih  of  thy  fielh. 
And  without  whom  am  to  no  end,  mv  guicie 

I  z         '  And 
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And  head,  what  thou  haft  faid  is  juft  and  right. 

For  we  to  him  indeed  all  praifes  owe. 

And  daily  thanks ;  I  chiefly  who  enjoy  44.5 

So  far  the  happier  lot,  enjoying  thee 

Praeeminent  by  fo  much  odds,  while  thou 

Like  confort  to  thyfelf  canft  no  where  find. 

That  day  I  oft  remember,  when  from  fleep 

I  firft  awak'd,  and  found  myfelf  repos'd  450 

Under  a  ihade  on  flow'rs,  much  wond'ring  where 

And  what  I  was,  whence  thither  brought  and  how. 

Not  diftant  far  from  thence  a  murm'ring  found 

Of  waters  iffued  from  a  cave,  and  fpread 

Into  a  liquid  plain,  then  ftood  unmoved  4^5 

Pure  as  th'  expanfe  of  Heav'n;  I  thither  went 

With  unexperienc'd  thought,  and  laid  me  down 

On  the  green  bank,  to  look  into  the  clear 

Smooth  lake,  that  to  me  feem'd  another  fky. 

As  I  bent  down  to  look,  juft  oppofite  460 

A  fhape  within  the  watry  gleam  appear'd. 

Bending  to  look  on  me :  I  ftarted  back. 

It  ftarted  back;  but  pleas'd  I  foon  return'd; 

Pleas 'd  it  return'd  as  foon  with  anfw'ring  looks 

Of  fympathy  and  love  :  there  I  had  fix'd  465 

Mine  eyes  till  now,  and  pin'd  with  vain  defire. 

Had  not  a  voice  thus  warn'd  me.  What  thou  feeft. 

What  there  thou  feeft,  fair  Creature,  is  thyfelf; 

With  thee  it  came^^nd  goes :  but  follow  me. 

And  I  will  bring  thee  where  no  ftiadow  ftays  470 

Thy  coming,  and  thy  foft  embraces,  he 

Whofe  image  thou  art ;  him  thou  ftiaU  enjoy 

Infeparably 
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Infeparably  thine,  to  him  fhalt  bear 

Multitudes  like  thyfelf,  and  thence  be  call'd 

Mother  of  human  race.     What  could  I  do,  475 

But  follow  llrait,  invifibly  thus  led  ? 

Till  I  efpy'd  thee,  fair  indeed  and  tall. 

Under  a  platan;  yet  methought  lefs  fair, 

Lefs  winning  foft,  lefs  amiably  mild. 

Than  that  fmooth  watry  image:  back  I  turn'd;     4S0 

Thou  following  cry'dft  aloud.  Return  fair  Eve, 

Whom  fly'ft  thou  ?  whom  thou  fly'ft,  of  him  thou  art, 

His  flefh,  his  bone;  to  give  thee  be'ing  I  lent 

Out  of  my  fide  to  thee,  neareft  my  heart 

Subftantial  life,  to  have  thee  by  my  fide  485 

Henceforth  an  individual  folace  dear ; 

Part  of  my  foul  I  feek  thee,  and  thee  dame 

My  other  half.    With  that  thy  gentle  hand 

Seis'd  mine;  I  yielded,  and  from  that  time  fee 

How  beauty  is  excell'd  by  manly  grace  490 

And  wifdom,  which  alone  is  truly  fair. 

So  fpake  our  general  mother,  and  with  eyes 
Of  conjugal  attraction  unreprov'd. 
And  meek  furrender,  half  embracing  lean'd 
On  our  firft  father ;  half  her  fvveUing  breafl  49^ 

Naked  met  his  under  the  flowing  gold 
Of  her  loofe  treffes  hid:  he  in  delight 
Both  of  her  beauty  and  fubmiffive  charms 
Smil'd  with  fuperior  love,  as  Jupiter 
On  Juno  fmiles,  when  he  impregns  the  clouds         500 
That  (hed  May  flow'rs;  and  prefs'd  her  matron  lip 
With  kiffes  pure :  afide  the  Devil  turn'd 

I  3  For 
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For  envy,  yet  with  jealous  leer  malign 

Ey'd  them  afkance,  and  to  himfelf  thus  plain'd. 

Sight  hateful,  fight  tormenting  !  tlius  thefe  two  505 
Imparadis'd  in  one  another's  arms. 
The  happier  Eden,  fnall  enjoy  their  fill 
Of  blifs  on  blifs ;  while  I  to  Hell  am  thruft. 
Where  neither  joy  nor  love,  but  fierce  defire. 
Among  our  other  torments  not  the  leaft,  510 

Still  unfulfill'd  with  pain  of  longing  pines. 
Yet  let  me  not  forget  what  I  have  gain'd 
From  their  own  mouths :  all  is  not  theirs  it  feems ; 
One  fatal  tree  there  ftands  of  knowledge  call'd. 
Forbidden  them  to  tafte :  Knowledge  forbidden?    515 
Sufpicious,  reafonlefs.  Why  fhould  their  Lord 
Envy  them  that  ?  can  it  be  fm  to  know  ? 
Can  it  be  death  ?  and  do  they  only  (land 
By  ignorance  r  is  that  their  happy  Hate, 
The  proof  of  their  obedience  and  their  faith  ?         520 
O  fair  foundation  laid  whereon  to  build 
Their  ruin  !  Hence  I  will  excite  their  minds 
With  more  defire  to  know,  and  to  rejed 
Envious  commands,  invented  with  defign 
To  keep  them  low  whom  knowledge  might  exalt  525 
Equal  with  Gods:  afpiring  to  be  fuch 
They  tafle  and  die ;  what  likelier  can  enfue  ? 
But  firil  with  narrow  fearch  I  muft  walk  round 
This  garden,  and  no  corner  leave  unfpy'd  ; 
A  chance  but  chance  may  lead  where  J  may  meet  C30 
Some  wand'ring  Spi'rit  of  Heav'n  by  fountain  fide. 
Or  in  thick  ihade  retir'd,  from  him  to  draw 

What 
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What  further  would  be  learn'd.    Live  while  you  may. 

Yet  happy  pair  ;  enjoy,  till  I  return. 

Short  pleafures,  for  long  woes  are  to  fucceed.         535 

So  faying,  his  proud  Itep  he  fcornful  turn'd. 
But  with  fly  circunifpeclion,  and  began  [roarn. 

Through  wood,  through  wafte,  o'er  hill,  o'er  dale,  his 
Mean  while  in  utmofl  longitude,  where  Heaven 
With  earth  and  ocean  meets,  the  fetting  fun  54.0 

Slowly  defcended,  and  with  right  afped 
Againil  the  eaftern  gate  of  Paradife 
Levell'd  his  evening  rays :  it  was  a  rock 
Of  alabafter,  pil'd  up  to  the  clouds, 
Confpicuous  far,  winding  with  one  afcent  545 

Accefllble  from  earth,  one  entrance  high ; 
The  reft  was  craggy  cliiF,  that  overhung 
Still  as  it  rofe,  impoflible  to  climb. 
Betwixt  thefe  rocky  pillars  Gabriel  fat. 
Chief  of  th'  angelic  guards,  awaiting  night ;  550 

About  him  exercis'd  heroic  games 
Th'  unarmed  youth  of  Heav'n,  but  nigh  at  hand 
Celeftial  armoury,  fliields,  helms,  and  fpears. 
Hung  high  with  diamond  flaming,  and  with  gold. 
Thither  came  Uriel,  gliding  through  the  even        555 
On  a  fun-beam,  fwift  as  a  fliooting  ftar 
In  autumn  thwarts  the  night,  when  vapors  fir'd 
Imprefs  the  air,  and  fliovvs  the  mariner 
From  what  point  of  this  compafs  to  beware 
Impetuous  winds:  he  thus  began  in  hafte.  560 

Gabriel,  to  thee  thy  courfe  by  lot  hath  given 
Charge  and  ftrict  watch,  that  to  this  happy  place 

I  4  No 
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No  evil  thing  approach  or  enter  in. 

This  day  at  liighth  of  noon  came  to  myfphere 

A  Spirit,  zealous,  as  he  feem'd,  to  know,  565 

More  of  th'  Almighty's  works,  and  chiefly  Man, 

God's  lateft  image  :  I  defcrib'd  his  way 

Bent  all  on  fpeed,  and  mark'd  his  aery  gate : 

But  in  the  mount  that  lies  from  Eden  north, 

Where  he  firft  lighted,  foon  difcern'd  his  looks       570 

Alien  from  Heav'n,  with  paflions  foul  obfcur'd : 

Mine  eye  purfued  him  Hill,  but  under  fliade 

Lofl  fight  of  him  :  one  of  the  banilh'd  crew, 

I  fear,  hath  ventur'd  from  the  deep,  to  raife 

Kew  troubles;  him  thy  care  mufl  be  to  find.  575 

To  whom  the  winged  warrior  thus  return'd. 
Uriel,  no  wonder  if  thy  perfect  fight. 
Amid  the  fun's  bright  circle  where  thou  fitft. 
See  far  and  wide :  in  at  this  gate  none  pafs 
The  vigilance  here  plac'd,  but  fuch  as  come  580 

Well  known  from  Heav'n ;  and  fmce  meridian  hour 
No  creature  thence  :  if  Spi'rit  of  other  fort. 
So  minded,  have  o'er-leap'd  thefe  earthy  bounds 
On  purpofe,  hard  thou  know'll;  it  to  exclude 
Spiritual  fubflance  with  corporeal  bar.  585 

But  if  within  the  circuit  of  thefe  walks. 
In  whatfoever  fliape  he  lurk,  of  whom 
Thou  teiril,  by  morrow  dawning  I  fliall  know. 

So  promised  he ;  and  Uriel  to  his  charge 
Return'd  on  that  bright  beam,  whofe  point  now  rais'd 
Bore  him  flope  downward  to  the  fun  now  fall'n 
Beneath  th'  Azores ;  whether  the  prime  orb. 

Incredible 
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Incredible  how  fwift,  had  thither  roll'd 

Diurnal,  or  this  lefs  volubil  earth. 

By  {horter  flight  to  th*  eaft,  had  left  him  there       595 

Arraying  with  refleded  purple'  and  gold 

The  clouds  that  on  his  weftern  throne  attend. 

Now  came  ftill  evening  on,  and  twilight  gray 

Had  in  her  ibber  livery  all  things  clad ; 

Silence  accompanied  j  for  beall  and  bird,  600 

They  to  their  graffy  couch,  thefe  to  their  nefls 

Were  flunk,  all  but  the  wakeful  nightingale ; 

She  all  night  long  her  amorous  defcant  fung ; 

Silence  was  pleasM :  now  glow'd  the  firmament 

With  living  faphirs :  Hefperus,  that  led  605 

The  ftarry  hoft,  rode  brighteft,  till  the  moon 

Riflng  in  clouded  majefly,  at  length 

Apparent  queen  unveil'd  her  peerlefs  light. 

And  o'er  the  dark  her  filver  mantle  threw. 

When  Adam  thus  to  Eve.     Fair  Confort,  th'  hour 
Of  night,  and  all  things  now  retir'd  to  refl: 
Mind  us  of  like  repofe,  fmce  God  hath  fet 
Labor  and  reft,  as  day  and  night  to  men 
Succeflive  ;  and  the  timely  dew  of  fleep 
l:io\v  falling  with  foft  flumbrous  weight  inclines      615 
Our  eye-Hds :  other  creatures  all  day  long 
Rove  idle  unemployed,  and  lefs  need  reft ; 
Man  hath  his  daily  work  of  body'  or  mind 
Appointed,  which  declares  his  dignity. 
And  the  regard  of  Heav'n  on  all  his  ways;  620 

While  other  animals  unaftive  range. 
And  of  their  doings  God  takes  no  account. 

To- 
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To-morrow  ere  frefh  morning  ftreak  the  eaft 
With  firft  approach  of  light,  we  mull  be  rifen. 
And  at  our  pleafant  labor,  to  reform  625 

Yon  flow'ry  arbors,  yonder  alleys  green. 
Our  walk  at  noon,  with  branches  overgrown. 
That  mock  our  fcant  manuring,  and  require 
More  hands  than  ours  to  lop  their  wanton  growth : 
Thofe  bloflbms  alfo,  and  thofe  dropping  gums,       630 
That  lie  beftrown  unfightly  and  unfmooth, 
Afk  riddance,  if  we  mean  to  tread  with  eafe ; 
Mean  while,  as  Nature  wills,  night  bids  us  refl. 

To  whom  thus  Eve,  with  perfed  beauty'  adorn'd. 
My  Author  and  Difpofer,  what  thou  bidft  635 

Unargued  I  obey ;  (o  God  ordains ; 
God  is  thy  law,  thou  mine  :  to  know  no  more 
Is  woman's  happieft  knowledge  and  her  praife. 
With  thee  converfmg  I  forget  all  time ; 
All  feafons  and  their  change,  all  pleafe  alike.  640 

Sweet  is  the  breath  of  mom,  her  rifmg  fweet. 
With  charm  of  earlieil  birds ;  pleafant  the  fun. 
When  lirft  on  this  delightful  land  he  fpreads 
His  orient  beams,  on  herb,  tree,  fruit,  and  flower, 
Glitt'ring  with  dew;  fragrant  the  fertil  earth         645 
After  foft  fhow'rs ;  and  hveet  the  coming  on 
Of  grateful  evening  m.ild  ;  then  filent  night 
With  this  her  folemn  bird,  and  this  fair  moon. 
And  thefe  the  gems  of  Heav'n,  her  liarry  train  : 
But  neither  breath  of  morn,  when  Ihe  afcends         650 
With  charm,  of  esrlieft  birds ;  nor  rifmg  fun 
On  this  delightful  land ;  nor  heib,  fruit,  flower, 

3  Glift'nng 
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Glifl'ring  with  dew ;  nor  fragrance  after  fhowers  : 

Nor  grat-cful  evening  mild ;  nor  filent  night 

With  this  her  folemn  bird,  nor  walk  by  moon,        655 

Or  glittering  ftar-light  without  thee  is  fweet. 

But  wherefore  all  night  long  (hine  thefe  ?  for  whom 

This  glorious  fight,  when  deep  hath  fhut  all  eyes  ? 

To  whom  our  general  anceftor  reply'd: 
Daughter  of  God  and  Man,  accomplifh'd  Eve,      6Gci, 
Thefe  }iave  their  courfe  to  finifh  round  the  earth. 
By  morrow  evening,  and  from  land  to  land 
In  order,  though  to  nations  yet  unborn, 
Miniilring  light  prepar'd,  they  fet  and  rife ; 
Left  total  darknefs  fhould  by  night  regain  665. 

Her  old  poffefTion,  and  extinguiih  life 
In  nature  and  all  things,  which  thefe  foft  fires 
Not  only'  inlighten,  but  with  kindly  heat 
Of  various  influence  foment  and  warm. 
Temper  or  nourifh,  or  in  part  ihed  down  670 

Their  fteilar  virtue  on  all  kinds  that  grow 
On  earth,  made  hereby  apter  to  receive 
Perfedlion  from  the  fun's  more  potent  ray. 
Thefe  then,  though  unbeheld  in  deep  of  night. 
Shine  not  in  vain ;  nor  think,  though  men  wci-e  none. 
That  Heav'n  would  want  fpedators,  God  want  praife: 
Millions  of  fpiritual  creatures  walk  the  earth 
Unfeen,  both  when  we  wake,  and  when  we  deep : 
All  thefe  with  ceafelefs  praife  his  works  behold 
Both  day  and  night :  how  often  from  the  fteep      680 
Of  echoing  hill  or  thicket  have  we  heard 
Celellial  voices  to  the  midnight  ?ir. 

Sole, 
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Sole,  or  refponfive  each  to  others  note, 

Singing  their  great  Creator  ?  oft  in  bands 

While  they  keep  watch,  or  nightly  rounding  walk  685 

With  heav'nly  touch  of  inftrumental  founds 

In  full  harmonic  number  join'd,  their  fongs 

Pivide  the  night,  and  lift  our  thoughts  to  Heaven. 

Thus  talking,  hand  in  hand  along  they  pafs'd 
On  to  their  blifsful  bow'r ;  it  was  a  place  690 

Chos'n  by  the  fovran  Planter,  when  he  fram'd 
Ail  things  to  Man's  delightful  ufe;  the  roof 
Of  thickefi  covert  was  inwoven  fhade 
Laurel  and  myrtle,  and  what  higher  grew 
Of  firm  and  fragrant  leaf;  on  either  fide  695 

Acanthus,  and  each  odorous  bufhy  Ihrub 
Fenc'd  up  the  verdant  wall ;  each  beauteous  flower. 
Iris  all  hues,  rofes,  and  jeflamin, 
Rear'd  high  their  flourilh'd  heads  between,  and  wrought 
Mofaic  ;  underfoot  the  violet,  700 

Crocus,  and  hyacinth,  with  rich  inlay 
Broider'd  the  ground,  more  color'd  than  with  Hone 
Of  coftlieft  emblem  :  other  creature  here, 
Beaft,  bird,  infedl,  or  worm,  durfi:  enter  none. 
Such  was  their  awe  of  Man.     In  Ihadier  bower      705 
More  facred  and  fequefter'd,  though  but  feign'd. 
Pan  or  Sylvanus  never  flept,  nor  Nymph, 
Nor  Faunus  haunted.     Here  in  clofe  recefs 
With  flowers,  garlands,  and  fweet-fmelling  herbs 
Efpoufed  Eve  deck'd  firft  her  nuptial  bed,  710 

And  heav'nly  quires  the  hymenzean  fung. 
What  day  the  genial  Angel  to  our  fire 

Brouglit 
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Brought  her  in  naked  beauty  more  adorn'd. 

More  lovely  than  Pandora,  whom  the  Gods 

Endovv'd  with  all  their  gifts,  and  O  too  like  715 

In  fad  event,  when  to  th'  unwifer  fon 

Of  Japhet  brought  by  Hermes,  (he  infnar'd 

Mankind  with  her  fair  looks,  to  be  aveng'd 

On  him  who  had  ftole  Jove's  authentic  fire. 

Thus  at  their  Ihady  lodge  arriv'd,  both  flood,     720 
Both  turn'd,  and  under  open  fky  ador'd 
The  God  that  made  both  fky,  air,  earth,  and  heaven. 
Which  they  beheld,  the  moon's  refplendent  globe. 
And  flarry  pole  :  Thou  alfo  mad'lT:  the  night. 
Maker  omnipotent,  and  thou  the  day,  725 

Which  we  in  our  appointed  work  employ 'd 
Have  finifh'd,  happy  in  our  mutual  help 
And  mutual  love,  the  crown  of  all  oar  blifs 
Ordain'd  by  thee,  and  this  delicious  place 
For  us  too  large,  where  thy  abundance  wants         730 
Partakers,  and  uncropt  falls  to  the  ground. 
But  thou  hafl  promis'd  from  us  two  a  race 
To  fill  the  earth,  who  fhall  with  us  extol 
Thy  goodnefs  infinite,  both  when  we  wake. 
And  when  we  feek,  as  now,  thy  gift  of  fleep.  735 

This  faid  unanimous,  and  other  rites 
Obferving  none,  but  adoration  pure 
Which  God  likes  befl,  into  their  inmoft  bower 
Handed  they  went;  and,  eas'd  the  putting  off 
Thefe  troublefome  difguifes  which  we  wear,  740 

Strait  fide  by  fide  were  laid ;  nor  turn'd  I  ween 
Adam  from  his  fair  fpoufe,  nor  Eve  the  rites 

Myfleriou* 
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Myfterloui  of  connubial  love  refus'd: 
Whatever  hypocrites  aufterely  talk 
Of  purity  and  place  and  innocence,  74^ 

Defaming  as  impure  what  God  declares 
Pure,  and  commands  to  fome,  leaves  free  to  all. 
Our  Maker  bids  increafe ;  who  bids  abftain 
But  our  Deftroyer,  foe  to  God  and  Man  ? 
Hail  wedded  Love,  myllerious  law,  true  fource       750 
Of  human  offspring,  fole  propriety 
In  Paradife  of  all  things  common  elfe. 
By  thee  adult'rous  lull  was  driv'n  from  men 
Among  the  bellial  herds  to  range  ;  by  thee 
founded  in  reafon,  loyal,  juft,  and  pure,  755 

Relations  dear,  and  all  the  charities 
Of  father,  fon,  and  brother,  firfl  were  known. 
Far  be'  it,  that  I  ihould  write  thee  fm  or  blame. 
Or  think  thee  unbefitting  holiefl  place, 
■Perpetual  fountain  of  domeftic  fweets  760 

Whofe  bed  is  undefil'd  and  chalie  pronounc'd, 
Prefent,  orpaft,  as  faints  and  patriarchs  us'd. 
Here  love  his  golden  fhafts  employs,  here  lights 
His  conftaiTt  lamp,  and  waves  his  purple  wings, 
■;Reigns  here  and  revels ;  not  in  the  bought  fmile    765 
Of  harlots,  lovelefs,  joylefs,  unindear'd, 
Cafual  fruition ;  nor  in  court  amours, 
Mix'd  dance,  or  wanton  mafk,  or  midnight  ball. 
Or  ferenate,  which  the  ftarv'd  lover  fmgs 
1-0  his  proud  fair,  befl  quitted  with  dildain.  77O 

Thefe  luli'd  by  nightingales  embracing  flept. 
And  on  their  naked  _limbs  the  flow'ry  roof 

Show'rd 
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Show'rd  rofes,  which  the  morn  repair'd.     Sleep  on, 

Bleft  pair ;  and  O  yet  happieil,  if  ye  feek 

No  happier  Ilate,'and  know  to  know  no  more.        775 

Now  had  night  meafur'd  with  her  fhadowy  cone 
Half  way  up  hill  this  vaft  fublunar  vault. 
And  from  their  ivory  port  the  Cherubim 
Forth  iffuing  at  th'  accuilom'd  hour  flood  arm'd 
To  their  night  watches  in  warlike  parade,  780 

When  Gabriel  to  his  next  in  pow'r  thus  fpake. 

Uzziel,  half  thefe  draw  oiF,  and  coaft  the  fouth 
With  ftridefl  watch ;  thefe  other  wheel  the  north ; 
Our  circuit  meets  full  vefl:.     As  flame  they  part. 
Half  wheeling  to  the  fhield,  half  to  the  fpear.         7  85 
From  thefe,  two  ftrong  and  fubtle  Spi'rits  he  call'd 
That  near  him  ftood,  and  gave  them  thus  in  charge,  . 

Ithuriel  and  Zephon,  with  Vvdng'd  fpeed 
Search  through  this  garden,  leave  unfearch'd  no  nook ; 
But  chiefly  where  thofe  two  fair  creatures  lodge,    790 
Now  laid  perhaps  afleep  fecure  of  harm. 
This  evening  from  the  fun's  decline  arriv'd 
Who  tells  of  fome  infernal  Spirit  fccn 
Hitherv/ard  bent  (who  could  have  thought?)  efcap'd 
The  bars  of  Hell,  on  errand  bad  no  doubt :  795 

Such  where  ye  find,  feife  fail,  and  hither  bring. 

So  faying,  on  he  led  his  radiant  files, 
Dazling  the  moon;  thefe  to  the  bow'r  dired 
In  feardi  of  whom  they  fought :  him  there  they  found 
•SqAiat  like  a  toad,  clofe  at  the  ear  of  Eve,  800 

Aflaying  by  his  devilifti  art  to  reach 
The  organs  of  lier  fancy',  and  with  them  forge 

lllufLon& 
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Illuiions  as  he  lift,  phantafms  and  dreams. 

Or  if,  infpiring  venom,  he  might  taint 

Th'  animal  fpirits  that  from  pure  blood  arife  805 

Like  gentle  breaths  from  rivers  pure,  thence  raife 

At  leaft  diftemper'd,  difcontented  thoughts. 

Vain  hopes,  vain  aims,  inordinate  defires. 

Blown  up  with  high  conceits  ingendring  pride. 

Him  thus  intent  Ithuriel  with  his  fpear  810 

Touch'd  lightly  ;  for  no  falfhood  can  indure 

Touch  of  celeftial  temper,  but  returns 

Of  force  to  its  ov/n  likenefs :  up  he  ftarts 

Difcover'd  and  furpris'd.     As  when  a  fpark 

Lights  on  a  heap  of  nitrous  powder,  laid  815 

Fit  for  the  tun  fome  magazine  to  ftore 

Againft  a  rumor'd  war,  the  fmutty  grain 

With  fudden  blaze  diffus'd  inflames  the  air: 

So  flarted  up  in  his  own  Ihape  the  Fiend. 

Eack  ftept  thofe  two  fair  Angels  half  amaz'd  820 

So  fudden  to  behold  the  grifly  king; 

Yet  thus,  unmov'd  with  fear,  accoft  him  foon. 

Which  of  thofe  rebel  Spi'rits  adjudg'd  to  Hell 
Com'ft  thou,  efcap'd  thy  prifon  ?  and  transform'd. 
Why  fatft  thou  like  an  enemy  in  wait,  82* 

Here  watching  at  the  head  of  thefe  that  fleep  ? 

Know  ye  not  then,  faid  Satan  iill'd  with  fcorn. 
Know  ye  not  me  ?  ye  knew  me  once  no  mate 
For  you,  there  fitting  where  ye  durft  not  foar : 
Not  to  know  me  argues  yourfelves  unknown,  830 

The  loweil  of  your  throng ;  or  if  ye  know. 
Why  aik  ye,  and  fuperfluous  begin 

Yoiir- 
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Your  meiTage,  like  to  end  as  much  in  vain  ? 

To  whom  thus  Zephon,  anfw'ring  fcorn  with  fcorn. 
Think  not,  revolted  Spi'rit,  thy  fhape  the  fame,     835 
Or  undiminiih'd  brightnefs  to  be  known. 
As  when  thou  flood' ft  in  Heav'n  upright  and  pure ; 
That  glory  then,  when  thou  no  more  waft  good. 
Departed  from  thee' ;  and  thou  refembleft  now 
Thy  fm  and  place  of  doom  obfcure  and  foul.  840 

But  come,  for  thou,  be  fure,  fhalt  give  account 
To  him  who  fent  us,  whofe  charge  is  to  keep 
This  place  inviolable,  and  thefe  from  harm. 

So  fpake  the  Cherub ;  and  his  grave  rebuke 
Severe  in  youthful  beauty,  added  grace  84$ 

Invincible :  abafti'd  the  Devil  ftood. 
And  felt  how  awful  goodnefs  is,  and  faw 
Virtue'  in  her  ihape  how  lovely ;  faw,  and  pin'd 
His  lofs ;  but  chiefly  to  find  here  obferv'd 
His  luftre  \'ifibly  impair'd;  yet  feem'd  850 

Undaunted.     If  I  muft  contend,  faid  he, 
Beft  with  the  beft,  the  fender  not  the  fent. 
Or  all  at  once ;  more  glory  will  be  won. 
Or  lefs  be  loft.     Thy  fear,  faid  Zephon  bold. 
Will  fave  us  trial  what  the  leaft  can  do  855 

Single  againft  thee  wicked,  and  thence  weak. 

The  Fiend  reply 'd  not,  overcome  with  rage; 
But,  like  a  proud  fteed  rein'd,  went  haughty  on. 
Champing  his  iron  curb :  to  ftrive  or  fly 
He  held  it  vain;  awe  from  above  had  quell'd         860 
His  heart,  not  elfe  difmay'd.     Now  drew  they  nigh 
The  wefl^rn  point,  where  thofe  half-rounding  guards 

Vol.  X.  "  K  Juft 
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Juft  met,  and  clofmg  flood  in  fquadron  join'd. 
Awaiting  next  command.     To  whom  their  chief 
Gabriel  from  the  front  thus  call'd  aloud.  865 

O  friends,  I  hear  the  tread  of  nimble  feet 
Hafting  this  way,  and  now  by  glimpfe  difcern 
Ithuriel  and  Zephon  through  the  (hade. 
And  with  them  comes  a  third  of  regal  port. 
But  faded  fplendor  wan;  who  by  his  gate  870 

And  fierce  demeanour  feems  the  prince  of  Hell, 
Not  likely  to  part  hence  without  conteft  ; 
Stand  firm,  for  in  his  look  defiance  lours. 

He  fcarce  had  ended,  when  thofe  two  approach 'd. 
And  brief  related  whom  they  brought,  where  found. 
How  bufied,  in  what  form  and  pofture  couch'd. 

To  whom  with  ftern  regard  thus  Gabriel  fpake. 
Why  hall  thou,  Satan,  broke  the  bounds  prefcrib'd 
To  tky  tranfgreffions,  and  difturb'd  the  charge 
Of  others,  who  approve  not  to  tranfgrefs  880 

By  thy  example,  but  have  pow'r  and  ri'^ht 
To  queflion  thy  bold  entrance  on  this  place ; 
Employ 'd  it  feems  to  violate  fleep,  and  thofe 
Whofe  dwelling  God  hath  planted  here  in  blifs  ? 

To  whom  thus  Satan  with  contemptuous  brow.     885 
Gabriel,  thou  hadft  in  Heav'n  th'  efteem  of  wife. 
And  fuch  I  held  thee;  but  this  quellion  afk'd 
Puts  me  in  doubt.     Lives  there  who  loves  his  pain  ? 
Who  would  not,  finding  way,  break  loofe  from  Hell, 
Though  thither  doom'd?  Thou  wouldil  thyfelf,  no 
And  boldly  venture  to  whatever  place  [doubt, 

Farthefl  from  pain,  where  thou  might'fl  hope  to  change 

Torment 
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Torment  with  eafe,  and  fooneft  recompenfe 

Dole  with  delight*  which  in  this  place  I  fought ; 

To  thee  no  reafon,  who  know'ft  only  good,  895 

But  evil  haft  not  try'd :  and  wilt  objedl 

His  will  who  bound  us  ?  let  him  farer  bar 

His  iron  gates,  if  he  intends  our  flay 

In  that  dark  durance :  thus  much  what  was  afk'd. 

The  reft  is  true,  they  found  me  where  they  fay;    900 

But  that  implies  not  violence  or  harm. 

Thus  he  in  fcorn.     The  warlike  Angel  mov'd, 
Difdainfully  half  fmUing  thus  reply'd. 
O  lofs  of  one  in  Heav'n  to  judge  of  wife. 
Since  Satan  fell,  whom  folly  overthrew,  905 

And  now  returns  him  from  his  prifon  fcapM, 
Gravely  in  doubt  whether  to  hold  them  wife 
Or  not,  who  afk  what  boldnefs  brought  him  hither 
Unlicenc'd  from  his  bounds  in  Hell  prefcrib'd ; 
So  wife  he  judges  it  to  fly  from  pain  910 

However,  and  to  fcape  his  punifhment. 
So  judge  thou  ftill,  prefumptuous,  till  the  WTath, 
Which  thou  incurr'ft  by  flying,  meet  thy  flight 
Sev'nfold,  and  fcourge  that  wifdom  back  to  Hell, 
Which  taught  thee  yet  no  better,  that  no  pain       915 
Can  equal  anger  infinite  provok'd. 
But  wherefore  thou  alone  ?  wherefore  with  thee 
Came  not  all  Hell  broke  loofe  ?  is  pain  to  them 
Lefs  pain,  lefs  to  be  fled  ?  or  thou  than  they 
Lefs  hardy  to  indure  ?  courageous  Chief!  920 

The  firft  in  flight  from  pain  1  hadft  thou  alledg'd 
To  thy  deferted  hoft:  this  caufe  of  flight, 

K  2  Thou 
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Thou  furely  hadft  not  come  fole  fugirive. 

To  which  the  Fiend  thus  anfwer'd  frowning  ftern. 
Not  that  I  lefs  indure,  or  fhrink  from  pain,  925 

Infulting  Angel ;  well  thou  know'ft  I  Hood 
Thy  fierceft,  when  in  battel  to  thy  aid 
The  blafting  volied  thunder  made  all  fpeed. 
And  feconded  thy  elfe  not  dreaded  fpear. 
But  ftill  thy  words  at  random,  as  before,  930 

Argue  thy  inexperience  what  behoves 
From  hard  affays  and  ill  fuccefies  pail 
A  faithful  leader,  not  to  hazard  all 
Through  ways  of  danger  by  himfelf  untry'd  : 
I  therefore,  I  alone  firil  undertook  93  5 

To  wing  the  defolate  abyfs,  and  fpy 
This  new  created  world,  whereof  in  Hell 
Fame  is  not  filent,  here  in  hope  to  find 
Better  abode,  and  my  afflifted  Powers 
To  fettle  here  on  earth,  or  in  mid  air ;  940 

Though  for  pofTeflion  put  to  try  once  more 
What  thou  and  thy  gay  legions  dare  againft ; 
Whofe  eafier  bufmefs  were  to  ferve  their  Lord 
High  up  in  Heav'n,  with  fongs  to  hymn  his  throne. 
And  pradis'd  diftances  to  cringe,  not  fight.  945 

To  whom  the  warrior  Angel  foon  reply'd. 
To  fay  and  llrait  unfay,  pretending  firll 
Wife  to  fly  pain,  profeiTmg  next  the  fpy. 
Argues  no  leader  but  a  liar  trac'd, 
Satan,  and  couldft  thou  faithful  add  ?  O  name,       950 
O  facred  name  of  faithfulnefs  profan'd  1 
Faithful  to  whom  ?  to  thy  rebellious  crew  ? 

Army 
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Army  of  Fiends,  fit  body  to  fit  head. 

Was  this  your  difcipline  and  faith  engag'd. 

Your  military  obedience,  to  difiblve  955 

Allegiance  to  th'  acknowledg'd  Power  fupreme  ? 

And  thou,  fly  hypocrite,  who  now  wouldft  feem 

Patron  of  liberty,  who  more  than  thou 

Once  fawn*d,  and  cring'd,  and  fervily  ador'd 

Heav'n's  awful  monarch  ?  wherefore  but  in  hope  960 

To  difpoflfefs  him,  and  thyfelf  to  reign  ? 

But  mark  what  I  arreed  thee  now,  Avant ; 

Fly  thither  whence  thou  fledft :  if  from  this  hour 

Within  thefe  hallow'd  limits  thou  appear. 

Back  to  th*  infernal  pit  I  drag  thee  chainM,  965 

And  feal  thee  fo,  as  henceforth  not  to  fcorn 

The  facil  gates  of  Hell  too  flightly  barr'd. 

So  threatened  he ;  but  Satan  to  no  threats 
Gave  heed,  but  waxing  more  in  rage  reply'd. 

Then  when  I  am  thy  captive  talk  of  chains,       970 
Proud  limitary  Cherub,  but  ere  then 
Far  heavier  load  thyfelf  exped  to  feel 
From  my  prevailing  arm,  though  Heaven's  king 
Ride  on  thy  wings,  and  thou  with  thy  compeers, 
Us'd  to  the  yoke,  draw'ft  his  triumphant  wheels    975 
In  progrefs  through  the  road  of  Heav'n  ftar-pav'd. 

While  thus  he  fpake,  th'  angelic  fquadron  bright 
Turn'd  fiery  red,  ftiarp'ning  in  mooned  horns 
Their  phalanx,  and  began  to  hem  him  round 
With  ported  fpears,  as  thick  as  when  a  field  980 

Of  Ceres  ripe  for  harveft  waving  bends 
Her  bearded  grove  of  ears,  which  way  the  wind 

K  3  Sways 
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Sways  them ;  the  careful  plowman  doubting  ftands. 
Left  on  the  threihing  floor  his  hopeful  fheaves 
Prove  chaff.     On  t'  other  fide  Satan  alarm'd         985 
CoUedling  all  his  might  dilated  ftood. 
Like  Teneriifor  Atlas  unremov'd  : 
His  ftature  reach'd  the  fky,  and  on  his  creft 
Sat  horror  plum'd ;  nor  wanted  in  his  grafp 
What  feem'd  both  fpear  and  Ihield;  nov/  dreadful  deeds 
Might  have  enfu'd,  nor  only  Paradife 
In  this  commotion,  but  the  ftarry  cope 
Of  Heav'n  perhaps,  or  all  the  elements 
At  leaft  had  gone  to  wrack,  difturb'd  and  torn 
With  violence  of  this  conflidl,  had  not  foon  995 

Th'  Eternal  to  prevent  fuch  horrid  fray 
Hung  forth  in  Heav'n  his  golden  fcaies,  yet  feen 
Betwixt  Aftrea  and  the  Scorpion  fign. 
Wherein  all  things  created  firft  he  weigh 'd. 
The  pendulous  round  earth  with  balanc'd  air        loco 
In  counterpoife,  now  ponders  all  events. 
Battels  and  realms :  in  thefe  he  put  two  weights 
The  fequel  each  of  parting  and  of  iight ; 
The  latter  quick  up  flew,  and  kick'd  the  beam ; 
Which  Gabriel  fpying,  thus  befpake  the  Fiend.     1005 
Satan,  I  know  thy  ftrength,  and  thou  know'ft  mine; 
Neither  our  own,  but  giv'n  :  what  folly  then 
To  boa  ft  what  arms  can  do  ?  fmce  thine  no  more 
Than  Heav'n  permits,  nor  mine,  though  doubled  now 
To  trample  thee  as  mire :  for  proof  look  up,        1010 
And  read  thy  lot  in  yon  celeftial  flgn. 
Where  thou  art  weigh 'd,  and  fliown  how  light,  how  weak. 

If 
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If  thou  refill:.     The  Fiend  look'd  up,  and  knew 

His  mounted  fcale  aloft :  nor  more ;  but  fled 

M  urm'ring,  and  with  him  fled  the  fliades  of  night.  1 0 1 5 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

Morning  approach'd,  Eve  relates  to  Adam  her  trou- 
blefome  dream  ;  he  likes  it  not,  yet  comforts  her: 
They  come  forth  to  their  day  labors :  Their  morn- 
ing hymn  at  the  door  of  their  bower.  God  to  render 
man  inexcufable  fends  Raphael  to  admonilh  him  of 
his  obedience,  of  his  free  eftate,  of  his  enemy  near 
at  hand,  who  he  is,  and  why  his  enemy,  and  what- 
ever elfe  may  avail  Adam  to  know.  Raphael  comes 
down  to  Paradife,  his  appearance  defcrib'd,  his  com- 
ing difcern'd  by  Adam  afar  off  fitting  at  the  door  of 
his  bower;  he  goes  out  to  meet  him,  brings  him  to 
his  lodge,  entertains  him  with  the  choiceft  fruits  of 
Paradife  got  together  by  Eve;  their  difcourfe  at  ta- 
ble :  Raphael  performs  his  meffage,  minds  Adam  of 
his  ftate  and  of  his  enemy;  relates  at  Adam's  requell 
who  that  enemy  is,  and  how  he  came  to  be  fo,  begin- 
ning from  his  firft  revolt  in  Heaven,  and  the  occa- 
fion  thereof;  how  he  drew  his  legions  after  him  to 
the  parts  of  the  north,  and  there  incited  them  to  re- 
bel with  him,  perfuading  all  but  only  Abdiel  a  Se- 
raph, who  in  argument  diifuades  and  oppofes  him, 
then  forfakes  liim. 
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NOW  morn  her  rofy  fteps  in  th*  eaftern  dime 
Advancing,  fow'd  the  earth  with  orient  pearl. 
When  Adam  wak'd,  fo  cuilom'd,  for  his  fleep 
Was  aery  light  from  pure  digeftion  bred. 
And  temp'rate  vapors  bland,  which  th'  only  found     5 
Of  leaves  and  fuming  rills,  Aurora's  fan. 
Lightly  difpers'd,  and  the  fhrill  matin  fong 
Of  birds  on  every  bough  ;  fo  much  the  more 
His  wonder  was  to  find  unwaken'd  Eve 
With  treffes  difcompos'd,  and  glowing  check,  10 

As  through  unquiet  reft :  he  on  his  fide 
Leaning  half  rais'd,  with  looks  of  cordial  love 
Hung  over  her  enamour'd,  and  beheld 
Beauty,  which,  whether  waking  or  alleep. 
Shot  forth  peculiar  graces;  then  with  voice  15 

Mild,  as  when  Zephyrus  on  Flora  breathes. 
Her  hand  foft  touching,  whifper'd  thus.     Awake 
My  faireft,  my  efpous'd,  my  lateft  found, 
Heav'n's  laft  beft  gift,  my  ever  new  delight. 
Awake ;  the  morning  Ihines,  and  the  frefh  field        20 
Calls  us ;  we  lofe  the  prime,  to  mark  how  fpring 
Our  tended  plants,  how  blows  the  citron  grove. 

What 


140  PARADISE    LOST.         Book  V. 

What  drops  the  myrrh,  and  what  the  balmy  reed. 

How  nature  paints  her  colors,  how  the  bee 

Sits  on  the  bloom  extrafting  liquid  fweet.  25 

Such  whifp'ring  wakM  her,  but  with  ftartled  eye 
On  Adam,  whom  embracing  thus  fhe  fpake. 

O  fole  in  whom  my  thoughts  find  all  repofe. 
My  glory,  my  perfedlion,  glad  I  fee 
Thy  face,  and  morn  return'd;  for  I  this  night         30 
(Such  night  till  this  I  never  pafs'd)  have  dream'd. 
If  dream'd,  not  as  I  oft  am  wont,  of  thee. 
Works  of  day  part,  or  morrow's  next  defign. 
But  of  ofFenfe  and  trouble,  which  my  mind 
Knew  never  till  this  irkfome  night :  methought        35 
Clofe  at  mine  ear  one  call'd  me  forth  to  walk 
With  gentle  voice,  I  thought  it  thine ;  it  faid. 
Why  fleep'll  thou.  Eve  r  now  is  the  pleafant  time. 
The  cool,  the  filent,  fave  where  filence  yields 
To  the  night-warbling  bird,  that  now  awake  40 

Tunes  fweeteft  his  love-labor'd  fong;  now  reigns 
Full  orb'd  the  moon,  and  with  more  pleafing  light 
Shadowy  fets  off  the  face  of  things ;  in  vain. 
If  none  regard;  Heav'n  wakes  with  all  his  eyes. 
Whom  to  behold  but  thee.  Nature's  defire  ?  45 

In  whofe  fight  all  things  joy,  with  raviihment 
Attraded  by  thy  beauty  ftill  to  gaze. 
I  rofe  as  at  thy  call,  but  found  thee  not ; 
To  find  thee  I  directed  then  my  walk ; 
And  on,  methought,  alone  I  pafs'd  through  ways     50 
That  brought  me  on  a  fudden  to  the  tree 
Of  interdicted  knowledge  :  fair  it  feem'd. 

Much 
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Much  fairer  to  my  fancy  than  by  day : 

And  as  I  wond*ring  look'd,  befide  it  flood 

One  ihap'd  and  wing'd  like  one  of  thofe  from  Heaven 

By  us  oft  feen;  his  dewy  locks  diftill'd 

Ambrofia ;  on  that  tree  he  alfo  gaz'd ; 

And  O  fair  plant,  faid  he,  with  fruit  furcharg'd. 

Deigns  none  to  eafe  thy  load  and  tafle  thy  fweet. 

Nor  God,  nor  Man  ?  is  knowledge  fo  defpis'd  r      60 

Or  envy'  or  what  referve  forbids  to  tafle  ? 

Forbid  who  will,  none  Ihall  from  me  withhold 

Longer  thy  offer'd  good,  why  elfe  fet  here  ? 

This  faid,  he  paus'd  not,  but  with  ventrous  arm 

He  pluck'd,  he  tafted;  me  damp  horror  chill'd        65 

At  fuch  bold  words  vouch'd  with  a  deed  fo  bold : 

But  he  thus  overjoy 'd,  O  fruit  divine. 

Sweet  of  thyfelf,  but  much  more  fweet  thus  cropt. 

Forbidden  here,  it  feems,  as  only  fit 

For  Gods,  yet  able  to  make  Gods  of  Men  :  70 

And  why  not  Gods  of  Men,  fmce  good,  the  more 

Communicated,  more  abundant  grows. 

The  author  not  impair 'd,  but  honor 'd  more  ? 

Here,  happy  creature,  fair  angelic  Eve, 

Partake  thou  alfo;  happy  though  thou  art,  75 

Happier  thou  may'fl  be,  worthier  canft  not  be : 

Tafle  this,  and  be  henceforth  among  the  Gods 

Thyfelf  a  Goddefs,  not  to  earth  confin'd. 

But  fometimes  in  the  air,  as  we,  fometimes 

Afcend  to  Heav'n,  by  merit  thine,  and  fee  80 

What  life  the  Gods  live  there,  and  fuch  live  thou. 

So  faying,  he  drew  nigh,  and  to  me  held, 

Ev'n 
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Ev'n  to  my  mouth  of  that  fame  fruit  held  part 

Which  he  had  pluck'd;  the  pleafant  favory  fmell 

So  quicken'd  appetite,  that  I,  methought,  85 

Could  not  but  tafte.     Forthwith  up  to  the  clouds 

With  him  I  flew,  and  underneath  beheld 

The  earth  outflretch'd  immenfe,  a  profpedl  wide 

And  various :  wondring  at  my  flight  and  change 

To  this  high  exaltation  ;  fuddenly  90 

My  guide  was  gone,  and  I,  methought,  funk  down. 

And  fell  afleep ;  but  O  how  glad  I  wak'd 

To  find  this  but  a  dream  !  Thus  Eve  her  night 

Related,  and  thus  Adam  anfwer'd  fad 

Bell  image  of  myfeif  and  dearer  half,  95 

The  trouble  of  thy  thoughts  this  night  in  fleep 
Afi*ecls  me  equally ;  nor  can  I  like 
This  uncouth  dream,  of  evil  fprung  I  fear ; 
Yet  evil  whence  ?  in  thee  can  harbour  none. 
Created  pure.     But  know  that  in  the  foul  100 

Are  many  lefl^er  faculties,  that  ferve 
Reafon  as  chief;  among  thefe  fancy  next 
Her  office  holds ;  of  all  external  things. 
Which  the  five  watchful  fenfes  reprefent. 
She  forms  imaginations,  aery  fhapes,  105 

Which  reafon  joining  or  disjoining,  frames 
All  what  we*  af&rm  or  what  deny,  and  call 
Our  knowledge  or  opinion ;  then  retires 
Into  her  private  cell  when  nature  refl:s. 
Oft  in  her  abfence  mimic  fancy  wakes  1 10 

To  imitate  her;  but  misjoining  fhapes. 
Wild  works  produces  oft,  and  moil  in  dreams, 

4  Hi 
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111  matching  words  and  deeds  long  paft  or  late. 

Some  fuch  refemblances  methinks  I  find 

Of  our  lail  evening's  talk,  in  this  thy  dream,  1 15 

But  with  addition  ftrange  !  yet  be  not  fad. 

Evil  into  the  Mind  of  God  or  Man 

May  come  and  go,  fo  unapprov'd,  and  leave 

No  fpot  or  blame  behind  :  Which  gives  me  hope 

That  what  in  fleep  thou  didll  abhor  to  dream,        12* 

Waking  thou  never  wilt  confent  to  do. 

Be  not  difhearten'd  then,  nor  cloud  thofe  looks. 

That  wont  to  be  more  chearful  and  ferene. 

Than  when  fair  morning  firft  fmiles  on  the  world ; 

And  let  us  to  our  frefh  employments  rife  125 

Among  the  groves,  the  fountains,  and  the  flowers 

That  open  now  their  choiceft  bofom'd  fmells. 

Refer v'd  from  night,  and  kept  for  thee  in  ilore. 

So  chear'd  he  his  fair  fpoufe,  and  fhe  was  chear'd. 
But  filently  a  gentle  tear  let  fall  130 

From  either  eye,  and  wip'd  them  with  her  hair; 
Two  other  precious  drops  that  ready  Hood, 
Each  in  their  cryftal  iluce,  he  ere  they  fell 
Kifs'd,  as  the  gracious  figns  of  fweet  remorfe 
And  pious  awe,  that  fear'd  to  have  offended.  135 

So  all  was  clear'd,  and  to  the  field  they  halle. 
But  firft,  from  under  Ihady  arbo'rous  roof 
Soon  as  they  forth  were  come  to  open  fight 
Of  day-fpring,  and  the  fun,  who  fcarce  up  rifen. 
With  wheels  yet  hovering  o'er  the  ocean  brim,       140 
Shot  parallel  to  the  earth  his  dewy  ray, 
Difcovering  in  wide  landikip  all  the  ea^ 

Of 
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Of  Paradife  and  Eden's  happy  plains. 

Lowly  they  bowM  adoring,  and  began 

Their  orifons,  each  morning  duly  paid  145 

In  various  llile ;  for  neither  various  ftile 

Nor  holy  rapture  wanted  they  to  praife 

Their  Maker,  in  fit  ftrains  pronounc'd  or  fung 

Unmeditated,  fuch  prompt  eloquence 

Flow'd  from  their  lips,  in  profe  or  numerous  verfe,   150 

More  tuneable  than  needed  lute  or  harp 

To  add  nvore  fweetnefs ;  and  they  thus  began. 

Thefe  are  thy  glorious  works.  Parent  of  good. 
Almighty,  thine  this  univerfal  frame. 
Thus  wondrous  fair ;  thy felf  how  wondrous  then  !     155 
Unfpeakable,  who  fitft  above  thefe  heavens 
To  us  invifible,  or  dimly  feen 
In  thefe  thy  lowefl  works ;  yet  thefe  declare 
Thy  goodnefs  beyond  thought,  and  povv'r  divine. 
Speak  ye  who  bell  can  tell,  ye  fons  of  light,  160 

Angels ;  for  ye  behold  him,  and  with  fongs 
And  choral  fymphonies,  day  without  night. 
Circle  his  throne  rejoicing ;  ye  in  Heaven, 
On  Earth  join  all  ye  Creatures  to  extol 
Him  fir  ft,  him  laft,  him  midft,  and  without  end,      165 
'Faireft  of  ftars,  laft  in  the  train  of  night. 
If  better  thou  belong  not  to  the  dawn. 
Sure  pledge  of  day,  that  crown 'ft  the  fmiling  morn 
With  thy  bright  circlet,  praife  him  in  thy  fphere. 
While  day  arifes,  that  fweet  hour  of  prime.  170 

Thou  Sun,  of  this  great  world  both  eye  and  foul. 
Acknowledge  him  thy  greater,  found  his  praife 

In 
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In  thy  eternal  courfe,  both  when  thou  climb 'il. 

And  when  high  noon  haft  gain'd,  and  when  thou  fali'ft. 

Moon,  that  now  meet'Il  the  orient  fun,  now  fly 'ft,    175 

With  the  fix'd  ftars,  fix'd  in  their  orb  that  flies. 

And  ye  five  other  wand'ring  fires  that  move 

In  myftic  dance  not  without  fong,  refound 

His  praife,  who  out  of  darknefs  call'd-up  light. 

Air,  and  ye  Elements,  the  eldeft  birth  180 

Of  Nature's  womb,  that  in  quaternion  run 

Perpetual  circle,  multiform  ;  and  mix 

And  nourifti  all  things ;  let  your  ceafelefs  change 

Vary  to  our  great  Maker  ftill  new  praife. 

Ye  Mifts  and  Exhalations  that  now  rife  185 

From  hill  or  fteaming  lake,  dufky  or  gray. 

Till  the  fun  paint  your  fleecy  fkirts  with  gold. 

In  honor  to  the  world's  great  Author  rife. 

Whether  to  deck  with  clouds  th'  uncolor'd  Ocy, 

Or  wet  the  thirfty  earth  v/ith  falling  (bowers,  19Q 

Rifing  or  falling  ftill  advance  his  praife. 

Kis  praife,  ye  Winds,  that  from  four  quarters  blow. 

Breathe  foft  or  loud ;  and  wave  your  tops,  ye  Pines, 

With  every  plant,  in  fign  of  worfliip  wave. 

Fountains  and  ye,  that  warble,  as  ye  flow,  19c  , 

Melodious  murmurs,  warbling  tune  his  praife. 

Join  voices,  all  ye  living  Souls:  ye  Birds, 

That  finging  up  to  Heaven  gat6  afcend. 

Bear  on  your  wings  and  in  your  notes  his  praife. 

Ye  that  in  waters  glide,  and  ye  that  walk  2CO 

The  earth,  and  ftately  tread,  or  lowly  creep  ; 

Witncfs  if  I  be  filent,  morn  or  even,   . 

Vol.  X.  L  To 
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To  hill  or  valley,  fountain,  or  frefh  fhade 

Made  vocal  by  my  fong,  and  taught  his  praiie. 

Hail  univerfal  Lord,  be  bounteous  ftill  205 

To  give  us  only  good  ;  and  if  the  night 

Have  gather'd  ought  of  evil  or  conceal'd, 

Difperfe  it,  as  now  light  difpels  the  dark. 

So  pray'd  they  innocent,  and  to  their  thoughts 
Firm  peace  recoverM  foon  and  wonted  calm.  2ie 

On  to  their  morning's  rural  work  they  hafte 
Among  fweet  dews  and  flow'rs ;  where  any  row 
Of  fruit-trees  over-woody  reach'd  too  far 
Their  pamper'd  boughs,  and  needed  hands  to  check 
Fruitlefs  embraces  :  or  they  led  the  vine  215 

To  wed  her  elm  ;  fhe  fpous'd  about  him  twines 
Her  marriageable  arms,  and  v/ith  her  brings 
Her  dow'r  th'  adopted  clufters,  to  adorn 
His  barren  leaves.     Them  thus  employ'd  beheld 
With  pity  Heav'n's  high  king,  and  to  him  call'd    220 
Raphael,  the  fociable  Spi'rit,  that  deign'd 
To  travel  with  Tobias,  and  fecur'd 
His  marriage  with  the  fcv'ntimes-wedded  maid. 

Raphael,  faid  he,  thou  hear' 11:  what  ftir  on  Earth 
Satan  from  Hell  fcap'd  through  the  darkfome  gulf  225 
Hath  rais'd  in  Paradife,  and  how  difturb'd 
This  night  the  human  pair,  how  he  defigns 
In  them  at  once  to  ruin  all  mankind. 
Go  therefore,  half  this  day  as  friend  with  friend 
Converfe  with  Adam,  in  what  bow'r  or  Ihade        230 
Thou  find'ft  him  from  the  heat  of  noon  retir'd. 
To  refpit  his  day -labor  with  repaft. 

Or 
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Or  with  repofe ;  and  fuch  difcourfe  bring  on. 

As  may  advife  him  of  his  happy  iiate, 

Happinefs  in  his  pow'r  left  free  to  will,  23^ 

Left  to  his  own  free  will,  his  will  though  free. 

Yet  mutable  ;  whence  warn  him  to  beware 

He  fwerve  not  too  fecure :  tell  him  withal 

His  danger,  and  from  whom ;  what  enemy, 

Late  fall'n  himfelf  from  Hey.v'n^  is  plotting  now     240 

The  fall  of  others  from  like  Hate  of  blifs ; 

By  violence  ?  no,  for  that  Ihall  be  withftood ; 

But  by  deceit  and  lies  ;  this  let  him  know. 

Left  wilfully  tranfgrefling  he  pretend 

Surprifal,  unadmonifli'd,  unforewarn'd*  245 

So  fpake  th'  eternal  Father,  and  fulfill'd 
All  juftice  :  nor  delay 'd  the  winged  Saint 
After  his  charge  receiv'd:  but  from  among 
Thoufand  celertial  Ardors,  where  he  ftood 
Veil'd  with  his  gorgeous  wings,  up  fpringing  light    2^1:^ 
Flew  through  the  midft  of  Heav'n;  th'  angehc  quires. 
On  each  hand  parting,  to  his  fpced  gave  way 
Through  all  th'  empyreal  road ;  till  at  the  gate 
Of  Heav'n  arriv'd,  the  gate  felf-open'd  wide 
On  golden  hinges  turning,  as  by  work  255 

Divine  the  fovran  Architeft  had  fram'd. 
From  hence  no  cloud,  or,  to  obftrud  his  fight. 
Star  interpos'd,  however  fmall,  he  fees. 
Not  unconform  to  other  ilaning  globes. 
Earth  and  the  gard'n  of  God,  with  cedars  crown'd  266 
Above  all  hills.     As  when  by  night  the  glafs 
Of  Galileo,  lefs  aiTur'd,  obferves 

L  2  Ifnagln'd 
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Imagin'd  lands  and  regions  in  the  moon : 

Or  pilot,  from  amidft  the  Cyclades 

Delos  or  Samos  firft  appearing,  kens  265 

A  cloudy  fpot.     Down  thither  prone  in  flight 

He  fpeeds,  and  through  the  vaft  ethereal  iky 

Sails  between  worlds  and  worlds,  with  fteddy  wing 

Now  on  the  polar  winds,  then  with  quick  fan 

Winnows  the  buxom  air;  till  within  foar  270 

Of  tow'ring  eagles,  to'  all  the  fowls  he  feems 

A  Phoenix,  gaz'd  by  all,  as  that  fole  bird. 

When  to  inilirine  his  reliques  in  the  fun's 

Bright  temple,  to  Egyptian  Thebes  he  flies. 

At  once  on  th'  eaftern  clift  of  Paradife  275 

He  lights,  and  to  his  proper  fliape  returns 

A  Seraph  wing'd ;  fix  wings  he  wore,  to  fliade 

His  lineaments  divine ;  the  pair  that  clad 

Each  flioulder  broad,  came  mantling  o'er  his  breaft 

With  regal  ornament;  the  middle  pair  280 

Girt  like  a  ftarry  zone  his  walle,  and  round 

Skirted  his  loins  and  thighs  with  downy  gold 

And  colors  dipt  in  Heav'n;  the  third  his  feet 

Shadow'd  from  either  heel  tvith  feather'd  mail, 

Sky-tinclur'd  grain.     Like  Maia's  fon  he  flood,    285 

And  flicok  his  plumes,  that  heav'nly  fragrance  fill'd 

The  circuit  wide.     Strait  knew  him  all  the  bands 

Of  Angels  under  watch  ;  and  to  his  ftate. 

And  to  his  meflage  high  in  honor  rife  ; 

for  on  fome  mefl;"age  high  they  guefs'd  him  bound.  290 

Their  glittering  tents  he  pafs'd,  and  now  is  come 

Into  tlie  blifsful  field,  .through  groves  of  myrrh, 

Ani 
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And  flow'ring  odors,  caffia,  nard,  and  balm ; 

A  wildernefs  of  fvveets ;  for  Nature  here 

Wanton'd  as  in  her  prime,  and  play'd  at  will  295 

Her  virgin  fancies,  pouring  forth  more  fweet. 

Wild  above  rule  or  art ;  enormous  blifs. 

Him  through  the  fpicy  foreft  onward  come 

Adam  difcern'd,  as  in  the  door  he  fat 

Of  his  cool  bow'r,  while  now  the  mounted  fun        30a 

Shot  down  diredl  his  fervid  rays  to  warm 

Earth's  inmoft  womb,  more  warmth  than  Adam  needs : 

And  Eve  within,  due  at  her  hour  prepar'd 

For  dinner  favory  fruits,  of  tafte  to  pleafe 

True  appetite,  and  not  difrelifti  thirft  305 

Of  neda'rous  draughts  between,  from  milky  ftream. 

Berry  or  grape  :  to  whom  thus  Adam  call'd. 

Hafte  hither  Eve,  and  worth  thy  fight  behold 
Eaftward  among  thofe  trees,  what  glorious  Ihape 
Comes  this  way  moving;  feems  another  morn        31Q 
Ris'n  on  mid-noon;  fome  great  beheft  from  Heaven 
To  us  perhaps  he  brings,  and  will  vouchfafe 
This  day  to  be  our  gueft.     But  go  with  fpeed. 
And  what  thy  ftores  contain,  bring  forth,  and  pour 
Abundance,  fit  to  honor  and  receive  315 

Our  heav'nly  ftranger  :  well  we  may  afford 
Our  givers  their  own  gifts,  and  large  beftow 
From  large  beflow'd,  where  Nature  multiplies 
Her  fertil  growth,  and  by  difburd'ning  grows 
More  fruitful,  which  infirufls  us  not  to  fpare.  320 

To  whom  thus  Eve.    Adam,  earth's  hallow'd  mold, 
Qf  God  infpir'd,  fmall  ilore  will  ferve,  where  Hore, 

L  3  AU 
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AH  feafons,  ripe  for  ufe  hangs  on  the  ftalk ; 

Save  what  by  frugal  ftoring  firranefs  gains 

To  nourilh,  and  fuperfluous  moift  confumes :  325 

But  I  will  haile,  and  from  each  bough  and  brake. 

Each  plant  and  jucieft  gourd,  will  pluck  fuch  choice 

To  entertain  our  Angel  gueft,  as  he 

Beholding  fhall  confefs,  that  here  on  Earth 

God  hath  difpens'd  his  bounties  as  in  Heaven.       330 

So  faying,  with  difpatchful  looks  in  hafte 
She  turns,  on  hofpitable  thoughts  intent 
What  choice  to  choofe  for  delicacy  bcft. 
What  order,  fo  contriv'd  as  not  to  mix 
Talles,  not  well  join'd,  inelegant,  but  bring  335 

Tafle  after  tafle  upheld  with  kindlieft  change ; 
Beflirs  her  then,  and  from  each  tender  ftalk 
Whatever  Earth  all-bearing  mother  yields 
In  India  Eall  or  Weft,  or  middle  fl:iore 
In  Pontus  or  the  Punic  coaft,  or  where  34a 

Alcinous  reign'd,  fruit  of  all  kinds,  in  coat 
Rough  or  fmooth  rin'd,  or  bearded  huik,  or  ftiell. 
She  gathers,  tribute  large,  and  on  the  board 
Heaps  with  unfparing  hand;  for  drink  the  grape 
She  cruflies,  inoftenfive  muft,  and  meaths  345 

From  many  a  berry',  and  from  fweet  kernels  prefs'd 
She  tempers  dulcet  creams,  nor  thefe  to  hold 
Wants  her  fit  veft'els  pure,  then  ftrows  the  ground 
With  rofe  and  odors  from  the  ftirub  unfum'd. 

Mean  while  our  primitive  great  fire,  to  meet      350 
His  God-like  gueft,  walks  forth,  without  more  train 
Accompanied  than  with  his  own  complete 

Perfedions ; 
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Perfeftions ;  in  himfelf  was  all  his  Hate, 

More  folemn  than  the  tedious  pomp  that  waits 

On  princes,  when  their  rich  retinue  long  355 

Of  horfes  led,  and  grooms  befmear'd  with  gold, 

Dazles  the  croud,  and  fets  them  all  agape. 

Nearer  his  prefence  Adam  though  not  avv'd. 

Yet  with  fubmifs  approach  and  reverence  meek. 

As  to'  a  fuperior  nature,  bowing  low,  360 

Thus  faid.     Native  of  Heav'n,  for  other  place 

None  can  than  Heav'n  fuch  glorious  fhape  contain; 

Since  by  defcending  from  the  thrones  above, 

Thofe  happy  places  thou  haft  deign'd  a  while 

To  want,  and  honor  thefe,  vouchfafe  with  us  365 

Two'  only,  who  yet  by  fovran  gift  pofTefs 

This  fpacious  ground,  in  yonder  fhady  bower 

To  reft,  and  what  the  garden  choiceft  bears 

To  fit  and  tafte,  till  this  meridian  heat 

Be  over,  and  the  fun  more  cool  decline.  37P 

Whom  thus  th'  angelic  Virtue  anfwer'd  mild. 
Adam,  I  therefore  came,  nor  art  thou  fuch 
Created,  or  fuch  place  haft  here  to  dwell. 
As  may  not  oft  invite,  though  Spi'rits  of  Heaven, 
To  vifit  thee  ;  lead  on  then  where  thy  bower         375 
O'erfhades;  for  thefe  mid-hours,  till  evenino-  rife, 
I  have  at  will.     So  to  the  fylvan  lodge 
They  came,  that  like  Pomona's  arbor  fmil'd 
With  flow'rets  deck'd  and  fragrant  fmells;  but  Eve 
Undeck'd  fave  with  herfelf,  more  lovely  fair  380 

Than  Wood-Nymph,  or  the  faireft  Goddefs  feign'd 
Of  thrs'e  that  in  mount  Ida  naked  ftrove, 

L  4.  Stood 
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Stood  to'  entertain  her  guefl  from  Heav'n ;  no  veil 
She  needed,  virtue  proof;  no  thought  infirm 
Alter 'd  her  cheek.     On  whom  the  Angel  Hail       385 
Beftow'd,  the  holy  falutation  us'd 
Long  after  to  bleft  Mary,  fecond  Eve. 

Hail  Mother  of  Mankind,  whofe  fruitful  womb 
Shall  fill  the  world  more  numerous  vvdth  thy  fons. 
Than  with  thefe  various  fruits  the  trees  of  God      393 
Have  heap'd  this  table.     Rais'd  of  graffy  turf 
Their  table  was,  and  mofTy  feats  had  round. 
And  on  her  ample  fquare  from  fide  to  fide 
All  autumn  pil'd,  though  fpring  and  autumn  here 
Danc'd  hand  in  hand.     A  while  difcourfe  they  holdj 
No  fear  left  dinner  cool ;  when  thus  began 
Our  author.     Heav'nly  llrangcr,  pleafe  to  tafle 
Thefe  bounties,  which  our  Nouriflier,  from  whom 
All  perfed  good,  unmeafur'd  out,  defcends. 
To  us  for  food  and  for  delight  hath  caus'd  403 

The  earth  to  yield ;  unfavory  food  perhaps 
To  fpiritual  natures ;  only  this  I  know. 
That  one  celellial  Father  gives  to  all. 

To  whom  the  Angel.     Therefore  what  he  gives 
(Whofe  praife  be  ever  fung)  to  Man  in  part  405 

Spiritual,  may  of  pureft  Spi'rits  be  found 
No'  ingrateful  food :  and  food  alike  thefe  pure 
Intelligential  fubfiances  require. 
As  doth  your  rational ;  and  both  contain 
Within  them  every  lower  faculty  410 

Of  fenfe,  whereby  they  hear,  fee,  fmell,  touch,  tafle. 
Tailing  concoct,  digefi,  affimiiatc. 

And 
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And  corporeal  to  incorporeal  turn. 

For  know,  whatever  was  created,  needs 

To  be  fuftain'd  and  fed  ;  of  elements  41 5 

The  groffer  feeds  the  purer,  earth  the  fea. 

Earth  and  the  fea  feed  air,  the  air  thofe  fires 

Ethereal,  and  as  loweft  firft  the  moon; 

Whence  in  her  vifage  round  thofe  fpots,  unpurg'd 

Vapors  not  yet  into  her  fubllance  turn'd.  420 

Nor  doth  the  moon  no  nourilhment  exhale 

From  her  moift  continent  to  higher  orbs. 

The  fun,  that  light  imparts  to  all,  receives 

From  all  his  alimental  recompenfe 

In  humid  exhalations,  and  at  even  425 

Sups  with  the  ocean.     Though  in  Heav'n  the  trees 
Of  life  ambrofial  fruitage  bear,  and  vines 

,  Yield  nedtar ;  though  from  oft'  the  boughs  each  morn 
We  brufh  mellifluous  dews,  and  find  the  ground 
Cover'd  with  pearly  grain:  yet  God  hath  here      430 
Varied  his  bounty  fo  with  new  delights. 
As  may  compare  with  Heaven ;  and  to  tafte 
Think  not  I  Ihall  be  nice.     So  down  they  fat. 
And  to  their  viands  fell ;  nor  feemingly 
The  Angel,  nor  in  mift,  the  common  glofs  435 

Of  Theologians;  but  with  keen  difpatch 
Of  real  hunger,  and  concodive  heat 
To  tranfubftantiate  :  what  redounds,  tranfpires 
Through  Spi'rits  with  eafe  ;  nor  wonder;  if  by  fire 
Of  footy  coal  th'  empiric  alchemiil  440 

Can  turn,  or  holds  it  poflible  to  turn, 
Metals  of  droifiefl  ore  to  perfed  gold 

As 
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As  from  the  mine.     Mean  while  at  table  Eve 

Miniller'd  naked,  and  their  flowing  cups 

With  pleafant  liquors  crown'd :  O  innocence  445 

Deferving  Paradife  1  if  ever,  then. 

Then  had  the  fons  of  God  excufe  to'  have  been 

Enamour'd  at  that  fight ;  but  in  thofe  hearts 

Love  unlibidinous  reign'd,  nor  jealoufy 

Was  underflood,  the  injur'd  lover's  Hell.  450 

Thus  when  with  meats  and  drinks  they  had  fuffic*d, 
Not  burden'd  nature,  fudden  mind  arofe 
In  Adam,  not  to  let  th'  occafion  pafs 
Giv'n  him  by  this  great  conference  to  know 
Of  things  above  his  world,  and  of  their  being        455 
Who  dwell  in  Heav'n,  whofe  excellence  he  faw 
Tranfcend  his  own  fo  far,  whofe  radiant  forms 
Divine  effulgence,  whofe  high  pow'r  fo  far 
Exceeded  human  ;  and  his  wary  fpeech 
Thus  to  th'  empyreal  miniller  he  fram'd.  46a 

Inhabitant  with  God,  now  know  I  well 
Thy  favor,  in  this  honor  done  to  Man, 
Under  whofe  lowly  roof  thou  haft  vouchfaf 'd 
To  enter,  and  thefe  earthly  fruits  to  tafte. 
Food  not  of  Angels,  yet  accepted  fo,  465 

As  that  more  willingly  thou  couldft  not  feem 
At  Heav'n's  high  feafts  to'  have  fed:  yet  what  compare  ? 

To  whom  the  winged  Hierarch  reply 'd. 
O  Adam,  one  Almighty  is,  from  whom 
All  things  proceed,  and  up  to  him  return,  470 

If  not  deprav'd  from  good,  created  all 
Such  to  perfedion,  one  firft  matter  all, 

3  Indued 
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Indued  with  various  forms,  various  degrees 

Of  fubftance,  and  in  things  that  live,  of  life  ; 

But  more  rcfin'd,  more  fpiritous,  and  pure,  475 

As  nearer  to  him  plac'd  or  nearer  tending 

Each  in  their  feveral  atflive  fpheres  affign'd. 

Till  body  up  to  fpirit  work,  in  bounds 

Proportioned  to  each  kind.     So  from  the  root 

Springs  lighter  the  green  ftalk,  from  thence  the  leaves 

More  aery,  laft  the  bright  confummate  flower 

Spirits  odorous  breathes  :  flow'rs  and  their  fruit, 

Man's  nourilhment,  by  gradual  fcale  fublimM, 

To  vital  fpi'rits  afpire,  to  animal. 

To  intelledual ;  give  both  life  and  fenfe,  4S5 

Fancy  and  underilanding ;  whence  the  foul 

Reafon  receives,  and  reafon  is  her  being, 

Difcurfive,  or  intuitive  ;  difcourfe 

Is  cfteft  yours,  the  latter  moft  is  ours. 

Differing  but  in  degree,  of  kind  the  fame.  490 

Wonder  not  then,  what  God  for  you  faw  good 

If  I  refufe  not,  but  convert,  as  you. 

To  proper  fubftance  :  time  may  come,  when  Men 

With  Angels  may  participate,  and  find 

No  inconvenient  di'et,  nor  too  light  fare;  495 

And  from  thefe  corporal  nutriments  perliaps 

Your  bodies  may  at  laft  turn  all  to  fpirit, 

Improv'd  by  traft  of  time,  and  wing'd  afcend 

Ethereal,  as  we,  or  may  at  choice 

Here  or  in  heav'nly  Paradifes  dwell ;  500- 

If  ye  be  found  obedient,  and  retain 

Unalterably  firm  his  love  entire, 

V^^hofe 
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Whofe  progeny  you  are.     Mean  while  enjoy 

Your  fill  what  happinefs  this  happy  flate 

Can  comprehend,  incapable  of  more.  505 

To  whom  the  patriarch  of  mankind  reply 'd. 
O  favourable  Spi'rit,  propitious  guell. 
Well  haft  thou  taught  the  way  that  might  dired 
Our  knowledge,  and  the  fcale  of  nature  fet 
From  center  to  circumference,  whereon  510 

In  contemplation  of  created  things 
By  fteps  we  may  afcend  to  God.     But  fay. 
What  meant  that  caution  join'd.  If  ye  be  found 
Obedient  ?  can  we  want  obedience  then 
To  him,  or  poflibly  his  love  defert,  5 1 5 

Who  form'd  us  from  the  duft,  and  plac'd  us  here 
Full  to  the  utmoft  meafure  of  what  blifs 
Human  defires  can  feek  or  apprehend  ? 

To  whom  the  Angel.     Son  of  Heav'n  and  Earth, 
Attend:  That  thou  art  happy,  owe  to  God  ;  520 

That  thou  continueft  fuch,  owe  to  thyfelf. 
That  is,  to  thy  obedience ;  therein  ftand. 
This  was  that  caution  giv'n  thee;  be  advis'd. 
God  made  thee  perfed,  not  immutable; 
And  good  he  made  thee,  but  to  perfevere  525 

He  left  it  in  thy  pow'r ;  ordain'd  thy  will 
By  nature  free,  not  over-rul'd  by  fate 
Inextricable,  or  llridl  neceffity  : 
Our  voluntary  fervice  he  requires. 
Not  our  necefiitated ;  fuch  with  him  530 

Finds  no  acceptance,  nor  can  find;  for  how 
Can  hearts,  not  free,  be  try'd  whether  they  ferve 

Willing 
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Willing  or  no,  who  will  but  what  they  mull 

By  delliny,  and  can  no  other  choofe  ? 

Myfelf  and  all  th'  angelic  hell,  that  fland  535 

In  fight  of  God  enthron'd,  our  happy  ftate 

Hold,  as  you  yours,  while  our  obedience  holds ; 

On  other  furety  none  ;  freely  we  ferve, 

Becaufe  we  freely  love,  as  in  our  will 

To  love  or  not ;  in  this  we  ftand  or  fall :  540 

And  fome  are  fall'n,  to  difobedience  fall'n. 

And  fo  from  Heav'n  to  deepeil  Hell;  O  fall 

From  what  high  ftate  of  blifs  into  what  woe  I 

To  whom  our  great  progenitor.     Thy  words 
Attentive,  and  with  more  delighted  ear,  54^ 

Divine  inftru6lor,  I  have  heard,  than  when 
Cherubic  fongs  by  night  from  neighb'ring  hills 
Aereal  mufic  fend :  nor  knew  I  not 
To  be  both  will  and  deed  created  free ; 
Yet  that  we  never  Ihall  forget  to  love  5^0 

Our  Maker,  and  obey  him  whofe  command 
Single  is  yet  fo  juft,  my  coaftant  thoughts 
AfTur'd  me',  and  ftill  afTure:  though  what  thou  tell'ft 
Hath  pafs'd  in  Heav'n,  fome  doubt  within  me  move. 
But  more  defire  to  hear,  if  thou  confent,  555 

The  full  relation,  which  muft  needs  be  ftrange. 
Worthy  of  facred  filence  to  be  heard  ; 
And  we  have  yet  large  day,  for  fcarce  the  fan 
Hath  finifh'd  half  his  journey',  and  fcarce  begins 
His  other  half  in  the  great  zone  of  Heav'n.  560 

Thus  Adam  made  requeft ;  and  Raphael 
After  fliort  paufe  aiTenting,  thus  began. 

High 
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High  matter  thou  injoin'ft  me',  O  prime  of  men. 
Sad  tafk  and  hard ;  for  how  fhall  I  relate 
To  human  fenfe  th'  inviiible  exploits  ^65 

Of  warring  Spirits  ?  how  without  remorfe 
The  ruin  of  fo  many  glorious  once 
And  perfecl  while  they  flood  ?  how  lall  unfold 
The  fecrets  of  another  world,  perhaps 
Not  lawful  to  reveal  ?  yet  for  thy  good  5^0 

This  is  difpens'd;  and  what  furmounts  the  reach 
Of  human  fenfe,  I  fhall  delineate  fb. 
By  likening  fpiritual  to  corporal  forms. 
As  may  exprefs  them  beft ;  though  what  if  Earth 
Be  but  the  fhadow'  of  Heav'n,  and  things  therein  575 
Each  to'  other  like,  more  than  on  earth  is  thought  ? 

As  yet  this  world  was  not,  and  Chaos  wild 
Reign'd  where  thefe  Heav'ns  now  roll,  where  Earth  now 
Upon  her  center  pois'd;  when  on  a  day  [reib 

(For  time,  though  in  eternity,  apply 'd  580 

To  motion,  meafures  all  things  durable 
By  prefent,  paft,  and  future)  on  fuch  day 
As  Heav'n's  great  year  brings  forth,  th'  empyreal  hofl 
Of  Angels  by  imperial  fummons  call'd. 
Innumerable  before  th'  Almighty's  throne  585 

Forthwith  from  all  the  ends  of  Heav'n  appear'd 
Under  their  Hierarchs  in  orders  bright : 
Ten  thoufand  thoufand  enfigns  high  ad  vane 'd. 
Standards  and  gonfalons  'tvvixt  van  and  rear 
Stream  in  the  air,  and  for  diftindlion  ferve  590 

Of  hierarchies,  of  orders,  and  degrees; 
Or  in  their  glittering  tiiTues  bear  imblaz'd 

Holy 
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Holy  memorials,  ads  of  zeal  and  love 

Recorded  eminent.     Thus  when  in  orbs 

Of  circuit  inexprefiible  they  flood,  595 

Orb  within  orb,  the  Father  infinite, 

By  whom  in  blifs  imbofom'd  fat  the  Son, 

Amidft  as  from  a  flaming  mount,  whofe  top 

Brightnefs  had  made  invifible,  thus  fpake. 

Hear  all  ye  Angels,  progeny  of  light,  600 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 
Hear  my  decree,  which  unrevok'd  fliall  ftand. 
This  day  I  have  begot  whom  I  declare 
My  only  Son,  and  on  this  holy  hill 
Him  have  anointed,  whom  ye  now  behold  605 

At  my  right  hand ;  your  head  I  him  appoint ; 
And  by  myfelf  have  fworn  to  him  fhall  bow 
All  knees  in  Heaven,  and  fhall  confef^  him  Lord  : 
Under  his  great  vice-gerent  reign  abide 
United  as  one  individual  foul  610 

For  ever  happy  :  Him  who  difobeys. 
Me  difobeys,  breaks  union,  and  that  day, 
Cafl  out  from  God,  and  bleffed  vifion,  falls 
Into'  utter  darknefs,  deep  ingulf 'd,  his  place 
Ordain 'd  without  redemption,  without  end,  615 

So  fpake  th'  Omnipotent,  and  with  his  words 
All  feem'd  well  pleas'd;  all  feem'd,  but  were  not  all. 
That  day,  as  other  folemn  days,  they  fpent 
In  fong  and  dance  about  the  facred  hiJl; 
Myftical  dance,  which  yonder  ilarry  fphere  620 

Of  planets  and  of  fix'd  in  all  her  wheels 
Rcfembles  neareft,  mazes  intricate, 

FcccntriC;, 
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Eccentric,  intervolv'd,  yet  regular 

Then  moft,  when  moll  irregular  they  feem ; 

And  in  their  motions  harmony  divine  625 

So  fmooths  her  charming  tones,  that  God's  own  ear 

Liflens  delighted.     Evening  now  approach'd 

(For  we  have  alfo'  our  evening  and  our  morn. 

We  ours  for  change  delegable,  not  need) 

Forthwith  from  dance  to  fweet  repaft  they  turn      630 

Deiirous ;  all  in  circles  as  they  flood. 

Tables  are  fet,  and  on  a  fudden  pil'd 

With  Angels  food,  and  rubied  ne6lar  flows 

In  pearl,  in  diamond,  and  mafly  gold. 

Fruit  of  delicious  vines,  the  growth  of  Heaven.       635 

On  fiow'rs  repos'd,  and  with  frefli  flow'rets  crown'd. 

They  eat,  they  drink,  and  in  communion  fweet 

Quaft  immortality  and  joy,  fecure 

Of  furfeit  where  full  meafure  only  bounds 

Excefs,  before  th'  all-bounteous  King,  who  Ihowr'd 

With  copious  hand,  rejoicing  in  their  joy. 

Now  when  ambrofial  night  with  clouds  exhal'd 

From  that  high  mount  of  God,  whence  light  and  fliade 

Spring  both,  the  face  of  brighteil  Heav'n  had  chang'd 

To  grateful  twilight  (for  night  comes  not  there      645 

In  darker  veil)  and  rofeat  dews  difpos'd 

All  but  th'  unfleeping  eyes  of  God  to  reft; 

Wide  over  all  the  plain,  and  wider  far 

Than  all  this  globous  earth  in  plain  outfpread, 

(Such  are  the  courts  of  God)  th'  angelic  throng,   650 

Difpers'd  in  bands  and  files,  their  camp  extend 

By  living  flreams  among  the  trees  of  life. 

Pavilions 
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Pavilions  numberlefs,  and  fudden  rear'd, 

Celeftial  tabernacles,  where  they  flept 

Fann'd  with  cool  winds;  fave  thofe  who  in  their  coarfe 

Melodious  hymns  about  the  fovran  throne 

Alternate  all  night  long  :  but  not  fo  wak'd 

Satan  ;  fo  call  him  now,  his  former  name 

Is  heard  no  more  in  Heav'n;  he  of  the  firil. 

If  not  the  firll  Arch- Angel,  great  in  power,  660 

In  favor  and  praeeminence,  yet  fraught 

With  envy'  againft  the  Son  of  God,  that  day 

Honor'd  by  his  great  Father,  and  proclamM 

Meffiah  King  anointed,  could  not  bear 

Through  pride  that  fight,  and  thought  himfelf  impair 'd. 

Deep  malice  thence  conceiving  and  difdain. 

Soon  as  midnight  brought  on  the  dufky  hour 

Friendlieft  to  ileep  and  filence,  he  refolv'd 

With  all  his  legions  to  diflodge,  and  leave 

Unworlhipt,  unobey'd  the  throne  fupreme  670 

Contemptuous,  and  his  next  fubordinate 

Awak'ning,  thus  to  him  in  fecret  fpake. 

Sleep'il  thou.  Companion  dear,  what  fleep  can  clofe 
Thy  eye-lids  ?  and  remember'll  what  decree 
Of  yefterday,  fo  late  hath  pafs'd  the  lips  6^^ 

Of  Heav'n's  Almighty.     Thou  to  me  thy  thoughts 
Waft  wont,  I  n^ine  to  thee  was  wont  to'  impart ; 
Both  waking  we  were  one  ;  how  then  can  now 
Thy  fleep  dilfent  ?  New  laws  thou  feeft  impos'd; 
New  laws  from  him  who  reigns,  new  minds  may  ralfe 
In  us  who  ferve,  new  counfels,  to  debate 
What  doubtful  may  enfue  ;  more  in  this  place 

Vol.  X.  M  To 
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To  utter  is  not  fafe.     AfTemble  thou 

Of  all  thofe  myriads  which  we  lead  the  chief; 

Tell  them  that  by  command,  ere  yet  dim  night      685 

Her  fhadowy  cloud  withdraws,  I  am  to  hafte. 

And  all  who  under  me  their  banners  wave. 

Homeward  with  flying  march  where  we  pofTefs 

The  quarters  of  the  north ;  there  to  prepare 

'Fit  entertainment  to  receive  our  king  600 

The  great  Meffiah,  and  his  new  commands. 

Who  fpeedily  through  all  the  hierarchies 

Intends  to  pafs  triumphant,  and  give  laws. 

So  fpake  the  falfe  Arch-Angel,  and  infus'd 
Bad  influence  into  th'  unwary  breaft  69^5 

Of  his  afibciate  :  he  together  calls. 
Or  feveral  one  by  one,  the  regent  Powers, 
Under  him  regent ;  tells,  as  he  was  taught. 
That  the  moft  High  commanding,  now  ere  night. 
Now  ere  dim  night  had  difmcumber'd  Heaven,      700 
The  great  hierarchal  llandard  v/as  to  move  ; 
Tells  the  fuggefted  caufe,  and  cafls  between 
Ambiguous  words  and  jealoufies,  to  found 
Or  taint  integrity  :  but  all  obey'd 
The  wonted  fignal,  and  fuperior  voice  705 

Of  their  great  potentate  ;  for  great  indeed 
His  name,  and  high  was  his  degree  in  Heaven ; 
His  count'nance,  as  the  morning  ftar  that  guides 
The  iiarry  flock,  allur'd  them,  and  with  lies 
Drew  after  him  the  third  part  of  Heav'n's  hofl.     710 
Mean  while  th'  eternal  eye,  whofe  fight  difcerns 
Abilrufell  thoughts,  from  forth  his  holy  mount 

And. 
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And  from  within  the  golden  lamps  that  burn 
Nightly  before  him,  faw  without  their  light 
Rebellion  rifmg,  faw  in  whom,  how  fpread  715 

Among  the  fons  of  mom,  what  multitudes 
Were  banded  to  oppofe  his  high  decree ; 
And  fmiling  to  his  only  Son  thus  faid. 

Son,  thou  in  whom  my  glory  I  behold 
In  full  refplendence,  Heir  of  aU  my  might,  720 

Nearly  it  now  concerns  us  to  be  fure 
Of  our  omnipotence,  and  with  what  arms 
We  mean  to  hold  what  anciently  we  clame 
Of  deity  or  empire  ;  fuch  a  foe 
Is  rifing,  who  intends  to'  erecl  liis  throne  725 

Equal  to  ours,  throughout  the  fpacious  north; 
Nor  fo  content,  hath  in  his  thought  to  try 
In  battel,  what  our  pow'r  is,  or  our  right. 
Let  us  advife,  and  to  this  hazard  draw 
With  fpeed  what  force  is  left,  and  all  employ         730 
In  our  defenfe,  left  unawares  we  lofe 
This  our  high  place,  our  fan£luary,  our  hill. 

To  whom  the  Son  with  calm  afped  and  clear. 
Lightning  divine,  ineffable,  ferene. 
Made  anfwer.     Mighty  Father,  thou  thy  foes        735 
Juftly  haft  in  derifton,  and  fecure 
Laugh'ft  at  their  vain  defigns  and  tumults  vain. 
Matter  to  me  of  glory,  whom  their  hate 
Illaftrates,  when  they  fee  all  regal  power 
Giv'n  me  to  quell  their  pride,  and  in  event  740 

Know  whether  I  be  dextrous  to  fubdue 
Thy  rebels,  or  be  found  the  worft  in  Heaven, 

M  2  So 
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So  {pake  the  Son;  but  Satan  with  his  powers 
Far  was  advanc'd  on  winged  fpeed,  an  hoft 
Innumerable  as  the  flars  of  night,  745 

Or  flars  of  morning,  dew-drops,  which  the  fun 
Impearls  on  every  leaf  and  every  flower. 
Regions  they  pafs'd,  the  mighty  regencies 
Of  Seraphim  and  Potentates  and  Thrones 
In  their  triple  degrees ;  regions  to  which  750 

All  thy  dominion,  Adam,  is  no  more 
Than  what  this  garden  is  to  all  the  earth. 
And  all  the  fea,  from  one  entire  globofe 
Stretch'd  into  longitude  ;  which  having  pafs'd 
At  length  into  the  limits  of  the  north  755 

They  came,  and  Satan  to  his  royal  feat 
High  on  a  hill>  far  blazing,  as  a  mount 
Rais'd  on  a  mount,  with  pyramids  and  towers 
From  diamond  quarries  hewn,  and  rocks  of  gold  ; 
The  palace  of  great  Lucifer,  (fo  call  760 

That  flrufture  in  the  dialed  of  men 
Interpreted)  which  not  long  after,  he 
Affedling  all  equality  v\dth  God, 
In  imitation  of  that  mount  whereon 
Melfiah  was  declar'd  in  fight  of  Heaven,  765 

The  Mountain  of  the  Congregation  call'd  ; 
For  tliither  he  aflembled  all  his  train. 
Pretending  fo  commanded  to  confult 
About  the  great  reception  of  their  king. 
Thither  to  come,  and  with  calumnious  art  770 

Of  counterfeited  truth  thus  held  their  ears. 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 

If 
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If  thefe  magnific  titles  yet  remain 

Not  merely  titular,  fmce  by  decree 

Another  now  hath  to  himfelf  ingrofs'd  775 

All  pow'r,  and  us  eclips'd  under  the  name 

Of  King  anointed,  for  whom  all  this  haile 

Of  midnight  march,  and  hurried  meeting  here. 

This  only  to  confult,  how  we  may  befl 

With  what  may  be  devis'd  of  honors  new  780 

Receive  him  coming  to  receive  from  us 

Knee -tribute  yet  unpaid,  proftration  vile. 

Too  much  to  one,  but  double  how  indur'd 

To  one  and  to  his  image  now  proclam'd  ? 

But  what  if  better  counfels  might  ered  785 

Our  minds,  and  teach  us  to  call  off  this  yoke  ? 

Will  ye  fubmit  your  necks,  and  choofe  to  bend 

The  fupple  knee  ?  ye  will  not,  if  I  truft 

To  know  ye  right,  or  if  ye  know  yourfelves 

Natives  and  fons  of  Heav'n  pofTefs'd  before  790 

By  none,  and  if  not  €qual  all,  yet  free. 

Equally  free ;  for  orders  and  degrees 

Jar  not  with  liberty,  but  v/ell  confift. 

Who  can  in  reafon  then  or  right  affume 

Monarchy  over  fuch  as  live  by  right  yge 

His  equals,  if  in  pow'r  and  fpiendor  lefs. 

In  freedom  equal  ?  or  can  introduce 

Law  and  edift  on  us,  who  without  law 

Err  not  ?  much  lefs  for  this  to  be  our  Lord, 

And  look  for  adoration  to  th'  abufe  800 

Of  thofe  imperial  titles,  v/hich  aflert 

Our  being  ordain 'd  to  govern,  not  to  ferve. 

M  3  Thus 
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Thus  far  his  bold  difcourfe  without  control! 
Had  audience,  when  among  the  Seraphim 
Abdiel,  than  whom  none  with  more  zeal  ador'd     805 
The  Deity',  and  divine  commands  obey'd. 
Stood  up,  and  in  a  flame  of  zeal  fevere 
The  current  of  his  fury  thus  oppos'd. 

O  argument  biafphemous,  falfe  and  proud ! 
Words  which  no  ear  ever  to  hear  in  Heav'n  810 

Expedled,  leaft  of  all  from  thee,  Ingrate, 
In  place  thyfelf  fo  high  above  thy  peers. 
Canft  thou  with  impious  obloquy  condemn 
The  jull  decree  of  God,  pronounc'd  and  fworn. 
That  to  his  only  Son  by  right  indued  815 

With  regal  fcepter,  every  foul  in  Heaven 
Shall  bend  the  knee,  and  in  that  honor  due 
Confefs  him  rightful  king  ?  Unjuft,  thou  fay 'ft. 
Flatly  unjuft,  to  bind  with  laws  the  free. 
And  equal  over  equals  to  let  reign,  8?o 

One  over  all  with  unfucceeded  power. 
Shalt  thou  give  law  to  God,  ftialt  thou  difpute 
With  hirn  the  points  of  liberty,  who  made 
Thee  what  thou  art,  and  form'd  the  Pow'rs  of  Heaven 
Such  as  he  pleas'd,  and  circumfcrib'd  their  being  ? 
Yet  by  experience  taught  we  know  how  good. 
And  of  our  good  and  of  our  dignity 
How  provident  he  is,  how  far  from  thought 
To  make  us  lefs,  bent  rather  to  exalt 
Our  happy  ftate  under  one  head  more  near  830 

United.     But  to  grant  it  thee  unjuft. 
That  equal  over  equals  monarch  reign : 

Thyfelf 
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Thyfelf  though  great  and  glorious  doft  thou  count. 

Or  all  angelic  nature  join'd  in  one. 

Equal  to  him  begotten  Son?  by  whom  835 

As  by  his  Word  the  mighty  Father  made 

All  things,  ev'n  thee  ;  and  all  the  Spi'rits  of  Heaven 

By  him  created  in  their  bright  degrees, 

Crown'd  them  with  glory',  and  to  their  glory  nam'd 

Thrones,  Dominations,  Princedoms,  Virtues,  Powers, 

EfTential  Pow'rs  ;  nor  by  his  reign  obfcur'd. 

But  more  illuftrious  made  ;  fmce  he  the  head 

One  of  our  number  thus  reduc'd  becomes ; 

His  laws  our  laws  ;  all  honor  to  him  done 

Returns  our  own.    Ceafe  then  this  impious  rage,   845 

And  tempt  not  thefe  ;  but  haften  to  appeafe 

Th'  incenfed  Father,  and  th'  incenfed  Son, 

While  pardon  may  be  found  in  time  befought. 

So  fpake  the  fervent  Angel ;  but  his  zeal 
None  feconded,  as  out  of  feafon  judg'd,  .  850 

Or  fmgular  and  rafh,  whereat  rejoic'd 
Th'  Apellate,  and  m.ore  haughty  thus  reply 'd. 
That  we  were  form'd  then,  lay'fl:  thou?  and  the  work 
Of  fecondary  hands,  by  tafk  transferr'd 
From  Father  to  his  Son  ?  ftrange  point  and  new  !   855 
Doclrin  which  we  would  know  whence  learn 'd:  who  faw 
When  this  creation  was  ?  remember'll  thou 
Thy  making,  while  the  Maker  gave  thee  being  ? 
We  know  no  time  when  we  were  not  as  now ; 
Know  none  before  us,  felf-begot,  felf-rais'd  860 

By  our  own  quick'ning  pow'r,  when  fatal  courfe 
Had  circled  his  full  orb,  the  birth  mature 

M4  Of 
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Of  this  our  native  Heav'n,  ethereal  fons. 

Our  puiiTance  is  our  own ;  our  own  right  hand 

Shall  teach  us  higheil  deeds,  by  proof  to  try  865 

Who  is  our  equal :  then  thou  (halt  behold 

Whether  by  fupplication  we  intend 

Addrefs,  and  to  begirt  th'  almighty  throne 

Eefeeching  or  befieging.     This  report, 

Thefe  tidings  carry  to  th'  anointed  King  ;  870 

And  fly,  ere  evil  intercept  thy  flight. 

He  faid,  and  as  the  found  of  waters  deep 
Hoarfe  murmur  echo'd  to  his  words  applaufe 
Through  the  infinite  hoft ;  nor  lefs  for  that 
The  flaming  Seraph  fearlefs,  though  alone  875 

Incompafs'd  round  with  foes,  thus  anfwer'd  bold. 

O  alienate  from  God,  O  Spi'rit  accurs'd, 
Forfaken  of  all  good ;  I  fee  thy  fall 
Determin'd,  and  thy  haplefs  crew  involved 
In  this  perfldious  fraud,  contagion  fpread  880 

Both  of  thy  crime  and  punifhment :  henceforth 
No  more  be  troubled  how  to  quit  the  yoke 
Of  God's  Mefliah  ;  thofe  indulgent  laws 
V/iii  not  be  now  vouchfaf 'd ;  other  decrees 
Againll  thee  are  gone  forth  without  recall ;  885 

That  golden  fcepter,  which  thou  didi^  reject. 
Is  now  an  iron  rod  to  bruife  and  break 
Thy  difobedience.     Well  thou  didil  advife. 
Yet  not  for  thy  advdce  or  threats  I  fly 
Thefe  wicked  tents  devoted,  left  the  wrath  890 

Impendent,  raging  into  fudden  flame 
Diilinguiih  not :  for  fcon  expect  to  feel 

Hi- 
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His  thunder  on  thy  head,  devouring  fire. 
Then  who  created  thee  lamenting  learn. 
When  who  can  uncreate  thee  thou  fhalt  know.        895 

So  fpake  the  Seraph  Abdiel  faithful  found 
Among  the  faithlefs,  faithful  only  he ; 
Among  innumerable  falfe,  unmov'd, 
Unfhaken,  unfeduc'd,  unterrify'd. 
His  loyalty  he  kept,  his  love,  his  zeal;  900 

Nor  number,  nor  example  with  him  wrought 
To  fvverve  from  truth,  or  change  his  conftant  mind 
Though  fmgle.     From  amidft  them  forth  he  pafs'd. 
Long  way  through  hoftile  fcorn,  which  he  fultain'd 
Superior,  nor  of  violence  fear'd  ought;  905 

And  with  retorted  fcorn  his  back  he  turn'd 
On  thofe  proud  tow'rs  to  fwift  deftrudion  doom'd. 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

Raphael  continues  to  relate  how  Michael  and  Gabriel 
were  fent  forth  to  battel  againft  Satan  and  his 
Angels.  The  firft  fight  delcrib'd :  Satan  and  his 
Powers  retire  under  night :  He  calls  a  council,  in- 
vents deviliih  engins,  which  in  the  fecond  day's 
fight  put  Michael  and  his  Angels  to  fome  diforder : 
but  they  at  length  pulling  up  mountains  over- 
whelm'd  both  the  force  and  machines  of  Satan  : 
Yet  the  tumult  not  fo  ending,  God  on  the  third 
day  fends  Messiah  his  Son,  for  whom  he  had  re- 
ferv'd  the  glory  of  that  victory :  He  in  the  power 
of  his  Father  coming  to  the  place,  and  caufing  all 
his  legions  to  iland  ftill  on  either  fide,  with  his 
chariot  and  thunder  driving  into  the  midft  of  his 
enemies,  purfues  them  unable  to  refift  towards  the 
wall  of  Heaven ;  which  opening,  they  leap  down 
vA'ih  horror  and  confufion  into  the  place  of  punifh- 
ment  prepar'd  for  them  in  the  deep:  Messiah  re- 
turns with  triumph  to  his  Father. 
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ALL  night  the  dreadlefs  Angel  unpurfued 
jfik.  Through  Heav'n's  wide  champain  held  his  way ; 
Wak'd  by  the  circling  hours,  with  rofy  hand   [till  morn, 
Unbarr'd  the  gates  of  light.     There  is  a  cave 
Within  the  mount  of  God,  fail  by  his  throne,  5 

Where  light  and  darknefs  in  perpetual  round 
Lodge  and  diQodge  by  turns,  which  makes  through 
Grateful  viciffitude,  like  day  and  night;  [Heaven 

Light  ilTues  forth,  and  at  the  other  door 
Obfequious  darknefs  enters,  till  her  hour  10 

To  veil  the  Heav'n,  though  darknefs  there  might  well 
Seem  twilight  here:  and  now  went  forth  the  morn 
Such  as  in  higheft  Heav'n,  array'd  in  gold 
Empyreal;  from  before  her  vanifh'd  night. 
Shot  through  with  orient  beams ;  when  all  the  plain  15 
Cover'd  with  thick  imbattel'd  fquadrons  bright. 
Chariots  and  flaming  arms,  and  fiery  Heeds 
Refledling  blaze  on  blaze,  firll  met  his  vdew : 
War  he  perceiv'd,  war  in  procincl,  and  found 
Already  known  what  he  for  news  had  thought  20 

To  have  reported :  gladly  then  he  mix'd 
Among  thofe  friendly  Powers,  who  him  receiv'd 

With 
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With  joy  and  acclamations  loud,  that  one. 

That  of  (o  many  myriads  fall'n,  yet  one 

Return'd  not  loft  :  On  to  the  facred  hill  25 

They  led  him  high  applauded,  and  prefent 

Before  the  feat  fupreme ;  from  whence  a  voice 

From  midft  a  golden  cloud  thus  mild  was  heard. 

Servant  of  God,  well  done,  well  haft  thou  fought 
The  better  fight,  who  fmgle  haft  maintained  30 

Againft  revolted  multitudes  the  caufe 
Of  truth,  in  word  mightier  than  they  in  arms; 
And  for  the  teftimony'  of  truth  haft  borne 
Univerfal  reproach,  far  worfe  to  bear 
Than  violence;  for  this  was  all  thy  care,  35 

To  ftand  approv'd  in  fight  of  God,  though  worlds 
Judg'd  thee  perverfe :  the  eafier  conqueft  now 
Remains  thee,  aided  by  this  hoft  of  friends. 
Back  on  thy  foes  more  glorious  to  return 
Than  fcorn'd  thou  didft  depart,  and  to  fubdue  40 

By  force,  who  reafon  for  their  law  refufe. 
Right  reafon  for  their  law,  and  for  their  king 
Mefliah,  who  by  right  of  merit  reigns. 
Go  Michael  of  celeftial  armies  prince. 
And  thou  in  military  prowefs  next  45 

Gabriel,  lead  forth  to  battel  thefe  my  fons 
Invincible,  lead  forth  my  armed  Saints 
By  thoufands  and  by  millions  rang'd  for  fight. 
Equal  in  number  to  that  Godlefs  crew 
RebellioL^s ;  them  with  fire  and  hoftile  arms  50 

Fearlefs  afiault,  and  to  the  brow  of  Heaven 
Purfuing  drive  them  out  from  God  and  blifs 

Into 
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Into  their  place  cf  punifliment,  the  gulf 

Of  Tartarus,  which  ready  opens  wide 

His  fiery  Chaos  to  receive  their  fall.  55 

So  fpake  the  fovran  voice,  and  clouds  began 
To  darken  all  the  hill,  and  fmoke  to  roll 
In  dufky  wreaths,  relu6lant  flames,  the  fign 
Of  wrath  awak'd  ;  nor  with  lefs  dread  the  loud 
Ethereal  trumpet  from  on  high  'gan  blow :  60 

At  which  command  the  Powers  militant. 
That  flood  for  Heav'n,  in  mighty  quadrat  joined 
Of  union  irrefillible,  mov'd  on 
In  filence  their  bright  legions,  to  the  found 
Of  inftrumental  harmony,  that  breath 'd  65 

Heroic  ardor  to  adventrous  deeds 
Under  their  God-like  leaders,  in  the  caufe 
Of  God  and  his  Mefiiah.     On  they  move 
IndifTolubly  firm  ;  nor  obvious  hill. 
Nor  flrait'ning  vale,  nor  wood,  nor  ftream  divides     70 
Their  perfect  ranks ;  for  high  above  the  ground 
Their  march  was,  and  the  paffive  air  upbore 
Their  nimble  tread ;  as  when  the  total  kind 
Of  birds,  in  orderly  array  on  wing. 
Came  fummon'd  over  Eden  to  receive  7  c 

Their  names  of  thee ;  fo  over  many  a  tra<5l 
Of  Heav'n  they  march'd,  and  many  a  province  wide 
Tenfold  the  length  of  this  terrene  :  at  laft 
Far  in  th'  horizon  to  the  north  appear'd 
From  fkirt  to  ikirt  a  fiery  region,  ftretch'd  80 

In  battailous  afpe6l,  and  nearer  view 
BriiUed  with  upright  beams  innumerable 

4  Of 
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Of  rigid  fpears,  and  helmets  throng'd,  and  fhields 

Various,  with  boaftful  argument  portray'd. 

The  banded  Pow'rs  of  Satan  halting  on  85 

With  furious  expedition ;  for  they  vveen'd 

That  felf-fame  day  by  fight,  or  by  furprife. 

To  win  the  mount  of  God,  and  on  his  throne 

To  fet  the  envier  of  his  flate,  the  proud 

Afpirer,  but  their  thoughts  prov'd  fond  and  vain      90 

In  the  mid  way :  though  flrange  to  us  it  feem'd 

At  firfl-,  that  Angel  fhould  with  Angel  war. 

And  in  fierce  hoiling  meet,  who  wont  to  meet 

So  oft  in  feftivals  of  joy  and  love 

Unanimous,  as  fons  of  one  great  fire  95 

Hymning  th'  eternal  Father ;  but  the  lliout 

Of  battel  now  began,  and  rulhing  found 

Of  onfet  ended  foon  each  milder  thought. 

High  in  the  midll  exalted  as  a  God 

Th'  Apellate  in  his  fun-bright  chariot  fat,  ico 

Idol  of  majefty  divine,  inclos'd 

With  flaming  Cherubim  and  golden  fhields ; 

Then  lighted  from  his  gorgeous  throne,  for  now    . 

'Twixt  hoft  and  holl  but  narrow  fpace  was  left, 

A  dreadful  interval,  and  front  to  front  105 

Prefented  flood  in  terrible  array 

Of  hideous  length :  before  the  cloudy  van. 

On  the  rough  edge  of  battel  ere  it  join'd, 

Satan  v.ith  vail  and  haughty  flrides  advanc'd 

Came  towring,  arm'd  in  adamant  and  gold;  1 10 

Abdiel  that  fight  endur'd  not,  where  he  Hood 

Among  the  mightieft,  bent  on  highell:  deeds. 

And 
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And  thus  his  own  undaunted  heart  explores. 

O  Heav'n  !   that  fuch  refemblance  of  the  Highefl 
Should  yet  remain,  where  faith  and  realty  115 

Remain  not :  wherefore  Ihould  not  ftrength  and  might 
There  fail  where  virtue  fails,  or  weakeft  prove 
Where  boldell,  though  to  fight  unconquerable  ? 
His  puifTance,  truiling  in  th'  Almighty's  aid, 
I  mean  to  try,  whofe  reafon  I  have  try'd  120 

Unfound  and  falfe ;  nor  is  it  ought  but  jail. 
That  he  who  in  debate  of  truth  hath  won 
Should  win  in  arms,  in  both  difputes  alike 
Vidor ;  though  brutilh  that  conteft  and  foul. 
When  reafon  hath  to  deal  with  force,  yet  To  125 

Moil  reafon  is  that  reafon  overcome. 

So  pondering,  and  from  his  armed  peers 
Forth  llepping  oppofit,  half  way  he  met 
His  daring  foe,  at  this  prevention  more 
incens'd,  and  thus  fecurely  him  defy'd,  130 

Proud,  art  thou  met?  thy  hope  was  to  have  reach'd 
The  highth  of  thy  afpiring  unoppoi.'d. 
The  throne  of  God  unguarded,  and  his  fide 
Abandon'd  at  the  terror  of  thy  power 
Or  potent  tongue:  fool,  not  to  think  how  vain       1 35 
Againll  th'  Omnipotent  to  rife  in  arms ; 
Who  out  of  fmalleft  things  could  without  end 
Have  rais'd  inceifant  armies  to  defeat 
Thy  folly ;  or  with  folitary  hand 
Pleaching  beyond  all  limit,  at  one  blow  1 10 

Unaided  could  have  finiih'd  thee,  and  whelm'd 
Thy  legions  under  darknefs :  but  thou  kdl 

Vol.  X.  N  AU 
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All  are  not  of  thy  train ;  there  be  who  faith 

Prefer,  and  piety  to  God,  though  then 

To  thee  not  vifible,  when  I  alone  1 45 

Seem'd  in  thy  world  erroneous  to  diflent 

From  all :  my  fe6l  thou  feeft  ;  now  learn  too  late 

How  few  fometimes  may  know,  when  thoufand^  err. 

Whom  the  grand  foe  with  fcornful  eye  afkance 
Thus  anfwer'd.    Ill  for  thee,  but  in  wilh'd  hour      150 
Of  my  revenge,  firft  fought  for,  thou  return'ft 
From  flight,  feditious  Angel,  to  receive 
Thy  merited  reward,  the  firft  aiTay 
Of  this  right  hand  provokM,  fmce  firll  that  tongue 
Infpir'd  with  contradi(5lion  durft  oppofe  155 

A  third  part  of  the  Gods,  in  fynod  met 
Their  deities  to  aflert,  v/ho  while  they  feel 
Vigor  divine  within  them,  can  allow 
Omnipotence  to  none.     But  well  thou  com'il: 
Before  thy  fellov/s,  ambitious  to  win  l6o- 

From  me  fome  plume,  that  thy  fuccefs  may  Ihow 
DeHrudlion  to  the  reft  ;  this  paufe  between 
(Unanfwer'd  left  thou  boaft)  to  let  thee  know; 
At  firft  I  thought  that  Liberty  and  Heaven 
To  heavenly  fouls  had  been  all  one  ;  but  now         165 
I  fee  that  moft  through  floth  had  rather  ferve, 
Miniftring  Spi'rito,  train'd  up  in  feaft  and  fong ; 
Such  haft  thou  arm'd,  the  minftrelfy  of  Hea\'en, 
Servility  v/ith  freedom  to  contend. 
As  both  their  deeds  compar'd  this  day  fliall  prove,   i  70 

To  whom  in  brief  thus  Abdiel  ftern  reply 'd. 
Apoftate,  ftili  thou  err 'ft,  nor  end  wilt  find 

Of 


BookVr.       PARADISE    LOST.  179 

Of  erring,  from  the  path  of  truth  remote  : 
Unjuftly  thou  deprav'll  it  with  the  name 
Of  fervitude  to  ferve  whom  God  ordains*  I75 

Or  Nature  :  God  and  Nature  bid  die  fame. 
When  he  who  rules  is  worthieft,  and  excels 
Them  whom  he  governs.     This  is  fervitude. 
To  ferve  th'  unwife,  or  him  who  hath  rebell'd 
Againfl  his  worthier,  as  thine  now  ferve  thee,         i8o 
Thyfelf  not  free,  but  to  thyfelf  inthrall'd  ; 
Yet  lewdly  dar'ft  our  miniftring  upbraid. 
Reign  thou  in  Hell  thy  kingdom ;  let  me  ferve 
In  Heav'n  God  ever  bleft,  and  his  divine 
Behells  obey,  worthieft  to  be  obey'd  ;  185 

Yet  chains  in  Hell,  not  realms  exped  :  mean  while 
From  me  return' d,  as  erft  thou  faidft,  from  flight. 
This  greeting  on  thy  impious  creft  receive. 
So  faying,  a  noble  ftroke  he  lifted  high. 
Which  hung  not,  but  fo  fwift  with  temped  fell        J9Q 
On  the  proud  crefl  of  Satan,  that  no  fight. 
Nor  motion  of  fwift  thought,  lefs  could  his  Ihield 
Such  ruin  intercept:  ten  paces  huge 
He  back  recoil'd;  the  tenth  on  bended  knee 
His  maffy  fpear  upftay'd  ;  as  if  on  earth  195 

Winds  under  ground,  or  waters  forcing  way 
Sidelong  had  pufh'd  a  mountain  from  his  feat 
Half  funk  with  all  his  pines.     Amazement  feiz'd 
The  rebel  Thrones,  but  greater  rage  to  fee 
Thus  foil'd  their  mightleft;  ours  joy  fill'd,  and  fhcut, 
Preilige  of  vidlory,  and  fierce  defire 
Of  battel :  whereat  Michael  bid  found 

N  z.  Th* 
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Th'  Arch- Angel  trumpet;  through  the  vaft  of  Heavea 

It  founded,  and  the  faithful  armies  rung 

Hofannah  to  the  High'il: :  nor  ftood  at  gaze  205 

The  adverfe  legions,  nor  lefs  hideous  join'd 

The  horrid  Ihock  :  now  ftorming  fury  rofe. 

And  clamor  fuch  as  heard  in  Heav'n  till  now 

Was  never ;  arms  on  armour  claihing  bray'd 

Horrible  difcord,  and  the  madding  wheels  210 

Of  brazen  chariots  rag'd ;  dire  was  the  noife 

Of  conflidl ;  over  head  the  difmal  hifs 

Of  fiery  darts  in  flaming  volies  flew. 

And  flying  vaulted  either  hoft  with  fire. 

So  under  fiery  cope  together  rulh'd  21^ 

Both  battels  main,  with  ruinous  affault 

And-inextinguilhable  rage  ;  all  Heaven 

Refounded,  and  had  Earth  been  then,  all  Earth 

Had  to  her  center  fhook.     What  wonder  ?  when 

Millions  of  fierce  encountring  Angels  fought  220 

On  either  fide,  the  leafl  of  whom  could  wield 

Thefc  elements,  and  arm  him  with  the  force 

Of  all  their  regions :  how  much  more  of  power 

Army'  againfl  army  numberlefs  to  raife 

l^readful  com.bulUon  warring,  and  difturb,  225 

Though  not  deftroy,  their  happy  native  feat ; 

Had  not  th'  eternal  King  omnipotent 

From  his  flrong  hold  of  Heav'n  high  over-rul'd 

And  limited  their  might ;  though  number'd  fuch 

As  each  divided  legion  might  have  feem'd  230 

A  numerous  holl:,  in  llrength  each  armed  liand 

A  legion,  led  inight  yet  leader  feem'd 

Each 
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Each  warrior  fmgle  as  in  chief,  expert 
When  to  advance,  or  ftand,  or  turn  the  fway 
Of  battel,  open  when,  and  when  to  clofe  23^ 

The  ridges  of  grim  war  :  no  thought  of  flight. 
None  of  retreat,  no  unbecoming  deed 
That  argued  fear;  each  on  himfelf  rely'd. 
As  only  in  his  arm  the  moment  lay 
Ofvidory:  deeds  of  eternal  fame  240 

Were  done,  but  infinite ;  for  wide  was  fpread 
That  war  and  various,  fometimes  on  firm  ground 
A  Handing  fight,  then  foaring  on  main  wing 
Tormented  all  the  air  ;  all  air  feem'd  then 
Confliding  fire  :  long  time  in  even  fcale  245 

The  battel  hung  ;  till  Satan,  who  that  day 
Prodigious  pow'r  had  Ihown,  and  met  in  arms 
No  equal,  ranging  through  the  dire  attack 
Of  fighting  Seraphim  confus'd,  at  length 
Saw  where  the  fword  of  Michael  fmote,  and  feli'd  250 
Squadrons  at  once  ;  with  huge  two-handed  fway 
Brandifh'd  aloft  the  horrid  edge  came  down 
Wide  wafting  ;  fuch  deftruftion  to  withftand 
He  hafted,  and  oppos'd  the  rocky  orb 
Of  tenfold  adamant,  his  ample  fhield,  255 

A  vaft  circumference  :  At  his  approach 
The  great  Arch-Angel  from  his  warlike  toil 
Surceas'd,  and  glad  as  hoping  here  to  end 
Inteftin  war  in  Heav'n,  th'  arch-foe  fubdu'd 
Or  captive  dragg'd  in  chains,  with  hoilile  frown    260 
And  vifage  all  inflam'd  firft  thus  began. 
Author  of  evil,  unknown  tUl  thy  revolt, 

N  3  Unnam'd 
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Unnam'd  in  Heav'n,  now  plenteous,  as  thou  feeil 
Thefe  adls  of  hateful  ftrife,  hateful  to  all. 
Though  heavieft  by  juft  meafure  on  thyfelf  265 

And  thy  adherents :  how  haft  thou  difturb'd 
Heav'n's  bleffed  peace,  and  into  nature  brought 
Mifery,  uncreated  till  the  crime 
Of  thy  rebellion  !  how  haft  thou  inftill'd 
Thy  malice  into  thoufands,  once  upright  270 

And  faithful,  now  prov'd  falle  I  But  think  not  here 
To  trouble  holy  reft ;  Heav'n  cafts  thee  out 
From  all  her  confines.     Heav'n  the  feat  of  blifs 
.  Brooks  not  the  works  of  violence  and  war. 
Hence  then,  and  evil  go  with  thee  along,  27^ 

Thy  off"spiing,  to  the  place  of  evil,  Hell, 
Thou  and  thy  wicked  crew ;  there  mingle  broils. 
Ere  this  avenging  fvvord  begin  thy  doom. 
Or  fome  more  fudden  vengeance  wing'd  from  God 
Precipitate  thee  with  augmented  pain.  280 

So  fpake  the  Prince  of  Angels ;  to  whom  thus 
The  Adverfary.     Nor  think  thou  with  wind 
Of  aery  threats  to  awe  whom  yet  with  deeds 
Thou  canft  not.     Haft  thou  turn'd  the  leaft  of  thefe 
To  flight,  or  if  to  fall,  but  that  they  rife  285 

Unvanquifh'd,  eafier  to  tranfadl  with  me 
That  thou  ftiouldft  hope,  imperious,  and  with  threats 
To  chafe  me  hence  ?  err  not  that  fo  fhall  end 
The  ftrife  which  thou  call'ft  evil,  but  we  ftile 
The  ftrife  of  glory  ;  which  we  mean  to  win,  290 

Or  turn  this  Heav'n  itfelf  into  the  Hell 
Thou  fableft,  here  however  to  dwell  free 

U 
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If  not  to  reign  :  mean  while  thy  utmofl  force. 

And  join  him  nam'd  Almighty  to  thy  aid, 

I  fly  not,  but  have  fought  thee  far  and  nigh.  295 

They  ended  parle,  and  both  addrefs'd  for  fight 
Unfpeakable  ;  for  who,  though  with  the  tongue 
Of  Angels,  can  relate,  or  to  what  things 
Liken  on  earth  confpicuous,  that  may  lift 
Human  imagination  to  fuch  highth  300 

Of  Godlike  pow'r  ?  for  likefl  Gods  they  feem'd. 
Stood  they  or  mov'd,  in  ftature,  motion,  arms. 
Fit  to  decide  the  empire  of  great  Heaven. 
Now  wav'd  their  fiery  fwords,  and  in  the  air 
Made  horrid  circles ;  two  broad  funs  their  ihields  305 
Blaz'd  oppofit,  while  expectation  Hood 
In  horror ;  from  each  hand  with  fpeed  retir'd. 
Where  erfi:  was  thickeft  fight,  th'  angelic  throng. 
And  left  large  field,  unfafe  within  the  wind 
Of  fuch  commotion;  fuch  as,  to  fet  forth  3 10 

Great  things  by  fmall,  if  nature's  concord  broke. 
Among  the  conftellations  war  were  fprung. 
Two  planets  rufhing  from  afpe<5l  malign 
Of  fierceil:  oppofition  in  mid  fky 
Should  combat,  and  their  jarring  fpheres  confound. 
Together  both  with  next  to*  almighty  arm 
Up-lifted  imminent,  one  ftroke  they  aim'd 
That  might  determin,  and  not  need  repeat. 
As  not  of  pow'r  at  once  ;  nor  odds  appear'd 
In  might  or  fwift  prevention  :  but  the  fvvord  320 

Of  Michael  from  the  armoury  of  God 
Was  given  him  temper 'd  fo,  that  neither  keen 

N  4  Nor 
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Nor  folid  might  refill  that  edge  :  it  met 

The  f'A'ord  of  Satan  with  lleep  force  to  fmite 

Pefcending,  and  in  half  cut  (heer  ;  nor  ftay'd,       325 

But  with  fwift  wheel  reverfe,  deep  entring  fhar'd 

All  his  right  fide :  then  Satan  firft  knew  pain. 

And  writh'd  him  to  and  fro  convolved ;  fo  fore 

The  griding  fword  with  difcontinuous  wound 

Pafs'd  through  him:  but  th'  ethereal  fubftance  closM, 

Not  long  divifible ;  and  from  the  gafh 

A  flream  of  nedla'rous  humor  ilTuing  flow'd 

Sanguin,  fuch  as  celefiial  Spi'rits  may  bleed. 

And  all  his  armour  ftain'd  ere  while  fo  bright. 

forthwith  on  all  fides  to  his  aid  was  run  335 

By  Angels  many  and  llrong,  who  interpos'd 

Defenfe^  wjiile  others  bore  him  on  their  ftiields 

Back  to  his  chariot,  where  it  ilood  retir'd 

From  qfi'  the  files  of  war  ;  there  they  him  laid 

(Gnaihing  for  anguifh  4nd  defpite  and  fhame,         340 

To  find  himfelf  not  matchlefs,  and  his  pride 

Humbled  by  fuch  rebuke,  fo  far  beneatli 

His  confidence  to  equal  God  in  power. 

Yet  foon  he  heal'd ;  for  Spi'rits  that  live  throughout 

\'itaj  in  every  part,  not  as  frail  man  345 

In  entrails,  heart  or  head,  liver  or  reins. 

Cannot  but  by  annihilating  die ; 

Nor  in  their  liquid  texture  mortal  wound 

Receive,  no  more  than  can  the  fluid  air  ! 

All  heart  they  live,  all  head,  all  eye,  all  ear,  350 

All  intelle6l,  all  fenfe ;  and  as  they  pleafe, 

'Jhey  limb  themfelvcs,  and  color,  (hape  or  fize 

Afiume, 
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AfTume,  as  likes  them  beft,  condenfe  or  rare. 

Mean  while  in  other  parts  like  deeds  dererv*d 
Memorial,  where  the  might  of  Gabriel  fought,       355 
And  with  fierce  enfigns  pierc'd  the  deep  array 
Of  Moloch  furious  king  ;  who  him  defy'd. 
And  at  his  chariot  wheels  to  drag  him  bound 
Threaten'd,  nor  from  the  Holy  One  of  Heaven 
Refrain'd  his  tongue  blafphemous ;  but  anon  363 

Down  cloven  to  the  wafte,  udth  fhatter'd  arms 
And  uncouth  pain  fled  bellowing.     On  each  wing 
Uriel  and  Raphael  his  vaunting  foe. 
Though  huge,  and  in  a  rock  of  diamond  arm'd, 
V^anquifh'd  Adramelech,  and  Afmadai,  365 

Two  potent  thrones,  that  to  be  lefs  than  Gods 
Difdain'd,  but  meaner  thoughts  learn 'din  their  flight. 
Mangled  with  ghaftly  wounds  through  plate  and  mail*- 
Nor  ll:ood  unmindful  Abdiel  to  annoy 
The  atheift  crew,  but  with  redoubled  blow  370 

Ariel  and  Arioch,  and  the  violence 
Of  Ramicl  fcorch'd  and  blafted  overthrew. 
I  might  relate  of  thoufands,  and  their  names 
Eternize  here  on  earth ;  but  thofe  eledl 
Angels,  contented  with  their  fame  in  Heaven,        375 
Seek  not  the  praife  of  men  :  the  other  fort. 
In  might  though  wondrous  and  in  a6ls  of  war. 
Nor  of  renown  lefs  eager,  yet  by  doom 
Cancel'd  from  Heav'n  and  facred  memory, 
Namelefs  in  dark  oblivion  let  them  dwell.  3  So 

For  ftrength  from  truth  divided  and  from  jull, 
JUaudable,  nought  merits  but  difpraife 

And 
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And  Ignomlnv,  yet  to  glory'  afpires 

Vain- glorious,  and  through  infamy  feeks  fame  : 

Therefore  eternal  iilence  be  their  doom.  3S5 

And  now  their  mightieft  quell'd,  the  battel  fwerv'd, 
"With  many  an  inroad  gor'd  ;  deformed  rout 
Enter'd,  and  foul  diforder;  all  the  ground 
With  fhiver'd  armour  frrown,  and  on  a  heap 
Chariot  and  charioteer  lay  overturn'd,  3po 

And  fiery  foaming  fleeds  ;  what  ftood,  recoiled 
O'er-wearied,  through  the  faint  Satanic  hoft 
Defenfive  fcarce,  or  with  pale  fear  furpriz'd. 
Then  firll  with  fear  furpriz'd  and  fenfe  of  pain. 
Fled  ignominious,  to  fuch  evil  brought  395 

By  fm  of  difobedience,  till  that  hour 
Not  liable  to  fear  or  flight  or  pain. 
Far  otherwife  th*  inviolable  Saints 
In  cubic  phalanx  firm  advanc'd  entire. 
Invulnerable,  impenetrably  arm'd ;  400 

Such  high  advantages  their  innocence 
Gave  them  above  their  foes;  not  to  have  fmn'd. 
Not  to  have  difobey'd  ;  in  fight  they  ftood 
Unwearied,  unobnoxious  to  be  pain'd 
By  wound,  though  from  their  place  by  violence  mov'd. 

Now  night  her  courfe  began,  and  over  Heaven 
Inducing  darknefs,  grateful  truce  impos'd. 
And  filence  on  the  odious  din  of  war : 
Under  her  cloudy  covert  both  retir'd, 
Viftor  and  vanquilli'd:  on  the  foughten  field         410 
Michael  and  his  Angels  prevalent 
Jncamping,  plac'd  in  guard  their  watches  round, 

3  Cherubic 
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Cherubic  waving  fires :  on  th'  other  part 

Satan  with  his  rebellious  difappear'd. 

Far  in  the  dark  diflodgM  :  and  void  of  reft,  415 

His  potentates  to  council  call'd  by  night ; 

And  in  the  midft  thus  undifmay'd  began. 

O  now  in  danger  try'd,  now  known  in  arms 
Not  to  be  overpow'r'd.  Companions  dear. 
Found  worthy  not  of  liberty  alone,  420 

Too  mean  pretence,  but  what  we  more  aifefl. 
Honor,  dominion,  glory,  and  renown  ; 
Who  have  fuftain'd  one  day  in  doubtful  fight 
(And  if  one  day,  why  not  eternal  days  r) 
What  Heaven's  Lord  had  pow'rfuUeit  to  fend        425 
Againft  us  from  about  his  throne,  and  judg'd 
SufHcient  to  fubdue  us  to  his  will. 
But  proves  not  fo :  then  fallible,  it  feems. 
Of  future  we  may  deem  him,  though  till  now 
Omnifcient  thought.    True  is,  lefs  firmly  arm'd,     430 
Some  difadvantage  we  indur'd  and  pain. 
Till  now  not  known,  but  known  as  foon  contemn'd; 
Since  now  we  find  this  our  empyreal  form 
Incapable  of  mortal  injury, 

Imperifhable,  and  though  pierc'd  with  wound,        435 
Soon  clofmg,  and  by  native  vigor  heal'd. 
Of  evil  then  fo  fmall,  as  eafy  think 
The  remedy  ;  perhaps  more  valid  arms. 
Weapons  more  violent,  when  next  we  meet. 
May  ferve  to  better  us,  and  worfe  our  foes,  440 

Or  equal  what  between  us  made  the  odds. 
In  nature  none  :  if  other  hidden  caufe 

Left 
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Left  them  fuperior,  while  we  can  preferve 

Unhurt  our  minds  and  underftanding  found. 

Due  fearch  and  confultation  will  difclofe.  44^ 

He  fat;  and  in  th'  aflembly  next  upftood 
Nifroch,  of  Principalities  the  prime ; 
As  one  he  flood  efcap'd  from  cruel  fight. 
Sore  toil'd,  his  riven  arms  to  havoc  hewn. 
And  cloudy  in  afpefl  thus  anfw'ring  fpake.  450 

Deliverer  from  new  Lords,  leader  to  free 
Enjoyment  of  our  right  as  Gods;  yet  hard 
For  Gods,  and  too  unequal  work  we  find, 
Agalnfl  unequal  arms  to  fight  in  pain, 
Againfl  unpain'd,  impaffive ;  from  which  evil        455 
Ruin  muft  needs  enfue  ;  for  what  avails 
Valor  or  flrength,  though  matchlefs,  quell'd  with  pain 
Which  all  fubdues,  and  makes  remlfs  the  hands 
Of  mightieft  ?  Senfe  of  pleafure  we  may  well 
Spare  out  of  life  perhaps,  and  not  repine,  460 

But  live  content,  which  is  the  calmeft  life  : 
But  pain  is  perfect  mifery,  the  worfl 
Of  evils,  and  exceflive,  overturns 
All  patience.     He  who  therefore  can  invent 
With  what  more  forcible  we  may  offend  465 

Our  yet  unwounded  enemies,  or  arm 
Ourfelves  with  like  defenfe,  to  me  deferves 
No  lefs  than  for  deliverance  what  we  owe. 

Whereto  with  look  compos'd  Satan  reply'd, 
>?ot  unin vented  that,  which  thou  aright  470 

Believ'fl  fo  main  to  our  fuccefs,  I  bring. 
Which  of  us  who  beholds  tlie  bright  fur  face 

Of 
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Of  this  ethereous  mold  \\  hereon  we  ftand. 

This  continent  of  fpacious  Heav'n,  adorn'd 

With  plant,  fruit,  flovv'r  ambrofial,  gems  and  gold  ; 

Whofe  eye  fo  fuperficially  furveys 

Thefe  things,  as  not  to  mind  from  whence  they  grow 

Deep  under  ground,  materials  dark  and  crude. 

Of  fpiritous  and  fiery  fpume,  till  touch'd 

-With  Heaven's  ray,  and  temper 'd  they  fhoot  forth   480 

So  beauteous,  opening  to  the  ambient  light  ? 

Thefe  in  their  dark  nativity  the  deep 

Shall  yield  us  pregnant  with  infernal  flame ; 

Which  into  hollow  engins  long  and  round 

Thick-ramm'd,  at  th'  other  bore  with  touch  of  £r^ 

Dilated  and  infuriate,  Ihall  fend  forth 

From  far  with  thund'ring  noife  among  our  foes 

Such  implements  of  mifchief,  as  fhall  dafh 

To  pieces,  and  o'ervvhelm  whatever  Hands 

Adverfe,  that  they  fliall  fear  we  have  difarm'd       490 

The  Thund'rer  of  his  only  dreaded  bolt. 

Nor  long  Ihall  be  our  labor ;  yet  ere  dawn, 

Effedl  fhall  end  our  wifli.     Mean  while  revive ; 

Abandon  fear ;  to  flrength  and  counfel  join'd 

Think  nothing  hard,  much  hS^  to  be  defpairM.      495 

He  ended,  and  his  words  their  drooping  chcar 
Inlighten'd,  and  their  langailh'd  hope  reviv'd. 
Th' invention  all  admir'd,  and  each,  how  he 
To  be  th'  inventor  mifs'd ;  fo  eafy'  it  feem'd 
Once  found,  which  yet  unfound  moil  would  have  thought 
Impoflible  :  yet  haply  of  thy  race 
In  future  days,  if  raalicc  lliould  abound,  » 

Some 
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Some  one  intent  on  mifchief,  or  infpir'd 

"With  devilifh  machination,  might  devife 

Like  inllrument  to  plague  the  Tons  of  men  505 

For  fin,  on  war  and  mutual  llaughter  benti 

Forthwith  from  council  to  the'  work  they  flew  : 

None  arguing  flood  ;  innumerable  hands 

Were  ready ;  in  a  moment  up  they  turn'd 

Wide  the  celeftial  foil,  and  faw  beneath  5141 

Th'  originals  of  nature  in  their  crude 

Conception;  fulphurous  and  nitrous  foam 

They  found,  they  mingled,  and  with  fubtle  art, 

Concodled  and  adufted  they  reduc'd 

To  blackeft  grain,  and  into  ftore  convey  M :  515 

Part  hidden  veins  digg'd  up  (nor  hath  this  earth 

Entrails  unlike)  of  mineral  and  ftone. 

Whereof  to  found  their  engins  and  their  balls 

Of  miffive  ruin ;  part  incentive  reed 

Provide,  pernicious  with  one  touch  to  fire.  520 

So  all  ere  day-fpring,  under  confcious  night. 

Secret  they  finilh'd,  and  in  order  fet. 

With  filent  circumfpedion  unefpy'd. 

Now  when  fair  morn  orient  in  Heav'n  appeared. 
Up  rofe  the  viftor  Angels,  and  to  arms  525 

The  matin  trumpet  fung :  in  arms  they  flood 
Of  golden  panoply,  refulgent  hoU, 
Soon  banded;  others  from  the  dawning  hills 
Look'd  round,  and  fcouts  each  ccaft  light-armed  fcour. 
Each  quarter,  to  defcry  the  diuant  foe,  530 

Where  lodg'd,  or  whither  fled,  or  if  for  fight. 
In  motion  or  in  halt :  him  loon  they  met 

Under 
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Under  fpread  enligns  moving  nigh,  in  flow 
But  firm  battalion  ;  back  with  fpeedieft  fail 
Zophiel,  of  Cherubim  the  fwifteft  wing,  53^ 

Came  fly'ing,  and  in  mid  air  aloud  thus  cry'd. 

Arm,  Warriors,  arm  for  fight  j  the  foe  at  hand. 
Whom  fled  we  thought,  will  fave  us  long  purfuit 
This  day ;  fear  not  his  flight ;  fo  thick  a  cloud 
He  comes,  and  fettled  in  his  face  I  fee  54O 

Sad  refolution  and  fecure :  let  each 
His  adamantin  coat  gird  well,  and  each 
Fit  well  his  helm,  gripe  fall  his  orbed  fliield. 
Borne  ev'n  or  high;  for  this  day  will  pour  dowTi, 
If  I  conje<^ure  ought,  no  drizling  fhower,  545 

But  rattling  florm  of  arrows  barb'd  with  fire. 

So  warnM  he  them  aware  themfelves;  and  foon 
In  order,  quit  of  all  impediment, 
Inftant  without  difturb  they  took  alarm. 
And  onward  mov'd  imbattcl'd  :  when  behold         550 
Not  dlftant  far  with  heavy  pace  the  foe 
Approaching  grofs  and  huge,  in  hollow  cube 
Training  his  devilifii  enginry,  impal'd 
On  every  fide  with  ihadowing  fquadrons  deep. 
To  hide  the  Fraud.     At  interview  both  flood         555 
A  while ;  but  fuddenly  at  head  appear'd 
Satan,  and  thus  was  heard  commanding  loud. 

Vanguard,  to  right  and  left  the  front  unfold; 
That  all  may  fee  who  hate  us,  how  we  feek 
Peace  and  compofure,  and  with  open  breafl:  560 

Stand  ready  to  receive  them,  if  they  like 
Our  overture,  and  turn  not  back  perverfe ; 

But 
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But  that  I  doubt;  however  witnefs  Heaven, 
Heav'n  witnefs  thou  anon,  while  we  difcharge 
Freely  our  part;  ye  who  appointed  fland,  565 

Do  as  you  have  in  charge,  and  briefly  touch 
What  we  propound,  and  loud  that  all  may  hear*  " 

So  fcoffing  in  ambiguous  words,  he  fcarce 
Had  ended :  when  to  right  and  left  the  front 
Divided,  and  to  either  flank  retir'd  :  570, 

Which  to  our  efcs  difcover'd,  new  and  flrange, 
A  triple  mounted  row  of  pillars  laid 
On  wheels  (for  like  to  pillars  moft  they  feem'd. 
Or  hollow'd  bodies  made  of  oak  or  fir. 
With  branches  lopt,  in  wood  or  mountain  fell'd)     575 
Brafs,  iron,  flony  mold,  had  not  their  mouths 
With  hideous  orifice  gap'd  on  us  wide. 
Portending  hollow  truce :  at  each  behind 
A  Seraph  flood,  and  in  his  hand  a  reed 
Stood  waving  tipt  with  fire;  while  we  fufpenfe       580 
Collecled  flood  within  our  thoughts  amus'd. 
Not  long,  for  fudden  all  at  once  their  reeds 
Put  forth,  and  to  a  narrow  vent  apply'd 
With  nicefl  touch.     Immediate  in  a  flame. 
But  foon  cbfcur'd  with  fmoke,  all  Heav'n  appear'd. 
From  thofe  deep-throated  cngins  belch'd,  whofe  roar 
Imbowcl'd  with  outrageous  noife  the  air. 
And  all  her  entrails  tore,  difgorging  foul 
Their  devilifh  glut,  chain'd  thunderbolts  and  hail 
Of  iron  globes;  which  on  the  vidor  holl  590 

Level'd,  with  fuch  impetuous  fury  fmote. 
That  whom  they  hit,  none  on  their  feet  might  fland. 

Though 
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Though  {landing  elfe  as  rocks,  but  down  they  fell 

By  thoufands.  Angel  on  Arch-Angd  roll'd ; 

The  fooner  for  their  arms;  unarm'd  they  might    595 

Have  eafily  as  Spi'rits  evaded  fwift 

By  quick  contraftion  or  remove  ;  but  now 

Foul  diffipation  follow'd  and  forc'd  rout ; 

Nor  ferv'd  it  to  relax  their  ferried  files. 

What  fhould  they  do  ?  if  on  they  rufh'd,  repulfe    600 

Repeated,  and  indecent  overthrow 

Doubled,  would  render  them  yet  more  defpis'd. 

And  to  their  foes  a  laughter ;  for  in  view 

Stood  rank'd  of  Seraphim  another  row. 

In  pollure  to  difplode  their  fecond  tire  605 

Of  thunder:  back  defeated  to  return 

They  worfe  abhorr'd.     Satan  beheld  their  plight. 

And  to  his  mates  thus  in  derifion  call'd. 

O  Friends,  why  come  not  on  thefe  vidors  proud  ? 
Erewhile  they  fierce  were  coming;  and  when  we,    610 
To  entertain  them  fair  with  open  front 
And  breaft  (what  could  we  more  ?)  propounded  terms 
Of  compofition,  ftrait  they  chang'd  their  minds. 
Flew  off,  and  into  ftrange  vagaries  fell. 
As  they  would  dance;  yet  for  a  dance  they  feem'd   61  c 
Somewhat  extravagant  and  v/ild,  perhaps 
For  joy  of  ofler'd  peace  :  but  1  fuppofe. 
If  our  propofals  once  again  were  heard. 
We  fhould  Compel  them  to  a  quick  refult. 

To  whom  thus  Belial  in  like  gamefome  mood.    620 
Leader,  the  terms  we  fcnt  were  terms  of  weight. 
Of  hard  contents,  and  full  offeree  urg'd  home. 

Vol.  X.  O  Such 
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Such  as  we  might  perceive  amus'd  them  all. 

And  Humbled  many;  who  receives  them  right. 

Had  need  from  head  to  foot  well  underlland ;         625 

Not  underllood,  this  gift  they  have  belides. 

They  ihow  us  when  our  foes  walk  not  upright. 

So  they  among  themfelves  in  pleafant  vein 
Stood  fcoffing,  highten'd  in  their  thoughts  beyond 
All  doubt  of  vidlory ;  eternal  might  630 

To  match  with  their  inventions  they  prefum'd 
So  eafy',  and  of  his  thunder  made  a  fcom. 
And  all  his  hofl  derided,  while  they  flood 
A  while  in  trouble  :  but  they  flood  not  long ; 
Rage  prompted  them  at  length,  and  found  them  arms  635 
Againil  fuch  hellifn  mifchief  fit  to*  oppofe. 
Forth vvith  (behold  the  excellence,  the  power. 
Which  God  hath  in  his  mighty  Angels  plac'd) 
Their  arms  away  they  threw,  and  to  the  hills 
(For  Earth  hath  this  variety  from  Heaven  640 

Of  pleafure  fttuate  in  hill  and  dale) 
Light  as  the  lightning  glimpfe  they  ran,  they  flew  ; 
From  their  foundations  loofning  to  and  fro 
They  pluck'd  the  feated  hills  with  all  their  load. 
Rocks,  waters,  woods,  and  by  the  fhaggy  tops        645 
Up-lifting  bore  them  in  their  hands :  Amaze, 
Be  fure,  and  terror  feis'd  the  rebel  hofl. 
When  coming  towards  them  fo  dread  they  faw 
The  bottom  of  the  mountains  upward  turn'd ; 
Till  on  thofe  curfed  engins  triple -row  650 

They  faw  them  whelm'd,  and  all  their  confidence 
Under  the  weight  of  mountains  buried  deep ; 

3  Themfelves 


Book VI.       PARADISE    LOST.  ^9^ 

Themfelves  invaded  next,  and  on  their  heads 

Main  promontories  flung,  which  in  the  air 

Came  {hadowing,  and  opprefs'd  whole  legions  arm'd; 

Their  armour  help'd  their  harm,  cruih'd  in  and  bruis'd 

Into  their  fubftance  pent,  which  wrought  them  pain 

Implacable,  and  many  a  dolorous  groan. 

Long  flrugling  underneath,  ere  they  could  wind 

Out  of  fuch  pris'n,  though  Spi'rits  of  pureft  light,   660 

Pureft  at  firft,  now  grofs  by  finning  grown. 

The  reft  in  imitation  to  like  arms 

Betook  them,  and  the  neighb'ring  hills  uptore ; 

So  hills  amid  the  air  encounter'd  hills 

HurFd  to  and  fro  with  jaculation  dire,  66  j 

That  under  ground  they  fought  in  difmal  fhade ; 

Infernal  noife;  war  feem'd  a  civil  game 

To  this  uproar;  horrid  confufion  heap'd 

Upon  confufion  rofe :  and  now  all  Heaven 

Had  gone  to  wrack,  with  ruin  overfpread ;  670 

Had  not  th'  almighty  Father,  where  he  fits 

Shrin'd  in  his  fandluary  of  Heav*n  fecure, 

Confulting  on  the  fum  of  things,  forefeen 

This  tumult,  and  permitted  all,  advis'd  : 

That  his  great  purpofe  he  might  fo  fulfil,  6-j^ 

To  honor  his  anointed  Son  aveng'd 

Upon  his  enemies,  and  to  declare 

All  pow'r  on  him  transferred  :  whence  to  his  Son 

Th'  aireiTor  of  his  throne  he  thus  began. 

Effulgence  of  my  glory.  Son  belov'd,  680 

Son  in  whofe  face  invifible  is  beheld 
Vilibly,  what  by  deity  I  am> 

O  2  And 
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And  in  whofe  hand  what  by  decree  I  do. 

Second  Omnipotence,  two  days  are  paft. 

Two  days,  as  we  compute  the  days  of  Heaven,       685 

Since  Michael  and  his  Pow'rs  went  forth  to  tame 

Theie  difobedient :  fore  hath  been  their  fight. 

As  likelieft  was,  when  two  fuch  foes  met  arm'd; 

For  to  themfelves  I  left  them,  and  thou  know'ft. 

Equal  in  their  creation  they  were  formed,  690 

Save  what  fm  hath  impair'd,  which  yet  hath  wrought 

Infenfibly,  for  I  fufpend  their  doom ; 

Whence  in  perpetual  fight  they  needs  mufl  laft 

Endlefs,  and  no  folution  will  be  found  : 

War  wearied  hath  perform 'd  what  war  can  do,      695 

And  to  diforder'd  rage  let  loofe  the  reins. 

With  mountains  as  with  weapons  arm'd,  which  makes 

Wild  work  in  Heav'n,  and  dange'rous  to  the  main. 

Two  days  are  therefore  paft,  the  third  is  thine ; 

Po*  thee  I  have  ordain 'd  it,  and  thus  far  700 

Have  fuffer'd,  that  the  glory  may  be  thine 

Of  ending  this  great  war,  fmce  none  but  Thou 

Can  end  it.     Into  thee  fuch  virtue'  and  grace 

Immenfe  I  have  transfus'd,  that  all  may  know 

In  Heav'n  and  Hell  thy  pow'r  above  compare;      705 

And  this  perverfe  commotion  govern'd  thus. 

To  manifefl  thee  worthiell  to  be  Heir 

Of  all  things,  to  be  Heir  and  to  be  King 

By  facred  undion,  thy  deferved  right. 

Go  then  thou  Mightieft  in  thy  Father's  might,      710 

Afcend  my  chariot,  guide  the  rapid  wheels 

That  Ihake  Heav'n's  bafis,  bring  forth  all  my  war. 

My 
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My  bow  and  thunder,  my  almighty  arms 
Gird  on,  and  fvvord  upon  thy  puifTant  thigh ; 
Purfue  thefe  fons  of  darknefs,  drive  them  out  715 

From  all  Heav'n's  bounds  into  the  utter  deep : 
There  let  them  learn,  as  likes  them,  to  defpife 
God  and  Meffiah  his  anointed  king. 

He  faid,  and  on  his  Son  with  rays  direft 
Shone  full ;  he  all  his  Father  full  exprefs'd  720 

Ineffably  into  his  face  received ; 
And  thus  the  filial  Godhead  anfw'ring  fpake. 

O  Father,  O  Supreme  of  heav'nly  Thrones, 
Firil,  Higheft,  Holieft,  Beft,  thou  always  feek'll 
To  glorify  thy  Son,  I  always  thee,  725 

As  is  mod  jufl ;  this  I  my  glory'  account. 
My  exaltation^  and  my  whole  delight. 
That  thou  in  me  well  pleas'd,  declar'ft  thy  will 
Fulfill'd,  which  to  fulfil  is  all  my  blifs. 
Scepter  and  pow'r,  thy  giving,  I  affume,  730 

And  gladlier  fhall  refign,  when  in  the  end 
Thou  ihalt  be  all  in  all,  and  I  in  thee 
For  ever,  and  in  me  all  whom  thou  lov'il : 
But  whom  thou  hat'ft,  I  hate,  and  can  put  on 
Thy  terrors,  as  I  put  thy  mildnefs  on,  735 

Image  of  thee  in  all  things ;  and  fhall  foon, 
Arm'd  with  thy  might,  rid  Heav'n  of  thefe  rebell'd. 
To  their  prepar'd  ill  manfion  driven  down. 
To  chains  of  darknefs,  and  th'  undying  worm. 
That  from  thy  juft  obedience  could  revolt,  7^0 

Whom  to  obey  is  happinefs  entire. 
Then  fhall  thy  Saints  unmix'd,  and  from  th'  impure 
O  3  Far 
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Far  feparate,  circling  thy  holy  mount 

Unfeigned  Halleluiahs  to  thee  fmg. 

Hymns  of  high  praife,  and  I  among  them  chief.     745 

So  faid,  he  o'er  his  fcepter  bowing,  rofe 
From  the  right  hand  of  glory  where  he  fat ; 
And  the  third  facred  morn  began  to  fhine,  [found 

Dawning  through  Heav'n:  forth  ruih'd  with  whirlwind 
The  chariot  of  paternal  Deity,  750 

Flalhing  thick  flames,  wheel  within  wheel  undrawn, 
Itfelf  inftind  with  Spirit,  but  convoy 'd 
By  four  Cherubic  fhapes ;  four  faces  each 
Had  wondrous ;  as  with  ftars  their  bodies  all 
i^nd  wings  were  fet  with  eyes,  with  eyes  the  wheels 
Of  beril,  and  carreering  fires  between; 
Over  their  heads  a  cryftal  firmament. 
Whereon  a  faphir  throne,  inlaid  with  pure 
Amber,  and  colors  of  the  fhow'ry  arch. 
He  in  celellial  panoply  all  arm*d  760 

Of  radiant  Urim,  work  divinely  wrought, 
Afcended ;  at  his  right  hand  viftory 
Sat  eagle-wing'd;  befide  him  hung  his  bow 
And  quiver  with  three-bolted  thunder  Ilor'd, 
And  from  about  him  fierce  efFufion  roll'd  765 

Of  fmoke  and  bickering  flame  and  fparkles  dire : 
Attended  with  ten  thoufand  thoufand  Saints, 
He  onward  came,  far  off  his  coming  fhone ; 
And  twenty  thoufand  (I  their  number  heard) 
Chariots  of  God,  half  on  each  hand  were  leen:       770 
He  on  the  wings  of  Cherub  rode  fublime 
On  the  cryilallin  iky,  in  faphir  thron'd, 

Illuilrious 
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Illuftrious  far  and  wide,  but  by  his  own 

Firll  feen;  them  unexpeded  joy  furprisM, 

When  the  great  enfign  of  Mefliah  blaz'd  775 

Aloft  by  Angels  borne,  his  fign  in  Heaven ; 

Under  whofe  condud  Michael  foon  reduc'd 

His  army,  circumfus'd  on  either  wing. 

Under  their  Head  im bodied  all  in  one. 

Before  him  pow'r  divine  his  way  prepar'd;  780 

At  his  command  th'  uprooted  hills  retir'd 

Each  to  his  place ;  they  heard  his  voice,  and  went 

Obfequious ;  Heav'n  his  wonted  face  renew 'd. 

And  with  frefh  flow'rets  hill  and  valley  fmil'd. 

This  faw  his  haplefs  foes,  but  flood  obdur'd,  785 

And  to  rebellious  fight  rallied  their  Powers 

Infenfate,  hope  conceiving  from  defpair. 

In  heav'nly  Spi'rits  could  fuch  perverfenefs  dwell  ? 

But  to  convince  the  proud  what  figns  avail. 

Or  wonders  move  th'  obdurate  to  relent  ?  790 

They  harden'd  more  by  what  might  moil  reclame. 

Grieving  to  fee  his  glory,  at  the  fight 

Took  envy;  and  afpiring  to  his  highth. 

Stood  reimbattel'd  fierce,  by  force  or  fraud 

Weening  to  profper,  and  at  length  prevail  795 

Againft  God  and  MefTiah,  or  to  fall 

In  univerfal  ruin  lail ;  and  now 

To  final  battel  drew,  difdaining  flight. 

Or  faint  retreat ;  when  the  great  Son  of  God 

To  all  his  hofl:  on  either  hand  thus  fpake.  Soo 

Stand  fHll  in  bright  array,  ye  Saints,  here  fland 
Ye  Angels  arm'd,  this  day  from  battel  reft  j 

O  4  Faithful 
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Faithful  hath  been  your  warfare,  and  of  God 

Accepted,  fearlefs  in  his  righteous  caufe. 

And  as  ye  have  receiv'd,  fo  have  ye  done  805 

Invincibly ;  but  of  this  curfed  crew 

The  punifhment  to  other  hand  belongs ; 

Vengeance  is  his,  or  whofe  he  fole  appoints : 

Number  to  this  day's  work  is  not  ordain 'd 

Nor  multitude ;  ftand  only  and  behold  810 

God's  indignation  on  thefe  Godlefs  pour'd 

By  me;  not  you  but  me  they  have  defpis'd. 

Yet  envied ;  againil  me  is  all  their  rage, 

Becaufe  the  Father,  t'  whom  in  Heav'n  fupreme 

.Kingdom  and  pow'r  and  glory  appertains,  815 

Hath  honor 'd  me  according  to  his  will. 

Therefore  to  me  their  doom  he  hath  aflign'd  ; 

That  they  may  have  their  wifh,  to  try  with  me 

In  battel  which  the  ftronger  proves,  they  all. 

Or  I  alone  againil:  them,  fmce  by  ilrength  820 

They  meafure  all,  of  other  excellence 

Not  emulous,  nor  care  who  them  excels ; 

Nor  other  Urife  with  them  do  1  vouchfafe. 

So  fpake  the  Son,  and  into  terror  chang'd 
His  count'nance  too  fevere  to  be  beheld,  825 

And  full  of  wrath  bent  on  his  enemies. 
At  once  the  Four  fpread  out  their  Harry  wings 
With  dreadful  fhade  contiguous,  and  the  orbs 
Of  his  fierce  chariot  roll'd,  as  with  the  found 
Of  torrent  floods,  or  of  a  numerous  hoft.  830 

He  on  his  impious  foes  right  onward  drove. 
Gloomy  as  night;  under  his  burning  wheels 

The 
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The  ftedfaft  empyrean  ihook  throughout. 

All  but  the  throne  itfelf  of  God.     Full  foon 

Among  them  he  arriv'd,  in  his  right  hand 

Gralping  ten  thoufand  thunders,  which  he  fent 

Before  him,  fuch  as  in  their  fouls  infix'd 

Plagues;  they  aftoniili'd  all  refiilance  loft. 

All  courage;  down  their  idle  weapons  dropt; 

O'er  fhields  and  helms  and  helmed  heads  he  rode  840 

Of  Thrones  and  mighty  Seraphim  proftrate. 

That  wifh'd  the  mountains  now  might  be  again 

Thrown  on  them  as  a  fhelter  from  his  ire. 

Nor  lefs  on  either  fide  tempeftuous  fell 

His  arrows,  from  the  fourfold -vifag'd  Four  845 

DilHnft  with  eye?,  and  from  the  living  wheels 

Diftindl  alike  with  multitude  of  eyes ; 

One  Spirit  in  them  rul'd,  and  every  eye 

Glar'd  lightning,  and  (hot  forth  pernicious  fire 

Among  th*  accursM,that  wither'd  all  their  ftrength,  850 

And  of  their  wonted  vigor  left  them  drain'd, 

Exhaufted,  fpiritlefs,  afRicled,  fall'n. 

Yet  half  his  ftrength  he  put  not  forth,  but  check'd 

His  thunder  in  mid  voly ;  for  he  meant 

Not  to  deftroy,  but  root  them  out  of  Heaven  :        855 

The  overthrown  he  rais'd,  and  as  a  herd 

Of  goats  or  timorous  flock  together  throng'd 

Drove  them  before  him  thunder-ftruck,  purfued 

With  terrors  and  with  furies  to  the  bounds 

And  cryftal  wall  of  Heaven,  which  opening  wide,   860 

Roll'd  inward,  and  a  fpacious  gap  difclos'd 

Into  the  wafteful  deep ;  the  monftrous  fight 

Struck 
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Struck  them  with  horror  backward,  but  far  worfe 
Urg*d  them  behind ;  headlong  themfelves  they  threw 
Down  from  the  verge  of  Heav'n;  eternal  wrath     865 
Burnt  after  them  to  the  bottomlefs  pit. 

Hell  heard  th'  unfufFerable  noife.  Hell  faw 
Heav'n  ruining  from  Heaven,  and  would  have  fled 
Affrighted  ;  but  ftrift  fate  had  call  too  deep 
Her  dark  foundations,  and  too  fall  had  bound.        870 
Nine  days  they  fell ;  confounded  Chaos  roar'd. 
And  felt  tenfold  confufion  in  their  fall 
Through  his  wild  anarchy,  fo  huge  a  rout 
Incumbered  him  with  ruin  :  Hell  at  laft 
Yawning  receiv'd  them  whole,  and  on  them  closed ; 
Hell  their  fit  habitation  fraught  with  fire 
Unquenchable,  the  houfe  of  woe  and  pain. 
Difburden'd  Heav'n  rejoic'd,  and  foon  repair 'd 
Her  mural  breach,  returning  whence  it  roll'd. 
Sole  vidlor  from  th'  expulfion  of  his  foes  880 

MefTiah  his  triumphal  chariot  turn'd  : 
To  meet  him  all  his  faints,  who  filent  flood 
Eye-witnefTes  of  his  almighty  adls. 
With  jubilee  advanc'd ;  and  as  they  went. 
Shaded  with  branching  palm,  each  order  bright,    883 
Sung  triumph,  and  him  fung  vidlorious  King, 
Son,  Heir,  and  Lord,  to  him  dominion  given, 
Worthieft  to  reign :  he  celebrated  rode 
Triumphant  through  mid  Heav'n,  into  the  courts 
And  temple  of  his  mighty  Father  thron'd  890 

On  high  ;  who  into  glory  him  receiv'd. 
Where  now  he  fits  at  the  right  hand  of  blifs. 

Thus 
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Thus  meafuring  things  in  Heav'n  by  things  on  Earth, 
At  thy  requeft,  and  that  thou  may'lt  beware 
By  what  is  paft,  to  thee  I  have  reveal'd  895 

What  might  have  elfe  to  human  race  been  hid ; 
The  difcord  which  befel,  and  war  in  Heaven 
Among  th'  Angelic  Pow'rs,  and  the  deep  fall 
Of  thofe  too  high  afpiring,  who  rebell'd 
With  Satan ;  he  who  envies  now  thy  ftate,  900 

Who  now  is  plotting  how  he  may  feduce 
Thee  alfo  from  obedience,  that  with  him 
Bereav'd  of  happinefs  thou  may'll  partake 
His  punifhment,  eternal  mifery  ; 
Which  would  be  all  his  folace  and  revenge,  905 

As  a  defpite  done  againft  the  mod  High, 
Thee  once  to  gain  companion  of  his  woe. 
But  liften  not  to  his  temptations,  warn 
Thy  weaker ;  let  it  profit  thee  to'  have  heard 
By  terrible  example  the  reward  910 

Of  difobedience ;  firm  they  might  have  flood. 
Yet  fell ;  remember,  and  fear  to  tranfgrefs. 
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THE     ARGUMENT. 

Raphael  at  the  requefl  of  Adam  relates  how  and  where- 
fore this  world  was  £rfl  created ;  that  God,  after  the 
expelKng  of  Satan  and  his  Angels  out  of  Heaven, 
declared  his  pleafure  to  create  another  world  and 
other  creatures  to  dwell  therein;  fends  his  Son  with 
glory  and  attendance  of  Angels  to  perform  the  work 
of  creation  in  fix  days :  the  Angels  celebrate  with 
hymns  the  performance  thereof,  and  his  reafcenfion 
into  Heaven. 
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DESCEND  from  Heav*n,  Urania,  by  that  name 
If  rightly  thou  art  call'd,  whofe  voice  divine 
Following,  above  th'  Olympian  hill  I  foar. 
Above  the  flight  of  Pegafean  wing. 
The  meaning,  not  the  name  I  call :  for  thou  -5 

Nor  of  the  Mufes  nine,  nor  on  the  top 
Of  old  Olympus  dwell'ft,  but  heav'nly  born. 
Before  the  hills  appear'd,  or  fountain  flovv'd. 
Thou  with  eternal  Wifdom  didft  converfe, 
Wifdom  thy  fifter,  and  vyith  her  didft  play  I  q 

In  prefence  of  th'  almighty  Father,  pleas'd 
With  thy  celeflial  fong.     Up  led  by  thee 
Into  the  Heav*n  of  Heav'ns  I  have  prefum'd. 
An  earthly  gueft,  and  drawn  empyreal  air. 
Thy  temp'ring;  with  like  fafety  guided  down  i^ 

Return  me  to  my  native  element : 
Left  from  this  flying  fteed  unrein'd,  (as  once 
Bellerophon,  though  from  a  lower  clime) 
Difmounted,  on  th'  Aleian  field  I  fall 
Erroneous  there  to  wander  and  forlorn.  20 

Half  yet  remains  unfung,  but  narrower  bound 
Within  the  vifible  diurnal  fphere ; 

Standing 
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Standing  on  earth,  not  rapt  above  the  pole. 

More  fafe  I  fing  with  mortal  voice,  unchang'd 

To  hoarfe  or  mute,  though  fall'n  on  evil  days,         25 

On  evil  days  though  falFn,  and  evil  tongues ; 

In  darknefs,  and  with  dangers  compafs'd  round. 

And  foUtude  ;  yet  not  alone,  while  thou 

Vifit'ft  my  llumbers  nightly,  or  when  morn 

Purples  the  eaft :  ftill  govern  thou  my  fong,  30 

Urania,  and  fit  audience  find,  though  few. 

But  drive  far  off  the  barbarous  diffonance 

Of  Bacchus  and  his  revelers,  the  race 

Of  that  wild  rout  that  tore  the  Thracian  bard 

In  Rhodope,  where  woods  and  rocks  had  ears  35 

To  rapture,  till  the  favage  clamor  drown 'd 

Both  harp  and  voice ;  nor  could  the  Mufe  defend 

Her  fon.     So  fail  not  thou,  who  thee  implores  : 

For  thou  art  heav'nly,  Ihe  an  empty  dream. 

Say  Goddefs,  what  enfaed  when  Raphael,  40 

The  affable  Arch- Angel,  had  forevvarn'd 
Adam  by  dire  example  to  beware 
Apoftafy,  by  what  befel  in  Keaven 
To  thofe  apoftates,  left  the  like  befat 
Ih  Paradife  to  Adam  or  his  race,  45 

Charg'd  not  to  touch  the  interdifted  tree, 
If  they  tranfgrefs,  and  flight  that  fole  command. 
So  eafily  obey*d  amid  the  choice 
Of  all  taftes  elfe  to  pleafe  their  appetite. 
Though  wand'ring.      He  with  his  conforted  Eve    50 
The  ftory  heard  attentive,  and  was  fill'd 
With  admiration  and  deep  raufe,  to  hear 

Of 
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Of  things  fo  hign  and  ftrange,  things  to  their  thought 

So  unimaginable  as  hate  in  Heaven, 

And  war  fo  near  the  peace  of  God  in  blifs  55 

With  fuch  confufion :  but  the  evil  foon 

Driv'n  back  redounded  as  a  flood  on  thofe 

From  whom  it  fprung,  impoflible  to  mix 

With  bleflednefs.     Whence  Adam  foon  repeal 'd 

The  doubts  that  in  his  heart  arofe :  and  now  60 

Led  on,  yet  finlefs,  with  defire  to  know 

V/hat  nearer  might  concern  him,  how  this  world 

Of  Heav'n  and  Earth  confpicuous  firil  began. 

When,  and  whereof  created,  for  what  caufe. 

What  within  Eden  or  without  was  done  65 

Before  his  memory,  as  one  whofe  drouth 

Yet  fcarce  allay'd  ftill  eyes  the  current  Ilream, 

Whofe  liquid  murmur  heard  new  thirft  excites. 

Proceeded  thus  to  alk  his  heav'nly  gueft. 

Great  things,  and  full  of  wonder  in  our  ears,        70 
Far  diiFering  from  this  world,  thou  haft  reveal'd. 
Divine  interpreter,  by  favor  fent 
Down  from  the  empyrean  to  forewarn 
Us  timely'  of  what  might  elfe  have  been  our  lofs. 
Unknown,  which  human  knowledge  could  not  reach  : 
For  which  to  th'  infinitely  Good  we  owe 
Immortal  thanks,  and 'his  admonifhment 
Receive  with  folemn  purpofe  to  obferve 
Immutably  his  fovran  will,  the  end 
Of  what  we  are.     But  fmce  thou  haft  vouchfaf'd     80 
Gently  for  our  inftrudion  to  impart 
Things  above  earthly  thought,  which  yet  concern'd 

Vol.  X.  P  Our 
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Our  knowing,  as  to  highell  wifdom  TeemM, 
Deign  to  defcend  now  lower,  and  relate 
What  may  no  lefs  perhaps  avail  us  known,  S^ 

How  firll  began  this  Heav'n  which  we  behold 
Diftant  fo  high,  with  moving  fires  adorn'd 
Innumerable,  and  this  which  yields  or  fills 
All  fpace,  the  ambient  air  wide  inter fus'd 
Embracing  round  this  florid  earth,  what  caufe  go 

Mov'd  the  Creator  in  his  holy  xeil 
Through  all  eternity  fo  late  to  build 
In  Chaos,  and  the  work  begun,  how  foon 
Abfolv'd,  if  unforbid  thou  may'H  unfold 
What  we  not  to  explore  the  fecrets  aik  95 

Of  his  eternal  empire,  but  the  nvore 
To  magnify  his  works,  the  more  we  know. 
And  the  great  light  of  day  }'et  wants  to  run 
Much  of  his  ya££  though  fteep ;  fafpenfe  in  Kearven, 
Held  by  thy  voice,  ihy  potent  voice,  he  hears,        100 
And  longer  Tvill  delay  to  hear  thee  tell 
His  generation,  and  the  rifing  birth 
Of  Nature  from  the  unapparent  deep  : 
Or  if  the  ftar  of  evening  and  the  moon 
Hafte  to  thy  audience,  night  with  her  will  bring     105 
Silence,  and  fleep  lilVning  to  thee  will  w^tch. 
Or  we  can  bid  his  abfence,  till  thy  fong 
End,  and  difmifs  thee  ere  the  morning  fliine. 
Thus  Adam  his  illuftrious  guell  befbught : 
And  thus  the  Godlike  Angel  anfwer'd  mild.  no 

This  alfo  thy  requeil  with  caution  alk'd 
Obtain  :  though  to  recount  almighty  works 

What 
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What  words  or  tongue  of  Seraph  can  fufEcei 

Or  heart  of  man  fuffice  to  comprehend  ? 

Yet  what  thou  canfl:  attain,  which  beft  may  ferve   115 

To  glorify  the  Maker,  and  infer 

Thee  alfo  happier,  Ihall  not  be  withheld 

Thy  hearing :  fuch  commifTion  from  above 

I  have  receiv'dj  to  anfwer  thy  defire 

Of  knowledge  within  bounds ;  beyond  abftain         120 

To  aflc,  nor  let  thine  own  invention  hope 

Things  not  reveal 'd,  which  th'  invifible  King-, 

Only  omnifcient,  h^th  fupprefs'd  in  night. 

To  none  communicable  in  Earth  or  Heaven ; 

Enough  is  left  befides  to  fearch  and  know.  1 25 

But  knowledge  is  as  food,  and  needs  no  lefs 

Her  temp'rance  over  appetitei  to  know 

In  meafure  what  the  mind  may  well  contain ; 

Opprefles  elfe  with  furfeit,  and  foon  turns 

Wifdom  to  folly',  as  nourifhment  to  wind.  13® 

Know  then,  that  after  Lucifer  from  Heaven 
(So  call  him,  brighter  once  amidft  the  hofi: 
Of  Angels>  than  that  ftar  the  ftar?  among) 
Fell  with  his  flaming  legions  through  the  deep 
Into  his  place,  and  the  great  Son  return'd  135 

Viftorious  with  his  Saints,  th'  omnipotent 
Eternal  Father  from  his  throne  beheld 
Their  multitude,  and  to  his  Son  thus  fpake. 

At  leaft  our  envious  foe  hath  faii'd,  who  thought 
All  like  himfelf  rebellious,  by  whofe  aid  140 

This  inaccefTible  high  ftrength,  the  feat 
Of  deity  fupreme,  us  difpoffefs'd, 

P  2  He 


212  PARADISE    LOST.        Book  VII. 

He  trufted  to  have  feiz'd,  and  into  fraud 

Drew  many,  whom  their  place  knows  here  no  more ; 

Yet  far  the  greater  part  have  kept,  I  fee  145 

Their  ftation,  Heav'n  yet  populous  retains 

Number  fufficient  to  poflfefs  her  realms 

Though  wide,  and  this  high  temple  to  frequent 

With  minilleries  due  and  folemn  rites : 

But  left  his  heart  exalt  him  in  the  harm  150 

Already  done,  to  have  difpeopled  Heav'n, 

My  damage  fondly  deem'd,  I  can  repair 

That  detriment,  if  fuch  it  be  to  lofe 

Self-loft,  and  in  a  moment  will  create 

Another  world,  out  of  one  man  a  race  155 

Of  men  innumerable,  there  to  dwell. 

Not  here,  till  by  degrees  of  merit  rais'd 

They  open  to  themfelves  ^t  length  the  way 

Up  hither,  under  long  obedience  try'd, 

And  Earth  be  chang'd  to  Heav'n,  and  Heav*n  to  Earth, 

One  kiagdom,  joy  and  union  without  end. 

Mean  while  inhabit  lax,  ye  Pow'rs  of  Heaven. 

And  thou  my  Word,  begotten  Son,  by  thee 

This  I  perform,  fpeak  thou,  and  be  it  done  : 

My  overftiadowing  Spi'rit  and  might  with  thee      165 

I  fend  along-;  ride  forth,  and  bid  the  deep 

Within  appointed  bounds  be  Heav'n  and  Earth, 

Boundlefs  the  deep,  becaufe  I  am  who  fill 

Infiflittide,  nor  vacuous  the  fpace. 

Though  i  uncircumfcrib'd  myfelf  retire,  170 

And  put  not  forth  my  goodnefs  which  is  free 

To  ad  or  not,  neceftlty  and  chance 

Approach 
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Approach  not  me,  and  what  I  will  is  fate. 

So  fpake  th'  Almighty,  and  to  what  he  fpake 
His  Word,  the  filial  Godhead,  gave  eiFeft.  175 

Immediate  are  the  adls  of  God,  more  fvvift 
Than  time  or  motion,  but  to  human  ears 
Cannot  without  procefs  of  fpeech  be  told. 
So  told  as  earthly  notion  can  receive. 
Great  triumph  and  rejoicing  was  in  Heaven,  180 

When  fuch  was  heard  declar'd  th'  Almighty's  will ; 
Glory  they  fung  to  the  mod  High,  good-will 
To  future  men,  and  in  their  dwellings  peace : 
Glory  to  him,  whofe  juft  avenging  ire 
Had  driven  out  th'  ungodly  from  his  fight  185 

And  th'  habitations  of  the  jufl;  to  him 
Glory  and  praife,  whofe  wifdom  had  ordain'd 
Good  out  of  evil  to  create,  inftead 
Of  Spi'rits  malign  a  better  race  to  bring 
Into  their  vacant  room,  and  thence  difFufe  190 

His  good  to  worlds  and  ages  infinite. 

So  fang  the  Hierarchies :  Mean  while  the  Son 
On  his  great  expedition  now  appear'd. 
Girt  with  omnipotence,  with  radiance  crown'd 
Of  majefty  divine ;  fapience  and  love  195. 

Immenfe,  and  all  his  Father  in  him  (hone. 
About  his  chariot  numberlefs  were  pour'd 
Cherub  and  Seraph,  Potentates  and  Thrones, 
And  Virtues,  winged  Spi'rits,  and  chariots  wing*d 
From  th'  armoury  of  God,  where  ftand  of  old        2G0 
Myriads  between  two  brazen  mountains  lodg'd 
Againft  a  folemn  day,  harnefs'd  at  hand, 

P  3  Celeftial 
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Celeftial  equipage ;  and  now  came  forth 
Spontaneous,  for  within  them  Spirit  liv'd. 
Attendant  on  their  Lord  :  Heav'n  open'd  wide      205 
Her  ever  during  gates,  harmonious  found 
On  golden  hinges  moving,  to  let  forth 
The  King  of  Glory  in  his  pow'rful  Word 
And  Spirit  coming  to  create  new  worlds. 
On  heav'nly  ground  they  ftood,  and  from  the  fhore  210 
They  view'd  the  vaft  immeafurable  abyfs 
Outrageous  as  a  fea,  dark,  wafteful,  wild. 
Up  from  the  bottom  turn'd  by  furious  winds 
And  furging  waves,  as  mountains,  to  aflhult 
Heav'n*s  highth,  and  with  the  center  mix  the  pole. 
Silence,  ye  troubled  waves,  and  thou  deep,  peace, 
Said  then  th'  omnific  Word,  your  difcord  end : 
Nor  ftay'd,  but  on  the  wings  of  Cherubim 
Uplifted,  in  paternal  glory  rode 

Ear  into  Chaos,  and  the  world  unborn ;  220 

For  Chaos  heard  his  voice  :  him  all  his  train 
FolIowM  in  bright  proceffion  to  behold 
Creation,  and  the  wonders  of  his  might. 
Then  ftay'd  the  fervid  wheels,  and  in  his  hand 
He  took  the  golden  compaffes,  prepar'd  225 

In  God's  eternal  ftore,  to  circumfcribe 
This  univerfe,  and  all  created  things : 
One  foot  he  center'd,  and  the  other  turn'd 
Round  through  the  vail  profundity  obfcure. 
And  faid.  Thus  far  extend,  thus  far  thy  bounds,     230 
This  be  thy  juft  circumference,  O  world. 
7'hus  God  the  Heav'n  created,  thus  the  Earth, 

4  Matter 
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Matter  unform'dand  void  :  Darknefs  profound 

Cover'd  th'  abyfs:  but  on  the  watry  calm 

His  brooding  wings  the  Spirit  of  God  outfpread,      235 

And  vital  virtue*  infusM,  and  vital  warmth 

Throughout  the  fluid  mafs,  but  downward  purg'd 

The  black  tartareous  cold  infernal  dregs 

Adverfe  to  life :  then  founded,  then  conglob'd 

Like  things  to  like,  the  relt  to  feveral  place  240 

Difparted,  and  between  fpun  out  the  air. 

And  Earth  felf-balanc'd  on  her  center  hung. 

Let  there  be  light,  faid  God,  and  forthwith  light 
Ethereal,  firfl  of  things,  quinteflence  pure 
Sprung  from  the  deep,  and  from  her  native  eaft     245 
To  journey  through  the  aery  gloom  began, 
Spher'd  in  a  radiant  cloud,  for  yet  the  fun 
Was  not;  Ihe  in  a  cloudy  tabernacle 
Sojourn'd  the  while,     God  faw  the  light  was  good  ; 
And  light  from  darknefs  by  the  hemifphere  250- 

Divided  :  light  the  day,  and  darknefs  night 
He  namM,     Thus  was  the  firft  day  ev'h  and  morn : 
Nor  part  uncelebrated,  nor  unfung 
By  the  celelHal  quires,  when  orient  light 
Exhaling  firft  from  darknefs  they  beheld;  255 

Birth-day  of  Heav'n  and  Earth;  with  joy  and  Ihout 
The  hollow  univerfal  orb  they  fill'd. 
And  touch'd  their  golden  harps,  and  hymning  prais'd 
God  and  his  works.  Creator  him  they  fung. 
Both  when  firft  evening  was,  and  when  firft  morn.    260 

Again,  God  faid,  Let  there  be  firmament 
Amid  the  waters,  and  let  it  divide 

P  4  The 
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The  waters  from  the  waters :  and  God  made 

The  firmament,  expanfe  of  liquid,  pure, 

Tranfparent,  elemental  air,  difFus'd  265 

In  circuit  to  the  uttermoft  convex 

Of  this  great  round :  partition  firm  and  furc. 

The  waters  underneath  from  thofe  above 

Dividing ;  for  as  earth,  fo  he  the  world 

Built  on  circumfluous  waters  calm,  in  wide  270 

Chryftallin  ocean,  and  the  loud  mifrule 

Of  Chaos  far  remov'd,  lefl  fierce  extremes 

Contiguous  might  dillemper  the  whole  frame  : 

And  Heav'n  he  nam'd  the  firmament :  So  even 

And  morning  chorus  fung  the  fecond  day.  275 

The  earth  was  form'd,  but  in  the  womb  as  yet 
Of  waters,  embryon  immature  involv'd, 
Appear'd  not :  over  all  the  face  of  earth 
Main  ocean  flow'd,  not  idle,  but  with  warm 
Prohfic  humor  foft'ning  all  her  globe,  280 

Fermented  the  great  mother  to  conceive. 
Satiate  with  genial  mojflure,  when  God  faid. 
Be  gather'd  now  ye  waters  under  Heaven 
Into  one  place,  and  let  dry  land  appear. 
Immediately  the  mountains  huge  appear  285 

Emergent,  and  their  broad  bare  backs  upheave 
Into  the  clouds,  their  tops  afcend  the  fky  : 
So  high  as  heay'd  the  tumid  hills,  fo  low 
Down  funk  a  hollow  bottom  broad  and  deep. 
Capacious  bed  cf  waters  :  thither  they  290 

Hailed  with  glad  precipitance,  uproll'd 
As  drops  on  duU  conglobing  from  the  dry ; 

Part 
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Part  rife  in  cryftal  wall,  or  ridge  diredl. 

For  hafte ;  fuch  flight  the  great  command  imprefs*d 

On  the  fwift  floods :  as  armies  at  the  call  295 

Of  trumpet  (for  of  armies  thou  haft  heard) 

Troop  to  their  ftandard,  fo  the  watry  throng. 

Wave  rolling  after  wave,  where  way  they  found. 

If  fteep,  with  torrent  rapture,  if  through  plain, 

Spft-ebbing  ;  nor  withftood  them  rock  or  hill,        300 

But  they,  or  under  ground,  or  circuit  wide 

With  ferpent  error  wand'ring,  found  their  way. 

And  on  the  wafliy  oofe  deep  channels  wore ; 

Eafy,  ere  God  had  bid  the  ground  be  dry. 

All  but  within  thofe  banks,  where  rivers  now  305 

Stream,  and  perpetual  draw  their  humid  train. 

The  dry  land,  earth,  and  the  great  receptacle 

Of  congregated  waters  he  call'd  feas  : 

And  faw  that  it  was  good,  and  faid.  Let  th*  earth 

Put  forth  the  verdant  grafs,  herb  yielding  feed,      310 

And  fruit-tree  yielding  fruit  after  her  kind, 

Whofe  feed  is  in  herfelf  upon  the  earth. 

He  fcarce  had  faid,  when  the  bare  earth,  till  then 

Defert  and  bare,  unfightly,  unadorn'd. 

Brought  forth  the  tender  grafs,  whofe  verdure  clad  315 

Her  univerfal  face  v.  ith  pleafant  green : 

Then  herbs  of  every  leaf,  that  fudden  flow'r'd 

Opening  their  various  colors,  and  made  gay 

Her  bofom  fuelling  fweet :  and  thefe  fcarce  blown. 

Forth  floriih'd  thick  the  cluftring  vine,  forth  crept  320 

The  fmelling  gourd,  up  flood  die  corny  reed 

Imbattel'd  Li  her  field,  and  th*  humble  fhrub. 

And 
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And  bufn  with  frizled  hair  implicit:  lall 
Rofe  as  in  dance  the  ftately  trees,  and  fpread 
Their  branches  hung  with  copious  fruit,  or  gemm'd 
Their  blofToms :  with  high  woods  the  hills  were  crownM, 
With  tufts  the  valleys,  and  each  fountain  fide. 
With  borders  long  the  rivers :  that  earth  now 
Seem'dlike  to  Heaven,  a  feat  where  Gods  might  dwell. 
Or  wander  with  delight,  and  love  to  haunt  330 

Her  facred  Ihades ;  though  God  had  yet  not  rain'd 
Upon  the  earth,  and  man  to  till  the  ground 
None  was,  but  from  the  earth  a  dewy  mift 
Went  up  and  water'd  all  the  ground,  and  each 
Plant  of  the  field,  which  ere  it  was  in  th'  earth      ^^^ 
God  made,  and  every  herb,  before  it  grew 
On  the  green  Hem ;  God  faw  that  it  was  good : 
So  ev'n  and  morn  recorded  the  third  day. 

Again  th'  Almighty  fpake.  Let  there  be  lights 
High  in  th'  expanfe  of  Heaven,  to  divide  340- 

The  day  from  night ;  and  let  them  be  for  ITgns, 
For  feafons,  and  for  days,  and  circling  years. 
And  let  them  be  for  lights  as  I  ordain 
Their  office  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven 
To  give  light  on  the  earth  ;  and  it  was  fo.  345 

And  God  made  two  great  lights,  great  for  their  ufe 
To  Man,  the  greater  to  have  rule  by  day. 
The  lefs  by  night  altern ;  and  made  the  ftars. 
And  fet  them  in  the  firmament  of  Heaven 
To'  illuminate  the  earth,  and  rule  the  day  35-0 

In  their  viciiTitude,  and  rule  the  night. 
And  light  from  darknefs  to  divide.     God  faw. 

Surveying 
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Surveying  his  great  work,  that  it  was  good : 

For  of  celeftial  bodies  firfl:  the  fun. 

A  mighty  fphere  he  framM,  unlightfome  firft,        35  j 

Though  of  ethereal  mold  :  then  formed  the  moon 

Globofe,  and  every  magnitude  of  liars. 

And  fow'd  with  liars  the  Heaven  thick  as  a  field : 

Of  light  by  far  the  greater  part  he  took, 

Tranlj^lanted  from  her  cloudy  Ihrine,  and  plac'd     36^ 

In  the  fun*s  orb,  made  porous  to  receive 

And  drink  the  liquid  light,  firm  to  retain 

Her  gather'd  beams,  great  palace  now  of  light. 

Hither  as  to  their  fountain  other  ftars 

Repairing,  in  their  golden  urns  draw  light,  365" 

And  hence  the  morning  planet  gilds  her  horns ; 

By  tin6lure  or  refleftion  they  augment 

Their  fmall  peculiar,  though  from  human  fight 

So  fer  remote,  with  diminution  feen. 

Firll  in  his  eafl  the  glorious  lamp  was  feen,  ^jo 

Regent  of  day,  and  all  th*  horizon  round 

Inverted  with  bright  rays,  jocund  to  run 

His  longitude  through  Heav'n's  high  road ;  the  gray 

Dawn,  and  the  Pleiades  before  him  danc'd 

Shedding  fweet  influence:  iefs  bright  the  moon      375 

But  oppofit  in  level'd  well  was  fet 

His  mirror,  with  full  face  borrowing  her  light 

From  him,  for  other  light  ihe  needed  none 

In  that  afpeft,  and  Hill  that  dillance  keeps 

Till  night,  then  in  the  eafl  her  turn  fhe  Ihines,       380= 

Revolv'd  on  Heav'n's  great  axle,  and  her  reign 

With  thoufand  leiTer  lights  dividual  holds. 

With 
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With  thoufand  thoufand  flars,  that  then  appear 'd 
Spangling  the  hemifphere  :  then  firft  adorn'd 
With  their  bright  luminaries  that  fet  and  rofe,        385 
Glad  evening  and  glad  morn  crown 'd  the  fourth  day. 

And  God  faid.  Let  the  waters  generate 
Reptil  with  fpawn  abundant,  living  foul : 
And  let  fowl  fly  above  the  earth,  with  wings 
Difplay'd  on  the'  open  firmament  of  Heaven.         390 
And  God  created  the  great  whales,  and  each 
Soul  living,  each  that  crept,  which  plenteoufly 
The  waters  generated  by  their  kinds. 
And  every  bird  of  wing  after  his  kind ; 
And  faw  that  it  was  good,  and  blefs'd  them,  faying. 
Be  fruitful,  multiply,  and  in  the  feas 
And  lakes  and  running  ftreams  the  waters  fill ; 
And  let:the  fowl  be  multiply'd  on  th'  earth. 
Forthwith  the  founds  and  feas,  each  creek  and  bay 
With  fry  innumerable  fwarm,  and  ihoals  400 

Of  fifh  that  with  their  fins  and  fhining  fcales 
Glide  under  the  green  wave,  in  fculls  that  oft 
Bank  the  mid  fea :  part  fingle  or  with  mate 
Graze  the  fea  weed  their  pafture,  and  through  groves 
Of  coral  ftray,  or  fporting  with  quick  glance  405 

Show  to  the  fun  their  wav'd  coats  dropt  with  gold. 
Or  in  their  pearly  fhells  at  eafe,  attend 
Moill  nutriment,  or  under  rocks  their  food 
In  jointed  armour  watch  :  on  fmcoth  the  feal. 
And  bended  dolphins  play  :  part  huge  of  bulk       410 
Wallowing  unwieldy',  enormous  in  their  gate 
Tempeil  the  ocean  :  there  leviathan, 

Hugeft 
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Hugeft  of  living  creatures,  on  the  deep 

Stretch'd  like  a  promontory  fleeps  or  fwims 

And  feems  a  moving  land,  and  at  his  gills  415 

Draws  in,  and  at  his  trunk  fpouts  out  a  fea. 

Mean  while  the  tepid  caves,  and  fens  and  fiiores 

Their  brood  as  numerous  hatch,  from  th'  egg  thatfoon 

Burfting  with  kindly  rupture  forth  difclos'd 

Their  callow  young,  but  feather'd  foon  and  fledge  423 

They  fumm'd  their  pens,  and  foaring  th'  air  fubllme 

V/ith  clang  defpis'd  the  ground,  under  a  cloud 

In  profpeft ;  there  the  eagle  and  the  flork 

On  cliffs  and  cedar  tops  their  eyries  build  : 

Part  loofly  wing  the  region,  part  more  wife  425 

In  common,  rang'd  in  figure  wedge  their  v/ay. 

Intelligent  of  feafons,  and  fet  forth 

Their  aery  caravan  high  over  feas 

Flying,  and  over  lands  with  mutual  wing 

Eafmg  their  flight ;  fo  fleers  the  prudent  crane      430 

Her  annual  voyage,  borne  on  winds;  the  air 

Flotes,  as  they  pafs,  fann'd  with  unnumber'd  plumes : 

From  branch  to  branch  the  fmaller  birds  with  fong 

Solac'd  the  woods,  and  fpread  their  painted  wings 

Till  ev'n,  nor  then  the  folemn  nightingale  435 

Ceas'd  warbling,  but  all  night  tun'd  her  foft  lays : 

Others  on  filver  lakes  and  rivers  bath'd 

Their  downy  bread ;  the  fwan  with  arched  neck 

Between  her  white  wings  mantling  proudly,  rows 

Her  flate  with  oary  feet;  yet  oft  they  quit  440 

The  dank,  and  rifmg  on  P.iif  pennons,  tower 

The  mid  aexe;J  iky :  Others  on  ground 

Walk'd 
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Walk*d  firm ;  the  crefted  cock  whofe  clarion  founds 
The  filent  hours,  and  th'  other  whofe  gay  train 
Adorns  him,  color' d  with  the  florid  hue  445 

Of  rainbows  and  ftarry'  eyes.     The  waters  thus 
With  fiih  replenilh'd,  and  the  air  with  fowl. 
Evening  and  morn  folemniz'd  the  fifth  day. 

The  fixth,  and  of  creation  laft  arofe 
With  evening  harps  and  matin,  when  God  faid)     45© 
Let  th'  earth  bring  forth  foul  living  in  her  kind. 
Cattle  and  creeping  ihings,  and  beaft  of  th'  earth. 
Each  in  their  kind.     The  earth  obey'dj  and  ftrait 
Opening  her  fertil  womb  teem'd  at  a  birth 
Innumerous  living  creatures,  perfect  forms,  455 

Limb'd  and  full  grown  :  out  of  the  ground  up  rofe 
As  from  his  lair  the  wild  beaft  where  he  wons 
Jn  foreft  wild,  in  thicket,  brake,  or  den  ; 
Among  the  trees  in  pairs  they  rofe,  they  waik'd ; 
The  cattel  in  the  fields  and  meadows  green  :  46© 

Thofe  rare  and  folitary,  thefe  in  flocks 
Pafturing  at  once,  and  in  broad  herds  upfprung; 
The  graffy  clods  now  ealv'd,  now  half  appeared 
The  tawny  lion,  pawing  to  get  free 
His  hinder  parts,  then  fprings  as  broke  from  bondsj 
And  rampant  ihakes  his  brinded  mane  ;  the  ouneCj 
The  libbard,  and  the  tiger,  as  the  mole 
Rifmgj  the  crumbled  earth  above  them  threw 
In  hilloes :  the  fwift  ftag  from  under  ground 
iore  up  his  branching  head :  fcarce  from  his  mold  470 
Behemoth  biggeil  born  of  earth  upheav'd 
His  vaftnefs :  fleec'd  the  flocks  and  bleating  rofe. 

As 
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As  plants :  ambiguous  between  fea  and  land 

The  river-horfe  and  fcaly  crocodile. 

At  once  came  forth  whatever  creeps  the  ground,  475 

Infeft  or  worm  :  thofe  wav*d  their  limber  fans 

For  wings,  and  froalleft  lineaments  exad 

In  all  the  liveries  deck'd  of  fummer's  pride 

With  fpots  of  gold  and  purple',  azure  and  green  : 

Thefe  as  a  line  their  long  dimenfion  drew,  48?. 

Streaking  the  ground  with  fmuous  trace ;  not  all 

Minims  of  nature  ;  fome  of  ferpent  kind. 

Wondrous  in  length  and  corpulence,  involv'd 

Their  fnaky  folds,  and  added  wings.     Firft  crept 

The  parfimonious  emmet,  provident  48^ 

Of  future,  in  fmall  room  large  heart  inclos'd. 

Pattern  of  juft  equality  perhaps 

Hereafter,  join'd  in  iier  popular  tribes 

Of  commonalty  :  fwarming  next  appear'd 

The  female  bee,  that  feeds  her  hufband  drone        49© 

Delicioufly,  and  builds  her  waxen  cells 

With  honey  ftor'd  :  the  reft  are  numberlefs. 

And  thou  their  natures  know'li,  and  gave  them  names, 

Needlefs  to  thee  repeated ;  nor  unknown 

The  ferpent  fubtlefl  beaft  of  all  the  field,  495 

Of  huge  extent  fometimes,  with  brazen  eyes 

And  hairy  mane  terrific,  though  to  thee 

Not  noxious,  but  obedient  at  thy  call. 

Now  Heav'n  in  all  her  glory  ihone,  and  rolPd 
Her  motions,  as  the  great  Arft  Mover's  hand         500 
Firft  wheel'd  their  courfe  ;  earth  in  her  rich  attire 
Confummate  lovely  fmil'd ;  air,  wat&r,  earili. 

By 
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By  fowl,  fifh,  beaft,  was  flown,  was  fwum,  was  walked 

Frequent ;  and  of  the  fixth  day  yet  remain'd ; 

There  wanted  yet  the  mafter  work,  the  end  505 

Of  all  yet  done ;  a  creature  who  not  prone 

And  brute  as  other  creatures,  but  indued 

With  fandtity  of  reafon,  might  ere6l 

His  flature,  and  upright  with  front  ferene 

Govern  the  reft,  felf- knowing,  and  from  thence     510 

Magnanimous  to  correfpond  with  Heaven, 

But  grateful  to  acknowledge  whence  his  good 

Defcends,  thither  with  heart  and  voice  and  eyes 

Directed  in  devotion,  to  adore 

And  worlhip  God  fupreme,  who  made  him  chief   515 

Of  all  his  works :  therefore  th'  Omnipotent 

Eternal  Father,  (for  where  is  not  he 

Prefent  ?)  thus  to  his  Son  audibly  fpake. 

Let  us  make  now  Man  in  our  image,  Man 
In  our  fimiiitude,  and  let  them  rule  520 

Over  the  filh  and  fowl  of  fea  and  air, 
Beaft  of  the  field,  and  over  all  the  earth. 
And  every  creeping  thing  that  creeps  the  ground. 
This  faid,  he  form'd  thee,  Adam,  thee,  O  Man, 
Duft  of  the  ground,  and  in  thy  noftrils  breath'd      525 
The  breath  of  life  ;  in  his  own  image  he 
Created  thee,  in  the  image  of  God 
Exprefs,  and  thou  becam'll  a  living  foul. 
Male  he  created  thee,  but  thy  confort 
Female  for  race ;  then  blefs'd  mankind,  and  faid,  530 
Be  fruitful,  m.ukiply,  and  fill  the  earth. 
Subdue  it,  and  throughout  dominion  held 

Over 
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Over  fifti  of  the  fea,  and  fowl  of  th'  air. 

And  every  living  thing  that  moves  on  th'  earth. 

Wherever  thus  created,  for  no  place  53; 

Is  yet  diftindt  by  name,  thence>  as  thou  know'ft. 

He  brought  thee  into  this  deUcious  grove. 

This  garden,  planted  uith  the  trees  of  God, 

Delegable  both  to  behold  and  tafte ; 

And  freely  all  their  pleafant  fruit  for  food  540 

Gave  thee ;  all  forts  are  here  that  all  th'  earth  yields. 

Variety  without  end ;  but  of  the  tree. 

Which  tailed  works  knowledge  of  good  and  evil> 

Thou  may'ft  not ;  in  the  day  thou  eat'ft,  thou  dy'ft ; 

Death  is  the  penalty  impos'd,  beware,  545 

And  govern  well  thy  appetite,  left  Sin 

Surprife  thee,  and  her  black  attendant  Death. 

Here  finiih'd  he,  and  all  that  he  had  made 
View'd,  and  behold  all  was  entirely  good; 
So  ev'n  and  morn  accompliih'd  the  fixth  day:       550 
Yet  not  till  the  Creator  from  his  work 
Defifting,  though  unwearied,  up  return'd. 
Up  to  the  Heav'n  of  Heav'ns  his  high  abode* 
Thence  to  behold  this  new  created  world 
Th'  addition  of  his  empire,  how  it  fhow'd  555 

in  profped  from  his  throne,  how  good,  how  fair, 
Anfwering  his  great  idea.     Up  he  rode 
FoUow'd  with  acclamation  and  the  found 
Symphonious  often  thoufand  harps  that  tun'd 
Angelic  harmonies  :  the  earth,  the  air  560 

Refounded,  (thou  remember'ft,  for  thou  heardll) 
The  Heav'ns  and  all  the  conftellations  rung. 

Vol.  X.  Q^  The 
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The  planets  in  their  ftation  lifl'ning  flood. 

While  the  bright  pomp  afcended  jubilant. 

Open,  ye  everlafling  gates,  they  fung,  565 

Open,  ye  Heav'ns,  your  living  doors ;  let  in 

The  great  Creator  from  his  work  returned 

Magnificent,  his  fix  days  work,  a  world ; 

Open,  and  henceforth  oft ;  for  God  v/ill  deign 

To  vifit  oft  the  dwellings  of  jui!  men  570 

Delighted,  and  with  frequent  intercourfe 

Thither  will  fend  his  winged  meffengers 

On  errands  of  fupernal  grace»     So  fung 

The  glorious  train  afcending :  He  through  Heaven. 

That  open'd  wide  her  blazing  portals,  led,  575 

To  God's  eternal  houfe  dire(^  the  way, 

A  broad  and  ample  road,  whofe  dull  is  gold 

And  pavement  ftars,  as  ftars  to  thee  appear. 

Seen  in  the  galaxy,  that  milky  way. 

Which  nightly  as  a  circling  zone  thou  feef!  560 

Povvder'd  with  ftars.     And  now  on  earth  the  fevehth 

Evening  arofe  in  Eden,  for  the  fun 

Was  fet,  and  twilight  from  the  eaft  came  on. 

Forerunning  night ;  when  at  the  holy  mount 

Of  Heav'n's  high  feated  top,  th*  imperial  throne  585 

Of  Godhead,  fix'd  for  ever  firm  and  fure. 

The  filial  Pow'r  arriv'd,  and  fat  him  down 

With  his  great  Father,  for  he  alfo  went 

Invifible,  yet  ftay'd,  (fuch  privilege 

Hath  Omniprefence)  and  the  work  ordain 'd,  590 

Author  and  end  of  all  things,  and  from  work 

Now  refling,  blefs'd  and  hallow  *d  the  fev'nth  day, 

A* 
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As  refting  on  that  day  from  all  his  work. 

But  not  in  filence  holy  kept;  the  harp 

Had  work  and  refted  not,  the  folemn  pipe,  595 

And  dulcimer,  all  organs  of  fweet  ftop, 

All  founds  on  fret  by  ftring  or  golden  wire 

Temper 'd  foft  tunings,  intermix 'd  with  voice 

Choral  or  unifon  :  of  incenfe  clouds 

Fuming  from  golden  cenfers  hid  the  mount.  600 

Creation  and  the  fix  days  ads  they  fung. 

Great  are  thy  works,  Jehovah,  infinite 

Thy  pow'r;  what  thought  can  meafure  thee,  or  tongue 

Relate  thee  ?  greater  now  in  thy  return 

Than  from  the  giant  Angels ;  thee  that  day  605 

Thy  thunders  magnify 'd;  but  to  create 

Is  greater  than  created  to  deftroy. 

Who  can  impair  thee,  mighty  King,  or  bound 

Thy  empire  ?  eafily  the  proud  attempt 

Of  Spi'rits  apoftate  and  their  counfels  vain  610 

Thou  haft  repell'd,  while  impioufly  they  thought 

Thee  to  diminifh,  and  from  thee  withdraw 

The  number  of  thy  worihipers.     Who  feeks 

To  lefTen  thee,  againft  his  purpofe  ferves 

To  manifeft  the  more  thy  might :  liis  evil  615 

Thou  ufeft,  and  from  thence  creat'ft  more  good. 

Witnefs  this  new-made  world,  another  Heaven 

From  Heaven  gate  not  far,  founded  in  view 

On  the  clear  hyaline,  the  glaffy  fea ; 

Of  amplitude  almoft  immenfe,  with  ftars  620 

Numerous,  and  every  ftar  perhaps  a  world 

Of  deftin'd  habitation ;  but  thou  know'ft 

0^2  Their 
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Their  feafons  :  among  thefe  the  feat  of  Men, 
Earth  with  her  nether  ocean  circumfus'd. 
Their  pleafant  dwelling-place.     Thrice  happy  Men, 
And  fons  of  Men,  whom  God  hath  thus  advanc'd. 
Created  in  his  image,  there  to  dwell 
And  worfhip  him,  and  in  reward  to  rule 
Over  his  works,  on  earth,  in  fea,  or  air. 
And  multiply  a  race  of  worfhipers  630 

Holy  and  jufl: :  thrice  happy  if  they  know 
Their  happinefs,  and  perfevere  upright. 
So  fung  they,  and  the  empyrean  rung 
With  halleluiahs :  Thus  was  fabbath  kept. 
And  thy  requeft  think  now  fulfiU'd,  that  afk'd        635 
How  firll  this  world  and  face  of  things  began. 
And  what  before  thy  memory  was  done 
From  the  beginning,  that  pofterity 
Informed  by  thee  might  know;  if  elfe  thou  feek'il 
Ought,  not  furpafling  human  meafure,  fay.  640 
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THE      ARGUMENT. 

Adam  Inqmres  concerning  celeftial  motions,  is  doubt- 
fully anfwer'd,  and  exhorted  to  fearch  rather  things 
more  worthy  of  knowledge  :  Adam  affents ;  and, 
ftill  defirous  to  detain  Raphael,  relates  to  him  what 
he  remember'd  fmce  his  own  creation,  his  placing 
in  Paradife,  his  talk  with  God  concerning  folitude 
and  fit  fociety,  his  iirft  meeting  and  nuptials  with 
Eve,  his  difcourfe  with  the  Angel  thereupon  i  who 
after  admonitions  repeated  departs,. 
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THE  Angel  ended,  and  in  Adam's  ear 
So  charming  left  his  voice,  that  he  a  while 
Thought  him  ftill  fpeaking,  ftill  flood  fix'd  to  hear ; 
Then  as  new  wak'd  thus  gratefully  reply'd. 

What  thanks  fufficient,  or  what  recompence  5 

Equal  have  I  to  render  thee,  divine 
Hiilorian,  who  thus  largely  hafl  allay 'd 
The  thirft  I  had  of  knowledge,  and  vouchfaPd 
This  friendly  condefcenfion  to  relate 
Things  elfe  by  me  unfearchable,  now  heard  10 

With  wonder,  but  delight,  and,  as  is  due. 
With  glory  attributed  to  the  liigh 
Creator  ?  fomething  yet  of  doubt  remains. 
Which  only  thy  folution  can  refolve. 
When  I  behold  this  goodly  frame,  this  world  15 

Of  Heav'n  and  Earth  confifting,  and  compute 
Their  magnitudes,  this  earth,  a  fpot,  a  grain. 
An  atom,  with  the  firmament  compar'd 
And  all  her  number'd  ftars,  that  feem  to  roll 
Spaces  incomprehenfible  (for  fuch  20 

Their  diflance  argues  and  their  fwift  return 
Diurnal)  merely  to  officiate  light 

0^4  Round 
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Round  this  opacous  earth,  this  puncflual  fpot. 

One  day  and  night,  in  all  their  vail  furvey 

Ufelefs  befides ;  realbning  I  oft  admire,  35 

How  nature  wife  and  frugal  could  commit 

Such  difproportions,  with  fuperfluous  hand 

So  many  nobler  bodies  to  create. 

Greater  fo  manifold  to  this  one  ufe. 

For  ought  appears,  and  on  their  orbs  impofe  30 

Such  refllefs  revolution  day  by  day 

Repeated,  while  the  fedentary  earth. 

That  better  might  with  far  lefs  compafs  move, 

Serv'd  by  more  noble  than  herfelf,  attams 

Her  end  without  leafl  motion,  and  receives,  35 

As  ttibute,  fuch  a  fumlefs  journey  brought 

Of  incorporeal  fpeed,  her  warmth  and  light ; 

Speed,  to  defcribe  whofe  fwiftnefs  number  fails. 

So  fpake  our  fire,  and  by  his  count'nance  feem'd 
Entring  on  ftudious  thoughts  abftrufe ;  which  Eve     40 
Perceiving  where  fhe  fat  retir'd  in  fight. 
With  lowlinefs  majellic  from  her  feat. 
And  grace  that  won  who  faw  to  wilh  her  ftay, 
Rofe,  and  went  forth  among  her  fruits  and  flowers. 
To  vifit  how  they  profper'd,  bud  and  bloom,  41^ 

Her  nurfery  ;  they  at  her  coming  fprung. 
And  touch'd  by  her  fair  tendence  gladlier  grew. 
Yet  went  fhe  not,  as  not  with  fuch  difcourfe 
Delighted,  or  not  capable  her  ear 
Of  what  was  high  :  fuch  pleafure  fhe  referv'd,         50 
Adam  relating,  llie  fole  auditrefs  : 
Her  hufband  the  relator  Ihe  preferred 

Before 
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Before  the  Angel,  and  of  him  to  aik 

Chofe  rather ;  he,  ihe  knew,  would  intermix 

Grateful  digrefiions,  and  folve  high  difpute  5$ 

With  conjugal  carefTes  ;  from  his  lip 

Not  words  alone  pleas 'd  her.     O  when  meet  now 

Such  pairs,  in  love  and  mutual  honor  joined  ? 

With  Goddefs-like  demeanour  forth  Ihe  went. 

Not  unattended,  for  on  her  as  queen  60 

A  pomp  of  winning  graces  waited  ftill,' 

And  from  about  her  fhot  darts  of  defire 

Into  all  eyes  to  wifh  her  ftill  in  fight. 

And  Raphael  now  to  Adam's  doubt  propos'd 

benevolent  and  facil  thus  reply 'd.  6^ 

To  afk  or  fearch  I  blame  thee  not,  for  Heaven 
Is  as  the  book  of  God  before  thee  fet. 
Wherein  to  read  his  wondrous  works,  and  learn 
His  feafons,  hours,  or  days,  or  months,  or  years : 
This  to  attain,  v/hether  Heav'n  move  or  Earth,       70 
Imports  not,  if  thou  reckon  right ;  the  reft 
From  Man  or  Angel  the  great  Archite<^ 
Did  Vv'ifely  to  conceal,  and  not  divulge 
His  fecrets  to  be  Icann'd  by  them  who  ought 
Rather  admire;  or,  if  they  lift  to  try  75 

Conjefture,  he  his  fabric  of  the  Heavens 
Hath  left  to  their  difputes,  perhaps  to  move 
His  laughter  at  their  quaint  opinions  wide 
Hereafter,  v.'hen  they  come  to  model- Heaven 
And  calculate  the  ftars,  hov/  they  will  wield  8o' 

The  mighty  frame,  how  build,  unbuild,  contrive 
To  fave  appearances,  how  gird  the  fphere 

With 
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With  centric  and  eccentric  fcribled  o'er. 

Cycle  and  epicycle,  orb  in  orb : 

Already  by  thy  reafoning  this  I  guefs,  85 

Who  art  to  lead  thy  offspring,  and  fuppofeft 

That  bodies  bright  and  greater  fhould  not  ferve 

The  lefs  not  bright,  nor  Heav'n  fuch  journeys  run. 

Earth  fitting  flill,  when  fhe  alone  receives 

The  benefit :  confider  firft,  that  great  90 

Or  bright  infers  not  excellence  :  the  earth 

Though,  in  comparifon  of  Heav'n,  fo  fmall. 

Nor  glift'ring,  may  of  folid  good  contain 

More  plenty  than  the  fun  that  barren  fhines, 

Whofe  virtue  on  itfelf  works  no  efFe<5l,  95 

But  in  the  fruitful  earth  ;  there  firft  receiv'd 

His  beams,  unadlive  elfe,  their  \'igor  find. 

Yet  not  to  earth  are  thofe  bright  luminaries 

Officious,  but  to  thee  earth's  habitant. 

And  for  the  Heav'n's  wide  circuit,  let  it  fpeak       100 

The  Maker's  high  magnificence,  who  built 

So  fpacious,  and  his  line  flretch'd  out  fo  far ; 

That  Man  may  know  he  dwells  not  in  his  own ; 

An  edifice  too  large  for  him  to  fill, 

Lodg'd  in  a  fmall  partition,  and  the  reft  105 

Ordain'd  for  Mks  to  his  Lord  bell  known. 

The  fwiftnefs  of  thofe  circles  attribute. 

Though  numberlefs,  to  his  omnipotence. 

That  to  corporeal  fubftances  could  add 

Speed  almofl  fpiritual;  me  thou  think'ft  not  flow,  1 10 

Who  fmce  the  morning  hour  fet  out  from  Heaven 

\Vhere  God  refides,  and  ere  mid-day  arriv'd 

4  In 
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in  Eden,  diftance  inexpreffible 

By  numbers  that  have  name.     But  this  I  urge. 

Admitting  motion  in  the  Heav'ns,  to  ihow  1 15 

Invalid  that  which  thee  to  doubt  it  mov'd; 

Not  that  I  lb  affirm,  though  io  it  ieem 

To  thee  who  hail  thy  dwelling  here  on  earth. 

God  to  remove  his  ways  from  human  fenfe, 

Plac'd  Heav'n  from  Earth  fo  far,  that  earthly  fight. 

If  it  prefume,  might  err  in  things  too  high. 

And  no  advantage  gain.     What  if  the  fun 

Be  center  to  the  world,  and  other  liars 

By  his  attractive  virtue  and  their  own 

Incited,  dance  about  him  various  rounds  ?  125 

Their  wand 'ring  courfe  now  high,  now  low,  then  hid* 

Progreffive,  retrograde,  or  Handing  flill. 

In  fix  thou  feell,  and  what  if  fev'nth  to  thefe 

The  planet  earth,  fo  ftedfail  though  Ihe  feem, 

Infenfibly  three  difierent  motions  move  r  15a 

Which  elfe  to  feveral  fpheres  thou  mull  afcribe, 

Mov'd  contrary  with  thwart  obliquities. 

Or  fave  the  fun  his  labor,  and  that  fwift 

Noclurnal  and  diurnal  rhomb  fuppos'd, 

Invifible  elfe  above  all  liars,  the  wheel  1 35 

Of  day  and  night ;  which  needs  not  thy  belief. 

If  earth  indullrious  of  herfelf  fetch  day 

Traveling  eail,  and  with  her  part  averfe 

From  the  fun's  beam  meet  night,  her  other  part 

Still-  luminous  by  his  ray.     What  if  that  light         140 

Sent  from  her  through  the  wide  tranfpicuous  air. 

To  the  terrellrial  moon  be  as  a  Har 

Inlightning 
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Inlightning  her  by  day,  as  fhe  by  night 

This  earth  i  reciprocal,  if  land  be  there. 

Fields  and  inhabitants :  Her  fpots  thou  feeft  14c 

As  clouds,  and  clouds  may  rain,  and  rain  produce 

Fruits  in  her  foften'd  foil,  for  fome  to  eat 

Allotted  there ;  and  other  funs  perhaps 

With  their  attendant  moons  thou  wilt  defcry 

Communicating  male  and  female  light,  jro 

Which  two  great  fexes  animate  the  world, 

Stor'd  in  each  orb  perhaps  with  fome  that  live. 

For  fuch  vafl  room  in  nature  unpoITefs'd 

By  living  foul,  defert  and  defolate. 

Only  to  fhine,  yet  fcarce  to  contribute  I  r^ 

Each  orb  a  glimpfe  of  light,  convey'd  fo  far 

Down  to  this  habitable,  which  returns 

Light  back  to  them,  is  obvious  to  difpute. 

But  whether  thus  thefe  things,  or  whether  not. 

Whether  the  fun  predominant  in  Heaven  160 

Rife  on  the  earth,  or  earth  rife  on  the  fun. 

He  from  the  eaft  his  flaming  road  begin. 

Or  fhe  from  weft  her  filent  courfe  advance 

With  inoffenfive  pace  that  fpinning  ileeps 

On  her  foft  axle,  while  fhe  paces  even,  165 

And  bears  thee  foft  w^ith  the  fmooth  air  along. 

Solicit  not  thy  thoughts  with  matters  hid. 

Leave  them  to  God  above,  him  ferve  and  fear ; 

Of  other  creatures,  as  him  pleafes  beft. 

Wherever  plac'd,  let  him  difpofe  :  joy  thou  170 

In  what  he  gives  to  thee,  this  Paradife 

And  thy  fair  Eve ;  Heav'n  is  for  thee  too  high 

Te 
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To  know  what  pafTes  there ;  be  lowly  wife  ; 
Think  only  what  concerns  thee  and  thy  being ; 
Dream  not  of  other  worlds,  what  creatures  there    175 
Live,  in  what  flate,  condition,  or  degree, 
Contented  that  thus  far  hath  been  reveal'd 
Not  of  Earth  only  but  of  higheft  Heaven. 

To  whom  thus  Adam,  clear'd  of  doubt,  reply'd. 
How  fully  hall  thou  fatisfy'd  me,  pure  i8a 

Intelligence  of  Heav*n,  Angel  ferene. 
And,  freed  from  intricacies,  taught  to  live 
The  eafieft  way,  nor  with  perplexing  thoughts 
To  interrupt  the  fweet  of  life,  from  which 
God  hath  bid  dwell  far  off  all  anxious  cares,  185 

And  not  mole  ft  us,  unle  fs  we  ourl  elves 
Seek  them  with  wand'ring  thoughts,  and  notions  vain. 
But  apt  the  mind  or  fancy  is  to  rove 
Unchecked,  and  of  her  roving  is  no  end ; 
Till  warn'd,  or  by  experience  taught,  Ihe  learn,      190 
That  not  to  know  at  large  of  things  remote 
From  ufe,  obfcure  and  fubde,  but  to  know 
That  which  before  us  lies  in  daily  life, 
Is  the  prime  wifdom ;  what  is  more,  is  fume. 
Or  emptinefs,  or  fond  impertinence,  195 

And  renders  us  in  things  that  moft  concern 
Unpraftis'd,  unprepar'd,  and  ftill  to  feek. 
Therefore  from  this  high  pitch  let  us  defcend 
A  lower  flight,  and  fpeak  of  things  at  hand 
Ufeful,  whence  haply  mention  may  arife  200 

Of  fomething  not  unfeafonable  to  afk 
By  fufferance,  and  thy  wonted  favor  dei^nM. 

aiiee 
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Thee  I  have  heard  relating  what  was  done 

Ere  my  remembrance  :  now  hear  me  relate 

My  ftory,  which  perhaps  thou  haft  not  heard;        205 

And  day  is  not  yet  fpent ;  till  then  thou  (eeii 

How  fubtly  to  detain  thee  I  devife. 

Inviting  thee  to  hear  while  I  relate. 

Fond,  were  it  not  in  hope  of  thy  reply  • 

For  while  I  fit  with  thee,  I  feem  in  Heaven,  210 

And  fweeter  thy  difcourfe  is  to  my  ear 

Than  fruits  of  palm-tree  pleafanteft  to  thirfi: 

And  hunger  both,  from  labor,  at  the  hour 

Of  fvveet  repaft;  they  fatiate,  and  foon  fill 

Though  pieafant,  but  thy  words  with  grace  divine  215 

Imbued,  bring  to  their  fweetnefs  no  fatiety. 

To  whom  thus  Raphael  anfwer'd  heav'nly  meekc 
Nor  are  thy  lips  ungraceful,  Sire  of  men. 
Nor  tongue  ineloquent;  for  God  on  thee 
Abundantly  his  gifts  hath  alfo  poured  22c 

Inward  and  outward  both,  his  image  fair : 
Speaking  or  mute  all  comelinefs  and  grace 
Attends  thee,  and  each  word,  each  motion  forms  j 
Nor  lefs  think  vv'e  in  Heav'n  of  thee  on  Earth 
Than  of  our  fellow-fervant,  and  inquire  225 

Gladly  into  the  ways  of  God  with  Man : 
For  God  we  fee  hath  honor'd  thee,  and  fet 
On  Man  his  equal  love  :  fay  therefore  on; 
For  1  that  day  was  abfent,  as  befel. 
Bound  on  a  voyage  uncouth  and  obfcure,  23O 

Far  on  excurfion  tow'ard  the  gates  of  Hell ; 
Squar'd  in  full  legion  (fuch  command  we  had) 

To 
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To  fee  that  none  thence  iflued  forth  a  fpy. 

Or  enemy,  while  God  was  in  his  work. 

Left  he  incens'd  at  fuch  eruption  bold,  25c 

Deftrudlion  with  creation  might  have  mix'd. 

Not  that  they  durft  Writhout  his  leave  attempt. 

But  as  he  fends  upon  his  high  behefts 

For  (late,  as  Sovran  King,  and  to  inure 

Our  prompt  obedience.    Fall  we  found,  fall  fhut    2^ 

The  difmal  gates,  and  barricado'd  ftrong  ; 

But  long  ere  our  approaching  heard  within 

Noife,  other  than  the  found  of  dance  or  fong. 

Torment,  and  loud  lament,  and  furious  rage. 

Glad  we  return'd  up  to  the  coafts  of  light  24c 

Ere  fabbath  evening :  fo  we  liad  in  charge. 

But  thy  relation  now  ;  for  I  attend, 

Pleas'd  with  thy  words  no  lefs  than  thou  with  mine. 

So  fpake  the  Godlike  Pow'r,  and  thus  our  fire. 
For  Man  to  tell  how  human  life  began  250 

Is  hard ;  for  who  himfelf  beginning  knew  ? 
Defire  with  thee  flill  longer  to  converfe 
Induc'd  me.     As  new  wak'd  from  foundeft  fleep 
Soft  on  the  fiow'ry  herb  I  found  me  laid 
In  balmy  fweat,  which  with  his  beams  the  fun        255 
Soon  dry'd,  and  on  the  reaking  moifture  fed. 
Strait  toward  Heav'n  my  wond'ring  eyes  I  turn'd. 
And  gaz'd  a  while  the  ample  Ciy^  till  rais'd 
By  quick  inftin£live  motion  up  .  fprung. 
As  thitherward  endevoring,  and  upright  26« 

Stood  on  my  feet;  about  me  round  I  faw 
Hill,  dale,  and  ftiady  woods,  and  funny  p':^ins. 

And 
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And  liquid  lapfe  of  murm'ring  ftreams ;  by  thefe. 

Creatures  that  liv^d  and  mov'd,  and  walk'd,  or  flew. 

Birds  on  the  branches  warbling;  all  things  fmil'd,  265 

With  fragrance  and  with  joy  my  heart  o'erflow'd. 

Myfelf  I  then  perus'd,  and  limb  by  limb 

Survey'd,  and  fometimes  went,  and  fometimes  ran 

"With  fupple  joints,  as  lively  vigor  led : 

But  who  I  was,  or  where,  or  from  what  caufe,        27C5 

Knew  not ;  to  fpeak  I  try'd,  and  forthwith  fpake ; 

My  tongue  obey'd,  and  readily  could  name 

Whate'er  I  faw.     Thou  Sun,  faid  I,  fair  light. 

And  thou  inlighten'd  Earth,  fo  frefh  and  gay. 

Ye  Hills,  and  Dales,  ye  Rivers,  Woods,  and  Plains, 

And  ye  that  live  and  move,  fair  Creatures !  tell. 

Tell,  If  ye  faw,  how  came  I  thus,  how  here  ? 

Not  of  myfelf;  by  fome  great  Maker  then. 

In  goodnefs  and  in  pow'r  praeeminent ; 

Tell  me,  how  may  I  know  him,  how  adore,  zSH 

From  whom  I  have  that  thus  I  move  and  live. 

And  feel  that  I  am  happier  than  I  know. 

While  thus  I  callM,  and  ftray'd  I  knew  not  whither. 

From  where  I  iirft  drew  air,  and  iirft  beheld 

This  happy  light,  when  anfwer  none  return'd,        285 

On  a  green  fliady  bank  profufe  of  flowers 

Penfive  I  fat  me  down ;  there  gentle  fleep 

Firll  found  me,  and  with  foft  oppreilion  feis'd 

My  droufed  fenfe,  untroubled,  though  I  thought 

I  then  was  paffing  to  my  former  (late  29O 

Infenfible,  and  forthwith  to  diflblve : 

When  fuddenly  ilood  at  my  head  a  dream, 

Whofe 
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Whofe  inward  apparition  gently  mov'd 
My  fancy  to  believe  I  yet  had  being. 
And  liv'd:  One  came,  methought,  of  (hape  divine. 
And  faid.  Thy  manfion  wants  thee,  Adam,  rife, 
Firft  Man,  of  men  innumerable  ordain'd 
Firft  Father,  call'd  by  thee  I  come  thy  guide 
To  the  garden  of  blifs,  thy  feat  prepar'd. 
So  faying,  by  the  hand  he  took  me  rais'd,  300 

And  over  fields  and  waters,  as  in  air 
Smooth  Aiding  without  ftep,  laft  led  me  up 
A  woody  mountain ;  whofe  high  top  was  plain, 
A  circuit  wide,  inclos'd,  with  goodlieft  trees 
Planted,  with  walks,  and  bow'rs,  that  what  I  faw  305 
Of  earth  before  fcarce  pleafant  feem'd.     Each  tree 
Loaden  with  faireft  fruit  that  hung  to  th'  eye 
Tempting,  ftirr'd  in  me  fudden  appetite 
To  pluck  and  eat ;  whereat  I  wak'd,  and  found 
Before  mine  eyes  all  real,  as  the  dream  31O 

Had  lively  fhadow'd :  Here  had  new  begun 
My  wand'ring,  had  not  he  who  was  my  guide 
Up  hither,  from  among  the  trees  appear'd, 
Prefence  divine.     Rejoicing,  but  with  awe. 
In  adoration  at  his  feet  1  fell  3 1 5 

Submifs :  he  rear'd  me',  and  Whom  thou  fought'il  I  am. 
Said  mildly.  Author  of  all  this  thou  feeft 
yXbove,  or  round  about  thee,  or  beneath. 
This  Paradife  I  give  thee,  count  it  thine 
To  till  and  keep,  and  of  the  fruit  to  eat :  320 

Of  every  tree  that  in  the  garden  grows 
Vol.  X.  R  E«t 
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Eat  freely  with  glad  heart ;  fear  here  no  dearth : 
But  of  the  tree  whofe  operation  brings 
Knowledge  of  good  and  ill,  which  I  have  fet 
The  pledge  of  thy  obedience  and  thy  faith,  325 

Amid  the  garden  by  the  tree  of  life. 
Remember  what  I  warn  thee,  Ihun  to  tafte. 
And  Ihun  the  bitter  confequence :  for  know. 
The  day  thou  eat'fl  thereof,  my  fole  command 
Tranfgrefs'd,  inevitably  thou  fhalt  die,  330 

From  that  day  mortal,  and  this  happy  Hate 
Shalt  lofe,  expelPd  from  hence  into  a  world 
Of  woe  and  forrow.     Sternly  he  pronounc'd 
The  rigid  interdidlion,  which  refounds 
Yet  dreadful  in  mine  ear,  though  in  my  choice      335 
Not  to  incur;  but  foon  his  clear  afpeft 
Return'd,  and  gracious  purpofe  thus  renew'd. 
Not  only  thefe  fair  bounds,  but  all  the  earth 
To  thee  and  to  thy  race  I  give ;  as  lords 
PoiTefs  it,  and  all  things  that  therein  live,  340 

Or  live  in  fea,  or  air,  beaft,  fifh,  and  fowl. 
In  fign  whereof  each  bird  and  beaft  behold 
After  their  kinds ;  I  bring  them  to  receive 
From  thee  their  names,  and  pay  thee  fealty 
With  low  fubjedion ;  underftand  the  fame  34;^ 

Of  fifh  within  their  watry  refidence. 
Not  hither  fummon'd,  fince  they  cannot  change 
Their  element  to  draw  the  thinner  air. 
As  thus  he  fpake,  each  bird  and  beaft  behold 
Approaching  two  and  two,  thefe  cowring  low         350 

With 
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With  blandifliment,  each  bird  lloop'd  on  his  wing* 
I  nam'd  them,  as  they  pafs'd,  and  underilood 
Their  nature,  with  fuch  knowledge  God  indued 
My  fudden  apprehenfion  :  but  in  theie 
I  found  not  what  methought  I  wanted  ftill;  355 

And  to  the  heav'nly  viiion  thus  prefum'd. 

O  by  what  name,  for  thou  above  all  thefe. 
Above  mankind,  or  ought  than  mankind  higher, 
Surpaffeil  fdr  my  naming,  how  may  I 
Adore  thee.  Author  of  this  univerfe,  360 

And  all  this  good  to  man  ?  for  whofe  well-being 
So  amply,  and  with  hands  fo  liberal 
Thou  hail  provided  all  things :  but  with  me 
I  fee  not  who  partakes.     In  folitude 
What  happinefs,  who  can  enjoy  alone,  365 

Or  all  enjoying,  what  contentment  find  ? 
Thus  I  prefumptuous;  and  the  vifion  bright. 
As  with  a  fmile  more  brighten'd,  thus  reply'd. 

What  call'ft  thou  folitude  ?  is  not  the  earth 
With  various  living  creatures,  and  the  air  370 

Replenilh'd,  and  all  thefe  at  thy  command 
To  come  and  play  before  thee  ?  know'il  thou  not 
Their  language  and  their  ways  ?  they  alfo  know. 
And  reafon  not  contemptibly  ;  with  thefe 
Find  pailime,  and  bear  rule;  thy  realm  is  large.     37;^ 
So  fpake  the  univerfal  Lord,  and  fecm'd 
So  ord'ring.     I  with  leave  of  fpecch  implor'd. 
And  humble  deprecation  thus  reply'd. 

Let  noft  my  words  offend  thee,  heav'nly  Power, 
'•••  '  Rz  My 
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My  Maker,  be  propitious  while  I  fpeak.  380 

Haft  thou  not  made  me  here  thy  fubftitute. 

And  thefe  inferior  far  beneath  me  fet  ? 

Among  unequals  what  fociety 

Can  fort,  what  harmony  or  true  delight  ? 

Which  muft  be  mutual,  in  proportion  due  3S5 

Giv'n  and  receiv'd;  but  in  difparity 

The  one  intenfe,  the  other  ftill  remifs 

Cannot  well  fuit  with  either,  but  foon  prove 

Tedious  alike :  Of  fellowfhip  I  fpeak 

Such  as  I  feek,  fit  to  participate  39O 

All  rational  delight,  wherein  the  brute 

Cannot  be  human  confort ;  they  rejoice 

Each  with  their  kind,  lion  with  lionefs ; 

So  fitly  them  in  pairs  thou  haft  combined ; 

Much  lefs  can  bird  with  beaft,  or  fifti  with  fowl      395 

So  well  converfe,  nor  with  the  ox  the  ape ; 

Worfe  then  can  man  with  beaft,  and  leaft  of  all. 
Whereto  th'  Almighty  anfwer'd  not  difpleas'd. 

A  nice  and  fubtle  happinefs  I  fee 

Thou  to  thyfelf  propofeft,  in  the  choice  400 

Of  thy  affociates,  Adam,  and  wilt  tafte 

No  pleafure,  though  in  pleafure,  folitary. 

What  think'ft  thou  then  of  me,  and  this  my  ftate  ? 

Seem  I  to  thee  fufficiently  polTefs'd 

Of  happinefs,  or  not  ?  who  am  alone  405 

From  all  eternity,  for  none  I  know 

Second  to  me  or  like,  equal  much  lefs. 

How  have  I  then  wish  whom  to  hold  converfe 

Save 
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Save  with  the  creatures  which  I  made,  and  thofe 

To  me  inferior,  infinite  defcents  410 

Beneath  what  other  creatures  are  to  thee  ? 

He  ceas'd,  I  lowly  anfwer'd.     To  attain 
The  highth  and  depth  of  thy  eternal  ways 
All  human  thoughts  come  ihort,  Supre3y.e  of  things  ! 
Thou  in  thyfelf  art  perfect,  and  in  thee  415 

is  no  deficience  found ;  not  fo  is  Man, 
But  in  degree,  the  caufe  of  his  delire 
By  converfation  with  his  like  to  help. 
Or  folace  his  defeds.     No  need  that  thou 
Shouldfl  propagate,  already  infinite,  420 

And  through  all  numbers  abfolute,  though  one ; 
But  Man  by  number  is  to  manifeil 
His  fingle  imperfedion,  and  beget 
Like  of  his  like,  his  image  multiply'd. 
In  unity  defedive,  which  requires  425 

Collateral  love,  and  deareft  amity. 
Thou  in  thy  fecrefy  although  alone, 
Beft  with  thyfelf  accompanied,  feek'll  not 
Social  communication,  yet  fo  pleas'd, 
Canft  raife  thy  creature  to  what  highth  thou  wilt  450 
Of  union  or  communion,  deify'd  ; 
I  by  converfing  cannot  thefe  ere£t 
From  prone,  nor  in  their  ways  complacence  find. 
Thus  I  imbolden'd  fpake,  and  freedom  us'd 
PermiiTive,  and  acceptance  found,  which  gain'd      435 
This  anfwer  from  the  gracious  voice  divine. 

Thus  far  to  try  thee,  Adam,  I  was  pleas'd, 

K  3  And 
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And  find  thee: knowing  not  of  beafls  alone. 

Which  thou  haft  rightly  nam'd,  but  of  thyfelf, 

Expreffing  well  the  fpi'rit  within  thee  free,  ^^-40. 

My  image,  not  imparted  to  the  brute, 

Whofe  fellowfhip  therefore  unmeet  for  thee 

Good  reafon  was  thou  freely  fhculdft  diflike. 

And  be  fo  minded  ftill ;  I,  ere  thou  fpak'Il, 

Knew  it  not  good  for  Man  to  be  alone,  4.45 

And  no  fuch  company  as  then  thou  faw'll 

Intended  thee,  for  trial  only  brought. 

To  fee  how  thou  could 'ft  judge  of  fit  and  meet : 

V/hat  next  I  bring  Ihall  pleafe  thee,  be  affur'd. 

Thy  likenefs,  thy  fit  help,  thy  other  felf,  450 

Thy  wilh  exadly  to  thy  heart's  deiire. 

He  ended,  or  I  heard  no  more,  for  now 
My  earthly  by  his  heav'nly  overpower'd. 
Which  it  had  long  fiood  under,  ftrain'd  to  th'  highth. 
In  that  celeftial  colloquy  fublime,  455 

As  with  an  objed  that  excels  the  fenfe 
Dazled  and  fpent,  funk  down,  and  fought  repair 
Of  deep,  which  inftantly  fell  on  me,  call'd 
By  nature  as  in  aid,  and  clos'd  mine  eyes. 
Mine  eyes  he  clos'd,  but  open  left  the  cell  460 

Of  fancy  my  internal  fight,  by  which 
Abftraft  as  in  a  trance  methought  I  faw. 
Though  fleepingj'^where  I  lay,  and  faw  the  ihape 
Still  glorious  before  whom  awake  I  ftood; 
Who  ftooping  open'd  my  left  fide,  and  took  46.5 

From  thence  a  rib.  with  cordial  fpirits  warm. 

And 
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And  life-blood  ilreaming  frefh ;  wide  was  the  wound. 

But  fuddenly  with  ilelh  fill'd  up  and  heal'd  : 

The  rib  he  form'd  and  faihion'd  with  his  hands ; 

Under  his  forming  hands  a  creature  grew,        «      470 

Manlike,  but  diirerent  fex,  fo  lovely  fair. 

That  what  feem'd  fair  in  all  the  world,  feem'd  now 

Mean,  or  in  her  fumm'd  up,  in  her  contain'd 

And  in  her  looks,  which  from  that  time  infus'd 

Sweetnefs  into  my  heart,  unfelt  before,  47^' 

And  into  all  things  from  her  air  infpir'd 

The  fpi'rit  of  love  and  amorous  delight. 

She  difappear'd,  and  left  me  dark ;  I  wak'd 

To  find  her,  or  for  ever  to  deplore 

Her  lofs,  and  other  pleafures  all  abjure  :  480 

When  out  of  hope,  behold  her,  not  far  off. 

Such  as  I  faw  her  in  my  dream,  adorn'd 

With  what  all  Earth  or  Heaven  could  beftow 

To  make  her  amiable  :  On  fhe  came. 

Led  by  her  heav'nly  Maker,  though  unfeen,         485 

And  guided  by  his  voice,  nor  uninform'd 

Of  nuptial  fandity  and  marriage  rites  : 

Grace  was  in  all  her  fteps,  Heav'n  in  her  eye. 

In  every  gefture  dignity  and  love. 

I  overjoy'd  could  not  forbear  aloud.  49O 

This  turn  hath  made  amends ;  thou  hafl:  fulfill'd 
Thy  words.  Creator  bounteous  and  benigrii 
Giver  of  all  things  fair,  but  faireil  this 
Of  all  thy  gifts,  nor  envieft.     I  now  fee 
gone  of  my  bone,  flelh  of  my  flefh,  myfelf  495 

R  4  Before 
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Before  me ;  Woman  is  her  name,  of  Man 
Extraded ;  for  this  caufe  he  ihall  forego 
Father  and  mother,  and  to'  his  wife  adhere  ; 
And  they  Ihall  be  one  fiefli,  one  heart,  one  foul. 

She  heard  me  thus,  and  though  divinely  brought. 
Yet  innocence  and  virgin  modefty. 
Her  virtue  and  the  confcience  of  her  v/orth. 
That  would  be  woo'd,  and  not  unfought  be  won. 
Not  obvious,  not  obtrufive,  but  retir'd. 
The  more  defirable,  or  to  fay  all,  505 

Nature  herfelf,  though  pure  of  fmful  thought. 
Wrought  in  her  fo,  that  feeing  me,  Ihe  turn'd; 
I  foUow'd  her,  fhe  what  was  honor  knew, 
'  And  with  obfequious  majefty  approv'd 
My  pleaded  reafon.     To  the  nuptial  bower  510 

I  led  her  bluihing  like  the  morn  :  ail  Heaven, 
And  happy  conilellations  on  that  hour 
Shed  their  feledlefl  influence ;  the  earth 
Gave  fign  of  gratulation,  and  each  hill ; 
Joyous  the  birds ;  frefh  gales  and  gentle  airs  515 

Whifper'd  it  to  the  woods,  and  from  their  wings 
Flung  rofe,  flung  odors  from  the  fpicy  fhrub, 
Difporting,  till  the  amorous  bird  of  night 
Sung  fpoufal,  and  bid  hafie  the  evening  liar 
On  this  hill  top,  to  light  the  bridal  lamp.  520 

Thus  have  I  told  thee  all  my  fl:ate,  and  brought 
My  ftory  to  the  fum  of  earthly  blifs 
Which  I  enjoy,  and  mull  confefs  to  find 
In  all  things  elfe  delight  indeed,  but  fuch 

As 
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As  us'd  or  not,  works  in  the  mind  no  change,        525 

Nor  vehement  defire,  thefe  delicacies 

I  mean  of  tafte,  fight,  fmell,  herbs,  fruits,  and  flowers. 

Walks,  and  the  melody  of  birds ;  but  here 

Far  othenvife,  tranfported  I  behold, 

Tranfported  touch;  here  paffion  firft  I  felt,  530 

Commotion  ftrange,  in  all  enjoyments  elfe 

Superior  and  unmov'd,  here  only  weak 

Againft  the  charm  of  beauty's  pow'rful  glance. 

Or  nature  fail'd  in  me,  and  left  fome  part 

Not  proof  enough  fuch  obje6l  to  fullain,  535 

Or  from  my  fide  fubdudling,  took  perhaps 

More  than  enough ;  at  leaft  on  her  beflow'd 

Too  much  of  ornament,  in  outward  fhow 

Elaborate,  of  inward  lefs  exadt. 

For  well  I  underftand  in  the  prime  end  cao 

Of  nature  her  th*  inferior,  in  the  mind 

And  inward  faculties,  which  mofi:  excel. 

In  outward  alfo  her  refembling  lefs 

His  image  who  made  both,  and  lefs  expreffing 

The  character  of  that  dominion  given  545 

O'er  other  creatures ;  yet  when  I  approach 

Her  lovelinefs,  fo  abfolute  {he  feems 

And  in  herfelf  complete,  fo  well  to  know 

Her  own,  that  what  (he  wills  to  do  or  fay. 

Seems  wifeft,  virtuoufcft,  difcreeteft,  bell;  550 

All  higher  knowledge  in  her  prefence  falls 

Degraded,  wifdom  in  difcourfe  with  her 

Lofes  difcountenanc'd,  and  like  folly  fhows ; 

Authority 
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Authority  and  reafon  on  her  wait. 

As  one  intended  firft,  not  after  made  555 

Occafionally ;  and  to  confummate  all, 

Greatnefs  of  mind,  and  noblenefs  their  feat 

Build  in  her  lovelieft,  and  create  an  awe 

About  her,  as  a  guard  angelic  plac'd. 

To  whom  the  Angel  with  contracted  brow.         56Q 
Accufe  not  nature,  Ihe  hath  done  her  part; 
Do  thou  but  thine,  and  be  not  diffident 
Of  wifdom,  fhe  deferts  thee  net,  if  thou 
Bifmifs  not  her,  when  moil  thou  need*ll  her  nigh. 
By  attributing  over  much  to  things  565 

Lefs  excellent,  as  thou  thyfelf  perceiv'll. 
For  what  admir'ft  thou,  what  tranfports  thee  fo. 
An  outfide  ?  fair  no  doubt,  and  worthy  well 
Thy  cherifhing,  thy  honoring,  and  thy  love. 
Not  thy  fubjedion  :  weigh  with  her  thyfelf;  57^^ 

Then  value :  Oft-times  nothing  profits  more 
Than  felf-efteem,  grounded  on  jufl  and  right 
Well  manag'd ;  of  that  (kill  the  more  thou  know'fl. 
The  more  fhe  will  acknowledge  thee  her  head. 
And  to  realities  yield  all  her  fhows  :  575 

Made  fo  adorn  for  thy  delight  the  more. 
So  awful,  that  with  honor  thou  may 'ft  love 
Thy  mate,  who  fees  when  thou  art  feen  leaft  wife. 
But  if  the  fenfe  of  touch  v/hereby  mankind 
Is  propagated  feem  fuch  dear  delight  580 

Beyond  all  other,  think  the  fame  vouchfaPd 
To  cattel  and  each  beait ;  which  v/ould  not  be 

To 


^ook  VIII.      PARADISE    LOST.  251 

To  them  made  common  and  div^ulg'd,  if  ought 

Therein  enjcy'd  were  worthy  to  fubdue 

The  foul  of  man,  or  pafTion  in  him,  move,  5S5 

What  hlgh'er  in  her  fociety  thou  find'il 

Attractive,  human,  rational,  love  ilillj 

In  loving  thou  doft  well,  in  paiTion  not, 

V/herein  true  love  confifts  not ;  love  refines 

The  thoughts,  and  heart  inlarges,  hath  his  feat      590 

In.rea'fon,  and  is  judicious,  is  the  fcale 

By  which  to  heav'nly  love  thou  may'ft  afcend. 

Not  funk  in  carnal  pleafure,  for  v/hich  caufe 

Among  the  beafts  no  mate  for  thee  was  found. 

To  whom  thus  half  abafh'd  Adam  reply'd.         59^ 
Neither  her  outfide  form'd  fo  fair,  nor  ought 
In  procreation  common  to  all  kinds 
(Thougli  higher  of  the  genial  bed  by  far. 
And  with  myfterious  reverence  I  deem) 
So  much  delights  me,  as  thofe  graceful  adls,  600 

Thofe  thoufand  decencies  that  daily  flow 
From  all  her  words  and  adlions  mix'd  with  love 
And  fweet  compliance,  which  declare  unfeign'd 
Union  of  mind,  or  in  us  both  one  foul ; 
Harmony  to  behold  in  v/edded  pair  605 

More  grateful  than  harmonious  found  to  th'  ear. 
Yet  thefe  fubjedl  not ;  I  to  thee  difclofe 
What  inward  thence  I  feel,  not  therefore  foil'd. 
Who  meet  with  various  objecls,  from  ths  fenfe 
Varioufly  reprefenting ;  yet  ftill  free  610 

Approve  the  beft,  and  follow  what  I  approve. 

3  To 
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To  love  thou  blam'fl  me  not,  for  love  thou  fay'ft 
Leads  up  to  Heav'n,  is  both  the  way  and  guide ; 
Bear  with  me  then,  if  lawful  what  I  afk ; 
Love  not  the  heav'nly  Spi'rits,  and  how  their  love   6 1 5 
Exprefs  they,  by  looks  only',  or  do  they  mix 
Irradiance,  virtual  or  immediate  touch  ? 

To  whom  the  Angel  with  a  fmile  that  glow'd 
Celeftial  rofy  red,  love's  proper  hue, 
Anfwer'd.     Let  it  fuffice  thee  that  thou  know'H    620 
Us  happy',  and  without  love  no  happinefs. 
"Whatever  pure  thou  in  the  body'  enjoy 'ft 
(  And  pure  thou  wert  created)  we  enjoy 
In  eminence,  and  obllacle  find  none 
Of  membrane,  joint,  or  limb,  exclufive  bars ;         625 
Eafier  than  air  with  air,  if  Spi'rits  embrace. 
Total  they  mix,  union  of  pure  with  pure 
Pefiring ;  nor  reftrain'd  conveyance  need 
As  flefh  to  mix  with  flefli,  or  foul  with  foul. 
But  I  can  now  no  more  ;  the  parting  fun  630 

Beyond  the  earth's  green  Cape  and  verdant  lies 
Hefperian  fets,  my  fignal  to  depart. 
Be  ftrong,  live  happy',  and  love,  but  firfl  of  all 
Him  Vv'hom  to  love  is  to  obey,  and  keep 
His  great  command ;  take  heed  left  paflion  fway   635 
Thy  judgment  to  do  ought,  which  elfe  free  will 
Would  not  admit ;  thine  and  of  all  thy  fons 
The  weal  or  woe  in  thee  is  plac'd ;  beware. 
I  in  thy  perfevering  fliall  rejoice. 
And  all  the  Bleft  :  ftand  faftj  to  ftand  or  fall^        640 

Free 
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Free  in  thine  own  arbitrement  it  lies. 
Perfed  within,  no  outward  aid  require  ; 
And  all  temptation  to  tranfgrefs  repel. 

So  faying,  he  arole  ;  whom  Adam  thus 
Follow 'd  with  benediftion.     Since  to  part,  645 

Go  heav'nly  Gueft,  ethereal  MelTenger, 
Sent  from  whofe  fovran  goodnefs  I  adore. 
Gentle  to  me  and  affable  hath  been 
Thy  condefcenfion,  and  (hall  be'  honor'd  ever 
With  grateful  memory  :  thou  to  mankind  650 

Be  good  and  friendly  ftill,  and  oft  return. 

So  parted  they,  the  Angel  up  to  Heaven 
From  the  thick  (hade,  and  Adam  to  his  bower. 


THB     END    OF    THE    EIGHTH    BOOK. 
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